
Don has been very busy getting
ready for the Nationals, so we will
just re-run his last letter, which is
still mostly appropriate. Please
note that the Nationals preempt
the regular meetings this month.
Also, check out the tribute the the
50th anniversary of the TR6 at
https://www.hemmings.com/news
letter/newsletter?id=2490&tv=1! -
Editor

I’ve been up to my eyeballs in
dealing with the Nationals. As
I write this, we are a month

[now one  day!] away. I hope you
all will join us even if just for a
day. Come on out for the concours
show on Mercer Street or cheer us
on at the Auto-x at Barton Creek
Mall. Looks like we are on track to
hit our goal of 150 cars so it
should be quite a show. This is
HCTC’s first ever Nationals and
we have quite a lot planned to

make it a memorable one. I
haven’t yet gotten to the point of
“I’ll be glad when this is over”
mainly because of all the help
from the other members. So many
have stepped up to help out it’s
really nice to see us come together
as a club. That being said we could
always use a hand if you’re will-
ing.

If you’ve volunteered and I
haven’t gotten back to you please
remind me again!

Also, Dan needs newsletter arti-
cles, Nel needs your dues and I
need you to come out to the meet-
ing [in November]!

Now that it’s finally cooled off and
is in the high 90’s we should… on
second thought never mind.

Stay Tuned,

Don
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990
to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in
the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that
represent some of the other marques. As owners and
lovers of our unique types of cars, we have a special
kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open
to anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or
without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address
per year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month and at least one other event each month.
We encourage you to join and support us, even if you
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical
assistance if needed. One goal of the club is to help its
members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of
the club officers listed in the newsletter for more
information about club benefits and spread the word
about our club to others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners
Association, which is open to all drivers of Triumph
motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of
America, exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars;
and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the
enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in
these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com,
and www.6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country
Triumph Club. Material within may be freely reproduced
providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and
all newsletter contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may
be emailed to editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car
related classified ads are free to members and will run
for three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.

President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytri
umphclub.org

Vice-President — Roger
Bolick

Webmaster — Kyle Fa-
gan
webmaster@hillcountryt
riumphclub.org

Treasurer — Mike Schu-
bert
512-740-9937
trebucs43@gmail.com

Secretary — Mike
McPhail

Membership — Nel
Mcphail

512-656-1456
membership@hillcountr
ytriumphclub.org

Ragtop Editor — Dan
Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytrium
phclub.org

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletter_test

HCTC Officers
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September was a busy car
hobby month for some
folks…namely me! Nel and I

dragged the Big Healey to Tulsa
on the 4th to hook up with Art
and Karen Graves. They wanted
to join us in Deadwood South Da-
kota for the Austin Healey Con-
clave. Who could blame them? As
I was to learn, Deadwood and the
surrounding area is a must-see

destination for every American,
oh heck, everyone on the planet!
The Black Hills, Mount Rush-
more, Needles Highway, Custer
State Park, Crazy Horse Memori-
al, Devil’s Tower, Badlands Na-
tional Park, Wind Cave National
Park and more are just a short
drive from this historic Western
South Dakota town. Lush scenery
and twisty roads make for an ex-
ceptional top down driving expe-

rience. Art and Karen went so far
as to drive their TR6 all the way
to the Little Big Horn Monument
in Montana!
Deadwood itself is full of history
and excitement…Wild Bill Hick-
ock, one of the best-known West-
ern legends, was killed and
buried here. Main street looks
just like you might imagine it
might have been in the old days

Secretary’s Report September 2019
By Mike McPhail
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Deadwood.Devil’s Tower.

Badlands.Badlands.



and features a shootout every
day at 4 PM sharp.
On the way home, we stopped in
the Denver suburb of Arvada for
the “largest British Car Show
West of the Mississippi”. An esti-
mated 600 vintage English auto-
mobiles were on hand and
people came from all over to at-
tend the Sunday event. We ran
into Triumph enthusiasts Cecil
Wise and Mike & Caroline
Jankowski at this two-day ex-
travaganza, which included a
mountain tour on Saturday. We

might have to make the “Colora-
do English Motoring Conclave”
an annual outing!
Not bored in the least with driv-
ing or gawking at Little British
Cars, Benson Tuttle and I drove
our Triumphs to Natchez for the
“Brits on the Bluff” All British Car
Day. It is quite a hike to Natchez,
especially with the torrential
rain and Interstate 10 closures
that weekend, but they don’t call
us road warriors for nothin’. Our
perseverance was rewarded with
gorgeous weather and a spectac-

ular Old-Town venue overlook-
ing the mighty Mississippi River.
Of course, the last weekend of
the month was TXABCD in beau-
tiful downtown Round Rock. I
am sure that all the exciting de-
tails will be documented else-
where in this publication, but to
sum it up…fantastic!
So, not only did I attend a British
Car Show every weekend in Sep-
tember, the much anticipated
VTR National Convention in
Dripping Springs starts on the
very next Sunday…see you there!

Steers at TxABCD.

Spit6 on the bluff.Triumphs on the bluff.
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Old Fashioned Alignment
By Don Burkley
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After rebuilding
my steering
column, I

found the previous
owner had not aligned
the column properly
with the turn signal
cancelling part in the
column.  So, after cen-
tering everything up, I
found an old article in
a sports car magazine
on how they did align-
ments in the old days
or at the track.  I

found the process was
pretty easy and
brought my alignment
back to normal.  The
specs call for 0-1
1/16” toe in.  I’ll test

drive this thing in the
next few days and see
how it drives.  Maybe I
can avoid that $75
alignment fee at the
local garage.
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Texas All British Car Days 2019
October 2019The Ragtop



Page 12Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2019The Ragtop



Page 13Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2019The Ragtop



Page 14Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2019The Ragtop



Page 15Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2019The Ragtop



Page 16Hill Country Triumph Club

October 2019The Ragtop

Join the
Hill Country Triumph Club

of Austin
as we celebrate

VTR National 2019
in Dripping Springs, Texas   October 6-11, 2019

Visit Luckenbach, TX
With Willie & The Boys

Enjoy the roads at the 
Gateway to the Hill Country

All photos courtesy Don Couch Photography

VTR
2 0 1 9

DDDrrippinng Springss, Texxxaas
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form

Please write legibly.

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________

Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________ Commission Number _________________________________________________

Mail check and/or application to:

Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership

4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371

tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832
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We have finished the restoration
of the TR3A we have owned for
about 44 years. After all those
years of gathering parts and parts
cars, we now have many parts
and pieces left. I am wanting to
give these to either an individual
or a business that will be able to
use them to keep some of these
cars going. I don’t mind if they are
sold by a business or used by an
individual – I just want them to be
used and not stored in my garage.

I have 2 nose caps, a pair of doors,
a boot lid , maybe a convertible
top frame and some engine parts.

I live in Lockhart and can deliver
the parts.

Bill Duran

 512-227-6067 (cell)

* * *

Original Triumph TR-6 steel
wheel set (4). Set includes pol-
ished stainless steel trim rings
and silver hub trim with TR-6
name plate. Asking $175.00. Ray-
mond Brown (Phone #240-472-
7200)

Pipe, E.G.R. Valve to intake
manifold. Used, but in excellent
condition. $40.00. Raymond
Brown, 240-472-7200

Tonneau cover (vinyl) without
headrest pockets. Good condition.
Fit all TR-6. $75.00 Cash. Ray-
mond Brown, 240-472-7200

* * *

Visor assembly with mounts
(both sides), ignition switch cov-
er, trunk light, misc. items.

Text Jim @ 254-563-9141

Used seats from a ‘75 TR6.
Headrests are functional and stay
up as desired. Asking $240.00
(Photos right.)

Text Jim @ 254-563-9141
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For sale
1961 TR3-A

5,000 miles since frame-off restoration.

Black /Black with White piping.

First in class at ABCD.

$22,500
Jim Vier

(512) 266-1769
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HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB ADVERTISING RATES

Effective with the January Rag Top the following ad rates will prevail:

Member ads for Triumph cars or parts will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times (For a total of six issues).

Ads or flyers for other club’s events will continue to be free and will run for two issues.

Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:

Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue

Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue

Half page ad: $15.00 per issue

Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue

These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad runs must be
prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.

Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com

Fees should be sent to:

 HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB
Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop

Pflugerville, TX 78660



Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________

Home Phone:____________________________________________________

Work Phone:____________________________________________________

Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________

How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Membership Application
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jul-19 in the dues column your dues are over-
due now. Any delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.

Mail your check (payable to Hill Country Triumph Club or HCTC) to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr

Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456

nmcphail@austin.rr.com
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Upcoming Events
October 3-6, 2019 — 6-Pack Trials,
St. Louis, MO. Info at
www.britishironnwa.org/show.ht
ml
October 6-11, 2019 — VTR Nation-
als, Dripping Springs, TX. Info at
www.vtr2019.com.

Oct. 26, 2019 — South Texas All
British Car Day, Boerne, TX. Reg-
istration form on p. 18.
Nov 9, 2019 — HCTC morning
meeting.
Nov 12, 2019 — HCTC evening
meeting.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, November 9, 2019, 9:00 AM

Waterloo Ice House
6203 N Capital of Texas Hwy

Austin, TX 78731
NE corner of Lp 360 & RM 2222

waterlooicehouse.com — Phone: 512-478-9700

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 7:00 PM

The Tavern

922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703

At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377


