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Letter from the President In This Issue
By Don Couch

A

BIG THANK YOU goes
out to Pam and Robert
MacKenzie for hosting
our first get-together of 2018
and the Second Annual AEROSWINE Geo together. It was a
great time with members
bringing some great food for
the pot luck lunch. And a BIG
CONGRATS to Julie and Nick
Roccaforte for winning the VTR
Membership raffle. WOO
HOOOOOO!!!!! We’ll get another raffle in the works soon,
maybe future out another way
to get more members entered.
Thanks to all who showed up
at all the Fix-It Days to get your
name in the hat.

Also, mark your calendars for
a co-drive with MG club on a
Valentine drive Sat Feb 17th
2018. There will be a special
Valentine’s gift for any ladies
who join this drive! And
please RSVP Nick by Feb 14th
so he can get a count for the
restaurant. Nick’s contact
email is
roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net or
cell is 832-493-2288. Let me
repeat that, RSVP Nick. Nick
should be who you RSVP. See
the notice in this RAGTOP for
more info.
Looking forward to seeing
you all at the monthly meetings!

Let’s all mark our calendars for
Stay Tuned,
the 2018 SCVTR Regionals in
Lake Conroe, April 19th through
April 21st! Hope we have a
large HCTC crowd attending!

Letter from the
President, by Don
Couch..........................1
Secretary’s Report,
by Mike McPhail.....3
McPhail’s Folly, by
Mike McPhail...........5
Valentine Drive, by
Nick Roccaforte.......7
Classifieds...............14
New Ad Rates........15
Upcoming Events 16
Next Meeting.........16

The Ragtop

February 2018

HCTC Officers
President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriu
mphclub.org
Vice-President — Roger
Bolick
Reservations
Elizabeth Mericas
512-291-6775
emericas@austin.rr.com

Webmaster — Don Couch Membership — Nel
webmaster@hillcountrytri Mcphail
umphclub.org
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytr
Treasurer — Mike Schuiumphclub.org
bert
512-740-9937
Ragtop Editor — Dan Jutrebucs43@gmail.com
lien
512-451-3102
Secretary — Emily Barrett editor@hillcountrytriumph
club.org

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990
to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in
the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that
represent some of the other marques. As owners and
lovers of our unique types of cars, we have a special
kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open
to anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or
without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address
per year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday
of each month and at least one other event each month.
We encourage you to join and support us, even if you
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical
assistance if needed. One goal of the club is to help its
members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of
the club officers listed in the newsletter for more
information about club benefits and spread the word
about our club to others.

Hill Country Triumph Club

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners
Association, which is open to all drivers of Triumph
motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of
America, exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars;
and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the
enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in
these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com,
and www.6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country
Triumph Club. Material within may be freely reproduced
providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. Any and
all newsletter contributions are welcome. Deadline for
submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may
be emailed to editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car
related classified ads are free to members and will run
for three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.
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Secretary’s Report January 2018
By Mike McPhail

P

eople just can’t get enough of
the Hill Country Triumph Club,
as was demonstrated by the
huge turnout at The Tavern on January 9. The days are definitely getting
longer and there was plenty of daylight left when I pulled into the parking lot on 12th and Lamar. This
location has proven to be the best
meeting place ever by virtue of its
central location. Even at six o’clock
the traffic moves briskly heading
North on Mopac, not slowing until
after Enfield Road…which is where I
get off!
Even better is heading South at 9:30,
when I am all but alone on the highway. Remind me to ask Jim Herter
how the drive is from Copperas
Cove…it couldn’t be too onerous,
since he rarely misses a meeting! Bill
Waller comes over right after work,

Hill Country Triumph Club

staking out the seat right by the
Thirsty Goat tap. It’s nice to get there
early so as to greet your friends as
they walk through the door.
The food is excellent, by the way, so
bring a date to share the enormous
serving of chicken fried steak and
mashed potatoes. Too much for
me…I can’t even finish the Philly and
sweet potato fries. Bob Baker says
they are the best fries he has ever
tasted!
Don presided over the meeting
where we discussed upcoming
events and lamented the recent loss
of some of our cherished members.
It was only four days until the muchanticipated post-holiday party at
Pam and Robert MacKenzie’s
Georgetown estate. While only a few
miles from Loop 130, they are certainly out in the country and I found

the sixty-mile drive perfect for blowing the soot out of my tailpipe!
The activities started out in Robert’s
well-equipped shop where he keeps
his racecars. HCTC members
brought all manner of good eats to
share, and no one left the buffet hungry. However, the “piece de resistance” was the delicious homemade
chili generously provided by our
hosts.
Rising temperatures and glorious
sunshine coaxed everyone outside
for some lively chatter and vigorous
tire-kicking. This was certainly a joyous beginning for the new year!
We hope to see you all again Saturday morning February 10th at The
Frisco, and again on Tuesday evening the 13th at The Tavern.
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McPhail’s Folly
By Mike McPhail

I

t would have been a shame
to send the remains of
“Doris 1” to the scrap yard.
Only the tub of Bob Skewis’s
wrecked Spitfire was left over
after Bob and Don got through
salvaging the usable bits. They
wanted to get the hulk out of
my backyard, thinking that I
had seen enough of it. Truth is,
I rather enjoyed having that
damaged Triumph as a yard
car!
So, instead of cutting it up and
hauling it off to the metal recycler, it became the basis of my
current project…a Spitfire Six.
All that was needed to build a
car was a clapped out GT6,

which came to me via eBay
and a tip from Don. Five hundred dollars later, I was the
proud owner of a 1973 Triumph GT6.
The drive to Weatherford was
lots of fun, given all the friendly banter between my brother
Charlie, Benson Tuttle and
myself. The GT6 was tucked
behind Bobby Whitehead’s
Pawn Shop, along with three
other crappy TRs of the same
model.
The car was mostly
complete…just lacking carburetors and a radiator. Once
safely back in Dripping

Springs, Benson and I couldn’t
resist tinkering with the sad
looking junk yard refugee, and
had the motor running in
short order. Unfortunately,
there was a loud knock which
turned out to be a rod. The
number six big end bearing
was gone, taking the crankshaft journal with it. Otherwise, the engine looked to be
quite serviceable.
A plug and play crankshaft
was sourced from eBay and I
have since reassembled the
engine with new rings and
bearings. I will find out tomorrow if the operation was a success…

Doris One.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Crusher bait.

Good bones.

GT6 motor reassembled.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Valentine Drive
By Nick Roccaforte

T

he MG club has cordially invited us to join them on a Valentine drive!
The drive will be on Saturday Feb. 17 however and not on Valentine’s
Day Wed. Feb 14th! The drive will begin west of Cedar Park at the
Chevron station on the corner of 1431 and Nameless Road. The drive will
take us through winding roads and hills through the country and end up in
Burnet for lunch at the Trail Blazer Grill in the town square. There will be
time after lunch for browsing at the antique shops in the square and then a
short trip to the Highland Lakes Air Museum. See below for the outline of the
drive. Directions will be distributed at the start of the drive.
Date: Sat Feb 17th 2018
Time: Meet at the corner of 1431 and Nameless road at 10:15 am. for
about a 35 mile drive
Lunch: Trail Blazer Grill in Burnet between 11:30 -12:30
Shopping in square: 12:30am - 1:30pm
Leave for the Air Museum: 1:30pm ( 3 mile drive)
End of initial drive and leave for home around 2:30pm
Additional Options after the Flight Museum:

Those interested in driving to the Chunky Cow in Florence for ice cream may
join Dale who will be the drive leader.
Those interested in driving to the Sports Clips Car collection in Georgetown
may join Nick who will be the drive leader.
***Note: There will be a special Valentine’s gift for any ladies who join this
drive!
Anyone interested in the drive to Burnet please either email or call Nick by
Feb 14th so he can get a count for the restaurant. Anyone interested in additional options after the flight museum can just let the drive leader know at
lunch that day. Nick’s contact email is roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net or cell is
832-493-2288.
Thanks and hope to see you on the drive!
Hill Country Triumph Club
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ATTENTION MEMBERS. . .

This is a facility with over 100 interesting and collectable cars in a climate controlled atmosphere!
It is located about fifteen minutes away from the “Frisco”.

(Cameras will be allowed, but please do not take pictures of license plates
or post your pictures to any social media sites)

DIRECTIONS FROM THE FRISCO:
Go North on Burnet (Right) to the 183 South Frontage Road, Right on the Frontage Road to the third driveway,
Right through the gate and park.

PETROL LOUNGE

Hill Country Triumph Club

8990 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78758
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WE WILL HAVE A SILENT
AUCTION AT THE FEBRUARY
MEETING FOR A NEBO SEVEN-Z LED CAMO FLASHLIGHT

Value. . . . approx. $50.00
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO INTO OUR CHECKING ACCOUNT

Hill Country Triumph Club
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helmet
as
we
run
the
Autocross. Catch up and enjoy
some fun with your fellow
Triumph lovers and friends at
the
Welcome
Reception,
breakfast run and dinner
drives. Our event ends with
the
Awards
Banquet,
overlooking Lake Conroe.

The Texas Triumph Register
invites you to join us by the
lakeshore at the 2018 Vintage
Triumph Register South
Central Regionals
On April 19 – 22, 2018, this
year’s event will be held at the
beautiful, lakeside La Torretta
Report and Spa, offering such
amenities
as
onsite
restaurants, private beach,
adult and children’s pools, lazy
river,
tennis
courts,
golf
course, fitness center and spa.
Plan
on
traveling
the
backroads of the Lake Conroe
area as we visit unique sights
and venues, and run the
Gimmick Rally. Get your car
polished up and ready for the
Concours, try the challenge of
the Funkhana, and grab your

Hill Country Triumph Club

Reserve your rooms before
they’re gone, by visiting the La
Torretta website:
https://aws.passkey.com/gt/2
13249224?gtid=886489001b03
6f55b1bbbcfb340861d
Register for the Regionals at:
www.texastriumphregister.org
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds

TR6 AC Unit Plus Compressor Backet $90.00
Joe Payne
(M)210.326.6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com
TR6 Hard Top OEM from a 1976
Gloss Black top is nice condition with good glass.
Chrome trim, seals and liner will need attention. $650
and I'll throw in the wheeled storage trolley. In storage
in Kyle, local pick-up only. Dave Foreman 512-282-5118

TR-6 seats with rails and Interior from 1969 TR-6.
Has all the original jute, most of the carpet and panels. $200.00
Joe Payne
(M)210.326.6673
robjoepayne@yahoo.com
I am selling my 1980 TR8 (listed on Craigslist)
Triple carb intake for TR6 may fit other 6 cyl. engines.
Carpet kit TR7-8
Factory air cleaner GT6.

TR4 Surrey Top, new, incomplete. This does not include
the Backlight portion. I had this commissioned with a
guy in S Texas several years ago. Paid $2500, but he
passed away before the job was completed. Very high
OEM quality signal red, includes framing for soft top,
unique T-Top, and hard top. All this needs to be complete is the backlight. Need gone. $500 obo. In storage
in Kyle, local pick-up only. Dave Foreman 512-282-5118

Hill Country Triumph Club

My 72 GT6 (listed on Craigslist)
Call for prices or pictures all parts are in my shop in Marble
Falls. 512-909-6849.
Mark Jenks

I need a left front fender, battery box, 2 floor boards,
2 rocker panels, rear floor panel, tonneau saddle
panel for a 1958 Triumph TR3A. Thanks.
dasoka@hotmail.com
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HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB ADVERTISING RATES
Effective with the January Rag Top the following ad rates will prevail:
Member ads for Triumph cars or parts will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
These ads may be renewed as necessary two times (For a total of six issues).
Ads or flyers for other club’s events will continue to be free and will run for two issues.
Ads for commercial items or services will be charged the following rates:
Business Card ad: $5:00 per issue
Quarter page ad: $10.00 per issue
Half page ad: $15.00 per issue
Full-page ad: $25.00 per issue
These ads must be prepaid and can be scheduled for as long as desired, minimum of six issues. Long term ad runs must be
prepaid at the time of scheduling. All ads must include artwork.
Artwork should be submitted to Dan Julien at dan.julien@gmail.com
Fees should be sent to:
HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB

Attn: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-18 in the dues column your dues are due
now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
July 17-21 — VTR Nationals, La
February 10 — HCTC Saturday
breakfast meeting, 9AM, The Frisco. Crosse, WI. Info at
February 13 — HCTC Tuesday eve- www.mntriumphs.org/vtr2018.sh
tm.
ning meeting, 7 PM, The Tavern.
April 19-22 — VTR Regionals, Lake September 27-30 — 6-Pack Trials,
Fontana Dam, NC. Info at
Conroe.
jimholewka.wixsite.com/trials2018.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, February 10, 2018, 9:00 AM
The Frisco
6801 Burnet Rd
Austin, TX 78757
thefriscoaustin.com — Phone: 512-459-6279
Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 7:00 PM
The Tavern
922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703
At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377
Hill Country Triumph Club
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