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Letter
from the
President
Don Couch

I

’ve given a lot of thought to this Covid-19 epidemic as to
when might be the appropriate time to start club
meetings again. Myself, I’m not ready to sit shoulder to
shoulder and drink beer with everyone just yet as we do at
The Tavern and the room at Waterloo really is no better.
This led me to thinking we could have a meeting in a park
where we could keep our distance and still enjoy a drive. In
trying to think of a suitable place, Live Oak Brewery came
to mind. It checks off all the boxes. Beer, Food and Space!
I emailed Chip McElroy, HCTC member and owner of Live
Oak Brewery, and he was more than willing to
accommodate us. Currently, Live Oak is only open for take
out beer (I know… how COOL is that?). Saturday June 13th
the day of the meeting will be the �irst day Live Oak is
opening back up it’s beer garden so a head count was
requested so they may supply us with enough tables. The
staff all wear masks and Live Oak has stringent procedures
in place for sanitizing and distancing. They also request:
“...if you are not feeling well, DO NOT LEAVE YOUR HOUSE!
We are also asking our employees that are feeling under
the weather to stay home.”
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I have not received very many “Yes” RSVPs. I understand
the wisdom of being cautious as well as the foolishness of
not. First Lady Brenda and I have certainly been taking this
quarantine seriously, curbside groceries pick up and
wiping down everything before bringing it into the house is
now our “new normal” as is wearing a mask, washing our
hands and using hand sanitizer after any contact with the
outside world. LOL Someone coughed during our ZOOM
call the other day and I think half of us recoiled!
Live Oak Brewery has been one of our club’s sponsors for
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more years than I can recall and I’d like for
us to start meeting there for the
foreseeable future until things get back to
normal or hopefully, Live Oak Brewery
becomes our new normal.
Keep in mind things may change at any
moment. Live Oak is following the CDC
guidelines and as of right now June 13th is
opening day for them. If things change

I’ll send out info but for now PLEASE RSVP
to me and if you have NOT heard back from
me contact me again. We are working with
Live Oak to make this happen!
STAY TUNED,

Fix it day rescheduled for June 20th!

A

s you recall we were planning an
HCTC Fix-It-day in early March before
the quarantine.

I have rescheduled this for June 20th.
There is not much to be completed at this
point as I have been using the shutdown to
knock of many of the tasks.
This is what is left:
•

Fabricate wiring harness for headlights

•

Install windscreen

•

Install door seals, cards and window
cranks

•

Install tail-lights and attach wiring

•

Install seats

�inish.
Social distancing rules will apply. Masks
and gloves will be required. Food and
drink provided.
Also: Georgetown’s answer to Cars and
Coffee, “Pistons on the Square” is
scheduled for June 20th as well. We could
have a club meeting at the event then head
over to my place.
Remember: all funds from the sale of this
car will go to Lemons of Love
Call or e-mail to get on the list!
Robert MacKenzie
210.415.5107 or
robert@mackenzie.aero

In reality we will need less than 10 people
with two in each task.
As I want to keep the numbers down while
still giving everybody an opportunity to
contribute to the cause; please let me know
which of these jobs you might want to
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Secretary’s
Report
May 2020
Mike McPhail

M

ay wasn’t an entire bust, Triumph
wise that is! I managed to sell that
lovely Saffron TR6 to a fellow in the
San Antonio Club who saw my eBay
auction and came up for a test drive…he
bought it anyway! There is a small
contingent in the Hill Country Triumph
club whose moto is “aw heck, we ain’t
scared”, that continue to meet regardless of
the dire warnings of doomsayers.
Those intrepid (reckless?) few have
managed a drive or two in search of fun,
frolic, and beer last month in spite of rain,

wind, hail, dark of night, and the threat of
life-threatening disease. Yes, just another
typical month in Spring.
I am pleased to announce that many of our
favorite haunts are open for business and
life is returning to normal. Why, we are
even having an of�icial HCTC meeting in
June!
Be sure and come to Live Oak on the 13th,
since this is when we will hold our election
for this year’s of�icers! Those not attending
are subject to write in nomination…

Off to San Antonio.
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Bear King Beer Co.

Bear King Beer Co. #2
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From the
Archives
Art Graves

This month’s archive is the Idle Thoughts
column from past president Phil Walden,
from the May 1995 issue of The Ragtop.

K

ick butt and take names!! That was
the scene when the tire smoke
cleared and the asphalt chunks
settled after the driving events were
completed at this year’s Vintage Triumph
Register South Central Regionals held April
28-30 in Clear Lake. Entrants in the
Autocross competition were Bob Kramer,
Jon (Robbie) Fisher, Tom Bishop, Mike
McPhail, Phil Walden, “Double Agent”
Barry Lowe and the HCTC’s lone ladies
entry, Teri Fisher rounding out our “Road
Team.” Dan Daneff and Joanne Munday and
Roger Bolick with lady friend Tina
participated in the Rallye and reported that
a local church had set up their annual
carnival on a road chosen for the Rallye
route, forcing traf�ic to be detoured several
streets off course. More than a few folks
played rallye “peek-a-boo,” with some
giving up and returning to the �inish line
via landmarks rather than instructions.
Afterwards, the host club, The Texas
Triumph Register out of Houston, re-set
the Rallye rules by dropping some
questions and the timing factor in the
scoring calculations to make the event fair
for all. The motto is, never give up, the top
three places were extremely close with the
adjusted scoring.
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Saturday night’s dinner was at Landry’s
Seafood House overlooking Galveston Bay.
The buffet was about as good as it gets at
an affair like this. Kudos to both the host
club and Landry’s. During dinner, the HCTC
won thirty-three raf�le prizes. As always,
our club bought up more than our share of
tickets in support of the host club's efforts.
Many members purchased $20.00 worth,
and it paid off. The club booty list was
topped by ex-patriots Barry and Donna
Lowe’s eight, who ran the raf�le sales
function of the regional for their newly
adopted club. Bob and Barbara were
second with six, tied with the Bishops. At
one point, Roger Bolick won three in a row,
and four out of �ive. Our club also
supported the auction with quite a few
purchases.
On Sunday, a pro photographer took
pictures of the cars with the picturesque
backdrop of Clear Lake and the Hilton's
Marina. Autographed and numbered
limited edition prints of the of�icial
convention poster were available from the
artist, who also happened to be the
designer of Saturday’s Autocross and the
Texas Triumph Register’s lead puller on
their Tug-A-TR team. Quite a talented lady.
At the awards brunch on Sunday the HCTC
[Continued on page 8.]
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Behind the Wheel
Jared Akins
As long as I can remember, my dad has had
that old Triumph TR4. For most of my
youth, if I couldn’t �ind my dad anywhere in
the house, he was probably out in the
garage, working to restore some new part
of it. When he’d �inally get it to run, it
seemed like something else would go
horribly wrong, and there he’d go, back to
the garage. I remember once, he took me
out for a drive in that racing-green
convertible, only for it to break down
before we even got out of the
neighborhood. We had to push it back to
our house, uphill. While famously
unreliable, you can see how this car
captured my imagination even from
childhood. You can also equally see how
trepidatious I might’ve been getting behind
the wheel for the �irst time.
My dad, John, had been promising to teach
me how to drive the Triumph
(affectionately nicknamed “Sheila” by my
mom and I) ever since I’d gotten my license
at sixteen. While I was home over summer
break in 2019, dad had ripped the
transmission out of the car and spent the
better part of four months trying to
wrangle the thing back into the vehicle. He
told me he’d teach me how to drive a
manual over Thanksgiving break. Come
Thanksgiving break, some other problem
had arisen after he’d tried to race with the
car in the month previous, so my education
was to be postponed again. In all the
hubbub of winter break at the end of the
year, there was little time for any lessons. It
wasn’t until spring break of this year that I
�inally got my �irst lesson.
We’d planned it out a few days ahead of
time. I would �inally get behind the wheel
of Sheila and learn how to drive a stick. I’ll
admit, I was nervous. I’d made the mistake
of mentioning my upcoming lessons to

June 2020

some friends of mine from college. One of
them had attempted to learn a manual
before and had given their experience a
less than glowing review. First, my dad
showed me all the bits and bobs necessary
to understand before driving a stick: the
clutch, the handbrake, the gearshift,
different meters on the dashboard. He then
drove the two of us down the road to a
small parking lot down by the river. Each
time my dad would do something, he’d
explain what he was doing and why. I really
only can remember the “what.” The “why”
seems to have gone in one ear and out the
other.
Eventually, we arrived at the little parking
lot. My dad got out of the car and I moved
over to the driver’s side. I looked at him
expectantly through the window. He asked
me what was up, and I asked him if he was
going to get back into the car. My dad told
me that he was just going to stand there
while I drove it around. While there was
nobody else in the parking lot, the thought
of just going around by myself was a little
worrying. But, ever the optimist, my father
gave me a thumbs up and told me to get
going.
I spent the next twenty minutes trying
simply to get the car moving forward. As of
the time I’m writing this, I still can’t get all
the steps in order. If I can recall, getting a
manual car goes something like “brake,
clutch, shift, gas, slowly release clutch” and
that’ll get you moving forwards. As my dad
later explained to me, the reason I kept
stalling the car and almost overheated
Sheila was because I was a little too quick
on releasing the clutch. After a good while
just slowly shuttering forward in the
parking lot, I �inally lucked upon that
perfect speed of releasing the clutch and
moved forwards, although at a snail’s pace.
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All was going well until my dad told me to
shift up a gear, which I responded to by
stalling the car once again.
All in all, we spent about an hour or so
puttering around that parking lot, making
sure I got the hang of it. I ended up driving
us back up the hill home, which went well

considering I stalled the car at a stop sign,
almost getting us hit by a pickup truck. It
was a great experience learning how to
drive a manual, but I hope I get to complete
my education sometime in the future. I
can’t very well check that off my bucket list
until I can drive the car somewhere
without stalling out.

***
From the Archives
reaped the rewards for our efforts. Our two
Concours winners, Dan Daneff and Richard
Knowles, won First and Third respectively
in the TR7 Class. It’s a tribute to the
competition that we didn't win more
Concours Awards, there were many �ine
cars in attendance. Many of our club’s cars
tend to be better suited to a People’s
Choice Vote, with lots of personal touches
added. The TTR opted to encourage
Concours participation by replacing the
People’s Choice classes with one heavily
contested Modi�ied Class. Good cars set up
“just the way you like them,” often don’t do
well in Concours judging. Then again, those
special touches help out in the driving
events. Take a look at this list!
First Place in the Funkana: Phil and
Theresa Walden
First Place in 6 cyl. Autocross: Bob Kramer.

First Place in the TUG-A-TR Team Spit�ire
pull: Jon Fisher, Teri Fisher, Theresa
Walden, Brian Byrd and Bob Kramer.
Another award, the Gary Johnston
Memorial Trophy, was presented to Bob
and Barbara Kramer, for their outstanding
contributions and spirit, as decided by
their peers in the VTR South Central
Region. As I have said on more than one
occasion, Bob and Barbara are the glue that
holds the HCTC together. It makes one feel
good to see such deserving people receive
this prestigious award.
Our eighteen club members had a
tremendous time at this year regionals.
The Texas Triumph Register out did
themselves this time. I hope everyone
makes plans to attend next year’s Regional
in Dallas. The Red River Triumph Club has
a whale of a task trying to follow this year’s
event. They are taking up a collection to
“move” Clear Lake to Dallas. So we’ll be
there, kicking butts and taking names! See
ya Tuesday.

First place in 4 cyl. Autocross: Barry Lowe
Fastest Time of the Day: Bob Kramer
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19th ANNUAL

ALL BRITISH CAR & CYCLE SHOW

Benefitingthe ALS ASSOCIATION
“Fighting Lou Gehrig’s disease”

SPONSORED BY

PRESENTED BY

BRITISH IRON TOURING CLUB
OF NORTHWEST ARKANSAS
University of Arkansas Agripark
Fayetteville, Arkansas

September 10 - 12
Thursday, Sept10
Driving Tour

Friday, Sept11
Driving Tour
Parking Lot Party

Saturday, Sept12
Car Show
Banquet

SPECIAL GUEST

John Nikas
Author

Car Display ● People’s Choice Judging ● ConcessionsAvailable
Host Hotel
Holiday Inn ConventionCenter of Northwest Arkansas
I-49 and Highway 412, Springdale, AR
FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION CONTACT
BILL WATKINS
OR
DOUG SCHRANTZ
479-636-2168
479-531-2783
www.Britishironnwa.org
dougschrantz@gmail.com
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Classifieds
stay up as desired. Asking
$240.00 (Photos right.)
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

SU HS2 Carbs. For Sale a pair of
SUHS2 carbs with chrome air
�ilters. Condition excellent. New
jets, needles, �loat needles and
jets. PRICE $175.00. Contact
Olivio 316-200-3068 phone or
text.
***
We have �inished the restoration of
the TR3A we have owned for
about 44 years. After all those
years of gathering parts and parts
cars, we now have many parts and
pieces left. I am wanting to give
these to either an individual or a
business that will be able to use
them to keep some of these cars
going. I don’t mind if they are sold
by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.
I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors,
a boot lid , maybe a convertible top
frame and some engine parts.

Pipe, E.G.R. Valve to intake
manifold. Used, but in excellent
condition. $40.00. Raymond
Brown, 240-472-7200

I live in Lockhart and can deliver
the parts.

Bill Duran, 512-227-6067 (cell)
***

Tonneau cover (vinyl) without
headrest pockets. Good
condition. Fit all TR-6. $75.00
Cash. Raymond Brown, 240472-7200
Original Triumph TR-6 steel
wheel set (4). Set includes
polished stainless steel trim
rings and silver hub trim with
TR-6 name plate. Asking
$175.00. Raymond Brown
(Phone #240-472-7200)
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***
Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch
cover, trunk light, misc. items.
Text Jim @ 254-563-9141
Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and
10

MOMO Super Indy Mahogany
Steering Wheel 350mm
(13.7”)
Excellent Condition
Manufactured 10/97
(you would need to buy the
install kit speci�ic to your car)
Asking $200
Charles Wagner
cell 512.296.0972
cwagner@sam.biz
***
Used and new TR6 parts for
sale.
Full listing, contact info, and
pictures at https://tinyurl.com/
ryhyq5h
***
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For Sale: Fuel Tank �its TR4,
TR4A, TR250 & TR6 - $100
This is a Victoria British Repro,
it is about a year and a half old
with no rust. It has a few
scrapes and scratches, but is in
great working condition. It also
has the Bob Danielson Petcock
valve. I’ve upgraded to an
aluminum 15 gallon tank and
no longer need this. The tank
is located in Lago Vista, TX.
Contact Rod Hamilton –
rbhamilton1130@gmail.com
(714) 420-6996
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1976 Tr-6 For Sale
Everything works. Always garaged. 71,000 Miles. No Rust. $13,900.
Tom Glass.
tglass@glasscpa.com. 512-964-6650.
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For sale
1961 TR3-A
5,000 miles since frame-off restoration.
Black /Black with White piping.
First in class at ABCD.

$22,500
Jim Vier
(512) 266-1769
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Hill Country Triumph Club Advertising Rates
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts are free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times, for a total of six issues.
Ads or �lyers for other club’s events are free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad
runs must be prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
P�lugerville, TX 78660
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-20 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

HCTC Officers
President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Vice-President — Roger Bolick
Webmaster — Kyle Fagan
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Treasurer — Mike Schubert
512-252-3767
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Mike McPhail
Membership — Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.orgh�p
Become a VTR Member
The Vintage Triumph Register has its benefits. A national club of Triumph
enthusiasts spanning the globe needs you as a member. Affiliate club
membership is not an automatic membership to VTR. Some of the benefits:
The Vintage Triumph Magazine – Our award-winning bi-monthly color publication
2020 VTR National Convention in Galena, Illinois
Access to a large number of local clubs
Website with reference material and members-only sections
Record Trace Certificates TR2/TR3/TR3A/TR3B. Factory trace documents on other
Triumph models no longer available
Clothing, regalia, exclusive items
Specific vehicle consultants and experts
Sign up at https://vintagetriumphregister.org

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of
the Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded
in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph
automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include
other British car fans as associates due to lack of
other clubs in our area that represent some of the
other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which
draws us together. Membership is open to anyone
who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a
car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or
address per year. We have dinner meetings on the
2nd Tuesday of each month, breakfast meetings on
the 2nd Saturday, and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us,
even if you don’t drive your car regularly. We also
offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the
club is to help its members keep their cars on the
road. Please call one of the club of�icers listed in the
newsletter for more information about club
bene�its and spread the word about our club to
others.
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The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports
Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph
Register of America, exclusively for TR2 through
TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and
restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is
encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
triumphregister.com, and 6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill
Country Triumph Club. Material within may be
freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions
may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related
classi�ied ads are free to members and will run for
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.
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Upcoming Events
Next date TBD — Cars & Coffee. Circuit of
the Americas. Info here.
June 13, 2020 — HCTC meeting.
Jun 15-19, 2020 — TRA , Lexington, KY.
POSTPONED until 2021, dates TBD.
July 11, 2020 — HCTC meeting.
Aug 31-Sep 4, 2020 — VTR Nationals,
Galena, Ill. CANCELLED. Info at
www.vtr2020.org.

VA
Oct 24, 2020 — South Texas ABCD,
Boerne, TX
Oct 25, 2020 — Rolling Sculpture Car
Show, Hill Country Galleria, Bee Cave, TX.
rollingsculpturecarshow.com
Nov 14, 2020 — Pioneer Flight Museum
Fall Wings & Wheels Fly-In, Kingsbury, TX.
pioneer�lightmuseum.org

Sept 10-12, 2020 — Triumphest, San
Diego, CA triumphest2020.com
Sept 12, 2020 — Brits in the Ozarks,
Fayetteville, AR. britishironnwa.org/show
Sept 25-27, 2020 — Texas All British Car
Days, Round Rock, TX. CANCELLED.
txabcd.org
Oct 1-3, 2020 — 6-Pack Trials, Richmond,

HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB NAME BADGE
WHITE ON NAVY BLUE
LASER ENGRAVED
MAGNETIC BACKER
SIZE: 1 1/4" X 3 1/2"
$10.00 per badge, inc. tax
NAME ON BADGE #1: ___________________________________________________
NAME ON BADGE #2: ___________________________________________________
Please Print Legibly

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________

Phone:___________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________
Add $2.00 per badge if you want them mailed

(Please make checks out to me)
Send Checks to: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660
trebucs@sbcglobal.net
512-252-3767

June 2020

5/3/2020
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Next Meeting
Next meeting:
Saturday, June 13, 2020, 12:00 Noon
Live Oak Brewery
across US 71 from Austin Bergstrom International Airport,
behind the Fast Park
1615 Crozier Ln
Del Valle, TX 78617
liveoakbrewing.com—Phone: 512-580-4265
RSVP to president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Please note some changes at the brewery:
Taproom Seating Closed
Masks Worn When:
Ordering Beer/Food
Entering Building to Use Restroom

***
Please note there is only one meeting this month!

