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Letter
from the
President
Don Couch

I

’ve had enough with being
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.com!!! The amount of
Russian spam I get is just too damn high! As of today, my club
email address is don@hill country triumph club.com (no spaces).
I was complaining about the volume of spam I get from that
address to Greg Blake and Bob Kramer the other day and Greg
thought it most likely is due to “president” being in the address.
We’ll see!
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We had another great turnout for the monthly club meeting at
Live Oak Brewery. I even managed to get First Lady Brenda and
Ruby to attend. We had very nice weather and equally nice
conversation. I have a photo shoot that overlaps with the club
meeting and I think Vice President John Akins is unable to attend
November’s meeting as well. My understanding is Mike McPhail is
leading the club to Kingsbury for the airshow and then back to
Live Oak for the meeting. Details should be below in the Ragtop.
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HCTC club members Bob Kramer, Nathan Quiring, Greg Blake, Bill
Waller and myself helped out in Tech for the SVRA Vintage
Nationals at COTA this past weekend. It was quite the show, full of
some �ine examples of vintage race cars. HCTC member Robert
Mackenzie drove his ’62 Spit�ire and there were two other
Triumphs registered as well including an ex-Steve Sargis Spit�ire.
John Akins, Bob Blake and Duncan Charlton popped in as
spectators and John and I managed to steal a golf cart and go
check out cars in the upper paddock as well as in the garages.
SVRA took extra steps in keeping the workers and guests as safe
as possible from COVID with a mask requirement, social
distancing and ample hand sanitizing stations all around the
paddock. Bob Kramer, Greg Blake and I vowed to be on track at
SVRA in 2021. Working Tech is fun but racing is funner!
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Mike McPhail

N

ot all of my British Car outings in
October were in a Triumph! On the
ninth, I had a pleasant trip in my
1959 Austin-Healey Bugeye Sprite (top
down!) to Fulshear, just West of Houston.
There was a Healey Club meeting Saturday
morning nearby, and my Healey hosts and I
were there bright and early. Not wanting to
miss our HCTC gathering at Live Oak
Brewing Company, I had to hot-foot it back
to Austin, arriving fashionably late at 2 PM!

I was truly sorry to have missed the Grand
Tour of Hays County put on by my pal and
longtime Triumph enthusiast Bob Skewis
and his lovely and talented muse, Pam
Owens. No one knows the area better than
Pam…she works for the Dripping Springs
Visitor Bureau! Judging from the photos
Jim Wells sent, our members turned out in
record numbers to enjoy the glorious fall
weather and Hill Country scenery.

The next morning found me behind the
wheel of Joe Payne’s 1973 TR6 and heading
South. Joe recently bought this gorgeous
Pimento Red roadster that was in need of a
shake-down cruise. The trip to Rockport
was just what the doctor ordered! I was
back home Tuesday just in time to pack my
bag for another exciting road trip on
Thursday.

Benson Tuttle and I were standing on
Missionary Ridge when Jim texted me the
�irst snap-shot. The weather was lovely in
Tennessee that day also, and the trees were
ablaze with fall colors. We were on our way
to the Old Edward’s Club near Highlands,
North Carolina to deliver a 2004 Jaguar
XKR to our buddy Vince Barnell’s vacation
home. Your intrepid duo got to leave the
trailer at Benson’s brother’s house

Live Oak Line-up.

Mellow yellow.

The Everly Brothers.

Joe’s New TR6.

overlooking Chattanooga and drive the Jag
along the majestic Ocoee River and through
the lush Nantahala National Forest into the
foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains.
Better still, after a day of relaxation, we
piloted Vince’s 1967 Austin-Healey 3000
back to the Civil War Battle Site, where we
loaded it on the trailer. It is now safely
home in Houston!

Some of us landed at Cellarman’s Pub for a
hearty meal and some delicious craft beer.
Later, we commandeered the lobby at the
Holiday Inn Express to catch-up with old
friends (hey Mike, watch who are you are
calling old!).

I took the 22nd off, then hopped in the SpitSix Friday morning and headed North to
Sherman for the 2020 Red River Shoot-Out.
Art and Karen Graves were waiting in the
hotel lobby, acting as unof�icial greeters. By
early evening, �ifteen Triumphs had
gathered and twice that many North Texas
and Oklahoma Triumph Club members
were poised for a weekend of fun. I got in
on a Press Pass…

Reason for Rockport.

The cold front blew in overnight and I was
obliged to put the top up and turn on the
heater for our tour of Texoma Classics. The
staff was on hand to show us around the
facility, and we marveled at the variety of
automobiles that are expertly restored and
customized there. They have even done a
TR6!
https://www.texomaclassics.com/
After a tasty picnic lunch at Pecan Grove

NC or bust.

Size Ma�ers.

Guns Over Cha�anooga.

Park, the tops came down for the afternoon
Fun Rally on the back roads on either side
of the Red River. Among the award winners
were none other than our very own HCTC
members Art and Karen!
There is more excitement coming up in
November, so plan on departing from Jim’s
Restaurant in Oak Hill at 9:30 AM sharp for
a scenic drive to Kingsbury for Wings and
Wheels at the Pioneer Flight Museum.
https://www.pioneer�lightmuseum.org/
After the car show and other activities, we
can convoy up Hwy183 for the HCTC
monthly meeting at Live Oak Brewing. See
you there at 4 PM!

Ba�lefield Benson.

Come and Take It!

Sundown at Vince’s Hideout.

Trailer Queen.

Texoma Classics

Hold That Tiger!

1952 Crew Cab.

Pecan Grove Park.

Winner’s Circle!

From the
Archives
Art Graves

T

his biography from the September 1995 issue of the Ragtop jumped out at me while
researching my monthly archive article. Oddly enough, or not so odd maybe, Karen and I
were listening to a Dr Demento radio show that I have on cassette tape. The song “With
Her Head Tucked Underneath Her Arm” played, and I remarked that Caryl used to be a
member of HCTC. Caryl moved to the east coast in the late nineties. By the way, the song
mentioned above tells of how the ghost of Anne Boleyn haunts the Tower of London, seeking
revenge on Henry VIII for having her beheaded.
Caryl succumbed to cancer in June of 2012.

Caryl P. Weiss
1977 MGB

T

hose of you who have met Caryl
already know about her sense of
humor, but just in case you haven’t yet
had the pleasure I'll point out here that she
once ran a sort of tongue in cheek, and very
humorous “Driving Companion Wanted”
Classi�ied Ad in the Ragtop.
Even if you have met her, you may not be
aware that she is a musician by trade, and
like many of Austin’s musicians, works at a
Mr. Gatti’s to help pay the bills. From
Philadelphia, Caryl moved to Texas and
worked as an Administrative Assistant for
Kerrville Music Festivals, Inc. until 1990
when she moved to Austin to pursue her
musical dreams.
She lists a 1966 Corvair as her �irst car and
a 240,000 mile Cavalier as daily transport.
Given her druthers, Caryl would possess an
XKE or a Morgan, but chose her Turquoise

MGB based on a long history of loving
British cars. She sums it up like this. “My
sister liked TR3s, Emma Peel drove a Lotus,
my old boyfriend had 3 Jag's (‘36 Coupe,
’69 XKE, & ‘82 XJ6) and a '36 bugeye Rolls
complete with woody Station Wagon body.
In addition, my Grandmum was from
London and I sing British music, SO it's in
my blood.”
Still looking for that perfect Rallye
companion, Caryl enjoys that the fact that
17-year old boys stare and smile at traf�ic
lights, secretly hoping that one of them has
a divorced dad in tow.
Caryl lists some of her preferences as topdown, manual shifting, heeling and toeing,
DIY repairs, originality on older cars but
likes customizing of newer models. She
goes on to say that she really bought the
car to pick up guys! Her family thinks she's
crazy, but friends think the car’s cool and
just want to go for a ride. Caryl had a
disabling motorcycle accident in 1981, but

still scuba dives, sails and �lies with the
Civil Air Patrol. The MGB has worked out to
be a fun car to bop around in, although one
must wonder how any car could keep up
with this lady.
[Note: You can hear Caryl sing “With Her
Head Tucked Underneath Her Arm” on
Youtube: https://youtu.be/jcz598Y63PQ,
and if you search, you will �ind more of her
music as well.]
***
Also in the September 1995 issue was this
“news �lash”. Oh, how times have changed!
By the way, the URL is no longer valid.
Rimmer Brothers (UK) Has Made Its
Catalog Database Available
Over the Internet

disk!! You can access a copy on the WWW
by ftp type in at the URL line of the WWW
browser http://mercury.lcs.mit.edu/pub/
rimmers_db There are seven �iles in all;
click on each one to download. You will
receive a message window that says no
viewer is available for some of the �iles
(binary �iles) load anyway. At the end of the
�ile transfer you will be asked if you want
to save to disk. Say yes and give it the �ile
name to save it under. The �iles that do
display (.bat �iles) click on the save button
on the top of the screen and give the �ile
name. The catalog covers Spit�ire, TR7 TRS
Stag and other models. All told the �iles add
up to close to 2 meg., so the transfer will
take some time.
Happy Webbing

The Rimmer Bros. — a parts house in the
UK — has put their catalog and price list on

Somehow I ended up with a casse�e tape of Caryl’s work.

Heater Return Pipe
Wiley Christal
Water Pump

Water Pump Housing

Heater Return Pipe

I

f you are like me, you may have never
noticed the heater return pipe which
runs from the �irewall, behind the intake
manifold, to the back of the water pump
housing on a TR6. I had my manifolds off
for repainting a couple of years ago and did
not notice that pesky pipe then.
The 0.5” diameter pipe has a bracket for
bolting it to the �irewall through the bell
housing and it has two inlets on the
�irewall end. The other end has a threaded
nut that screws into the back of the water
pump housing. My TR6 has commission
number CC62415 with carburetors. Your
return pipe may be different.

The main point for this article is to show
that an original heater return pipe has an
opening of only 1/8-inch diameter for the
horizontal piece of the pipe that is brazed
to the vertical (90 degree bend) of pipe at
the �irewall. When the bracket is
connected at the �irewall, the vertical pipe
(pointing upward) should have the heater
return hose connected to it. The horizontal
pipe (pointing to the right of the car)
should have the hose from the intake
manifold connected to it. I do not know
why there is a 0.125” diameter restriction
for the water being returned from the
intake manifold to the water pump. Maybe
to retain heat a little longer for the intake
manifold and fuel from the carburetors.

Compression
washer inside
this nut

Extends to firewall and
branches into two pipes

Adaptor nut
threads into water
pump housing

My pipe is an original and it was not
corroded or stopped up, so the restriction
was intentional.
I had to take the whole thing out because I
did not pay attention when I wanted to just
remove the water pump. Before I realized
what I had done, I had removed the water
pump housing breaking its gasket to the
front of the engine. The old gasket could
not be cleaned off without removing the

water pump housing. The adapter nut on
the return pipe was stuck into the housing
so the whole assembly had to be removed
together. That required loosening the
manifolds. Putting it back together
required removing the carburetors to put
the bolts back into the manifolds so they
could be torqued. I tried to loosen that
adapter nut when the heater return pipe
was off but it would not budge and I did
not want to break it.

Hose from heater
return spigot on
firewall connects here
Vertical, 0.5” dia.

Horizontal, 0.5” dia.
Hose from intake
manifold connects
here

0.125” dia. Drilled Hole

Extends to water
pump housing
Flow of water returning
to water pump

Firewall Mount Bracket

Dripping Springs
Tour
Bob Skewis

T

he day started as overcast and wet
when we all met at the “Y” in Oak Hill,
but our intrepid crew of Triumph
drivers numbered 10 with one MGB and a
New Mini sweeping the road for any
problems. By the time we drove Darden
Hill Road and got to our �irst stop at
Twisted X Brewery the sky had cleared and
we knew we were in for a beautiful fall day
in Central Texas! Pam Owens and I planned
this drive to introduce the club to some of
the 34 breweries, wineries and distilleries
that Dripping Springs has to offer.
However, there are some great winding
roads through the outskirts and we started
that part of the journey after we left
Twisted X. We drove East Mt. Gainor Rd,
Mt. Gainor Rd, Pursley Rd, Creed Rd and
Bell Springs Rd through the ranch
country’s cattle guards and low water
crossings on the way to Bell Springs
Winery & Brewery. We stopped there and
lingered awhile to enjoy the beautiful
buildings and grounds and food that they
had to offer. I gave away a couple of prizes
to those who were paying attention to the
drive. John Akins won a bottle of Dripping
Springs Vodka for coming closest to the
number of cattle guards crossed (He said
10, but it was really 11) and Brenda Dillen
won a vinyl club banner for knowing we
needed to “Save Onion” Creek from
imminent demise. Some folks had to leave
at this point, but the rest of us soldiered on

to Fitzhugh Rd and the newly opened
Fitzhugh Brewing. More delicious brews
were to be had as well as mouthwatering
food from PEJ catering (they did our food
for the VTR National). Having
accomplished our goal of having a nice
drive with plenty of time to socialize, we
said goodbye to friends old and new and
returned home with smiles on our faces.
Thank you to Scott Riggs, Roger and Tina
Bolick, Jim Wells, Dean Mericas, Willis
Thorstadt, Rip Torn, Nick and Julie
Roccaforte, Bob and Barbara Kramer, John
and Gayle Akins, and Trish and Scott Hardy
in their beautiful MGB for making it a
memorable day for Pam and me!

Classifieds
We have �inished the restoration of
the TR3A we have owned for about 44
years. After all those years of
gathering parts and parts cars, we
now have many parts and pieces left. I
am wanting to give these to either an
individual or a business that will be
able to use them to keep some of
these cars going. I don’t mind if they
are sold by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.
I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors, a
boot lid , maybe a convertible top
frame and some engine parts.
I live in Lockhart and can deliver the
parts.
Bill Duran, 512-227-6067 (cell)
***

TR6 Air Filter Components
$40.00 Raymond Brown 240472-7200
Tachometer RPM, Original Gauge
Smith, RN2414/00AS OEM. Fit all
TR-6 1972-1976
$80.00 Ray Brown 240-472-7200

Stromberg 175 CD carburetor
set. $80.00. Raymond Brown
240-472-7200
Picnic blanket with snap on vinyl
cover. Size 58 X 70 inches. New
$30.00
Ray Brown 240-472-7200
***
Wanted: TR 6 jack and handle.
Joe Payne 210-326-6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com

***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch
cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and
stay up as desired. Asking
$240.00 (Photos right.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used and new TR6 parts for
sale. For full listing, contact info,
and pictures, click here.

Triumph TR4 thru TR6 Toyota
Big Brake Kit
This kit uses TR4 - TR6 rotors
along with Toyota Brake calipers
to increase the braking force of the
TR braking system.
The kit includes:
1. New C'quence Zinc Plated Drilled
and Slotted Rotors (zinc plate will
reduce rusting).
2. Re-manufactured 4 Piston Calipers,
Painted with Red VHT, Hi-Temp
Caliper Paint.
3. New Stainless Steel Braided Hoses
to connect directly to the TR4-TR6
hard brake line.

MOMO Super Indy Mahogany
Steering Wheel 350mm (13.7”)
Excellent Condition
Manufactured 10/97
(you would need to buy the install
kit speci�ic to your car)
Asking $200
Charles Wagner
cell 512.296.0972
cwagner@sam.biz
***
1974 TR6 trunk lock. Operates
poorly and does not have a key.
Free to anyone in HCTC who might
want to try to restore it for use or
sale. A new one costs about $150.
Donnie Anderson 512-627-3502

4. Late Model TR6 bolts for attaching
the calipers.

For Sale: Fuel Tank �its TR4,
TR4A, TR250 & TR6 - $100
This is a Victoria British Repro, it
is about a year and a half old with
no rust. It has a few scrapes and
scratches, but is in great working
condition. It also has the Bob
Danielson Petcock valve. I’ve
upgraded to an aluminum 15
gallon tank and no longer need
this. The tank is located in Lago
Vista, TX.
Contact Rod Hamilton –
rbhamilton1130@gmail.com
(714) 420-6996

5. New Performance Ceramic Brake
Pads (these are pre-loaded in the
calipers)
6. Assembly Instructions.

Price $400
Rod Hamilton
Located in Lago Vista, Texas
Phone 714.420.6996
SU HS2 Carbs. For Sale a pair of
SUHS2 carbs with chrome air
�ilters. Condition excellent. New
jets, needles, �loat needles and jets.
PRICE $175.00. Contact Olivio
316-200-3068 phone or text.

1976 Tr-6 For Sale
Everything works. Always garaged. 71,000 Miles. No Rust. $13,900.
Tom Glass.
tglass@glasscpa.com. 512-964-6650.

MGBGT for sale
Excellent condi�on. New interior, stereo, �res, paint, needs nothing.

$12,500
Jim Vier
(512) 266-1769
jim@mechnology.net

Restored 1964 TR4 for sale. Strong engine with 150 psi on all 4 cylinders. The 4 speed all
synchro gear shifts smoothly and quietly. See listing here of all that has been done on this
great car including a fresh professional paint job in original BRG. This car won �irst place at
the 2019 TABCD in Round Rock. Asking $19,750 OBO. If interested call Nick Roccaforte at
832-493-2288 or email at roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net.

Hill Country Triumph Club Advertising Rates
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts are free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times, for a total of six issues.
Ads or �lyers for other club’s events are free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad
runs must be prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
P�lugerville, TX 78660

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jul-20 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

HCTC Officers
President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Vice-President — John Akins
Webmaster — Kyle Fagan
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Treasurer — Mike Schubert
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Mike McPhail
Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Social Media — Robert McKenzie

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
h�p://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national club of Triumph
enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member. Affiliate club
membership is not an automatic membership to VTR. Some of the benefits:
The Vintage Triumph Magazine – Our award-winning bi-monthly color publication
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois
Access to a large number of local clubs
Website with reference material and members-only sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. Factory trace documents on other
Triumph models no longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded
in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph
automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include
other British car fans as associates due to lack of
other clubs in our area that represent some of the
other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which
draws us together. Membership is open to anyone
who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a
car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or
address per year. We have dinner meetings on the
2nd Tuesday of each month, breakfast meetings on
the 2nd Saturday, and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us,
even if you don’t drive your car regularly. We also
offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the
club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club of�icers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club
bene�its and spread the word about our club to
others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports
Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph
Register of America, exclusively for TR2 through
TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is
encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
triumphregister.com, and 6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill
Country Triumph Club. Material within may be
freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions
may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related
classi�ied ads are free to members and will run for
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.

Upcoming Events
Next date TBD — Cars & Coffee. Circuit of
the Americas. Info here.

now….need to wait until January.
www.triumphsokc.org/vtr2021

Nov 14, 2020 — HCTC meeting. 4 PM at
Live Oak Brewery. See the next page for
details.

Oct 30, 2021 — South Texas ABCD,
Boerne, TX.

Nov 14, 2020 — Pioneer Flight Museum
Fall Wings & Wheels Fly-In, Kingsbury, TX.
pioneer�lightmuseum.org. Meet at Jim’s in
Oak Hill at 9:30 am sharp if you want to
join the HCTC convoy.
Nov 15-18, 2020 — HCTC Alpine/Big
Bend/Fort Davis Drive.
Sept 14-18, 2021 — VTR 2021 Nationals,
Edmond OK. COVTR has agreed to host the
VTR 2021 Nationals in September 2021.
Hotel reservations are not available

Next Meeting
Next meeting:
Saturday, November 14, 2020, 4:00 PM
Live Oak Brewery
across US 71 from Austin Bergstrom International Airport,
behind the Fast Park
1615 Crozier Ln
Del Valle, TX 78617
liveoakbrewing.com—Phone: 512-580-4265

If you want to join other HCTC members for a trip to the Fall
Fly-in at the Pioneer Flight Museum in Kingsbury, be at Jim’s
in Oak Hill at 9:30 AM. See flyer on page 10.

***
Please note there is only one meeting this month!

