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Letter from the President In This Issue
By Don Couch

H

APPY NEW YEAR! I’m looking
forward to a year packed with
Triumph events, drives and get
togethers.
Our first meeting will be Tuesday
night at the Tavern. Always a fun gathering. This will be followed by the third of
our “FIX-IT” days. Pam and Robert MacKenzie have agreed to open their home to
us. They have a wonderful farm located
in Georgetown and Robert has offered to
do tyre mounting, balancing and rotating
as needed, with YOUR help of course. So,
if you have a tyre or two that needs
mounting or balancing, bring ‘em on. He
does request you provide your own valve
stems though. He also has a lift if you
need to use it or if you just wondered
what the underside of your car looks like.

sparks! I wasn’t bottoming out and didn’t
hear any odd noises. I tried to get Bill’s
attention but, well, we all know Bill and
attention are not two words that go together very often!
Anyway, I slowed down and thought
about pulling off to the shoulder. I saw
Bob and Bill quickly disappearing so I
sped up to catch them. Now it seems the
sparks had stopped. Then, there they
were again. I caught up to Bill at the turn
onto 290. He got behind me and then
pulled up alongside and said the sparks
were coming from the tailpipe.

This actually made me feel more at
ease. Nothing is going to grind off I
thought. I had oil pressure and power so
we pressed on for Austin. Bill said it
stopped after a couple miles. I did see it
It seems like forever ago we did the
once more but nowhere near as intense
Johnson City Lights drive. We had quite
as it had been. Not sure what made it
the turnout and the lights were as beau- Spit Fire but Ruby was running rich as I
tiful a sight as ever. For me, the drive
had swapped the main jets for one size
back proved to be a bit of a white knuck- larger. It was freezing cold and the mufle ride.
fler has about 200K+ miles on it. I guess
it’s
possible the old baffling was what I
Driving back to Austin, I was following
was
seeing. We’ll see.
Bob Skewis and Bill Waller. We made the
turn onto HWY 281 when my car decided
Looking forward to seeing you all
to live up to it’s name. It was pitch black soon and I hope 2017 provides the Best
out and from the rearview mirror I saw a of British to you all.
shower for sparks coming from the back
of my Spitfire. And I mean a LOT of
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-17 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association,
which is open to all drivers of Triumph motorcars; a chapter
of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for TR2
through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of
the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these
national organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at
www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per
Club.
Material within may be freely reproduced providing
year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each
Ragtop
and the authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
month and at least one other event each month. We encourage
contributions
are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
end
of
each
month.
Submissions may be emailed to
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org.
Car related classified ads
goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the
are
free
to
members
and
will
run
for
three months unless
road. Please call one of the club officers listed in the
otherwise
instructed.
Contact
editor
for
other ads.
newsletter for more information about club benefits and
spread the word about our club to others.
The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to
bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the
Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent
some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws
us together. Membership is open to anyone who is a British
car enthusiast, with or without a car.
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Zenith Stromberg
175 CD Carburetors, Part 2

W

e sure didn’t use
very many parts
from that rebuild kit
last month! Actually, there will
be quite a few redundant bits
left over when the job is done.
While the diaphragm and needle seal are the most likely replaceable parts in the carb to
need attention, in order to do a
good job, it is necessary to
completely disassemble the
rest of the 175CD.

By Mike McPhail
In rare cases, the brass jet
may be worn…the .100 hole
should not be out of round and
can be checked with a drill bit
of that size. The jet is pressed
into the body to precise depth
and can be replaced by the daring home mechanic. The rest of
the rebuild is pretty easy!
The float bowl on the bottom is held on by six screws
and when removed, reveals the
float and valve. An accumula-

tion of crud in the bottom
might signal the need for a new
gas tank and line…or at the
very least a filter. I like to install a Fram G2 as near as possible to the tank. Shake the
float to be sure there is no gasoline inside. There are several
aluminum adjusting washers
in the kit to place under the
new valve (some folks like to
call it the float bowl jet). The
thick one seems to be the

Float bowl removed.

Hill Country Triumph Club

Page 3

The Ragtop

January 2017

washer most likely to get the
float in the right position. The
book talks about bending the
arm on the float to get a 17 mm
measurement, but the bending
should only be used to fine
tune the position of the float.
When the line formed by the
two halves of the plastic float is
parallel to the carb casting the
level will be just right…hold
the carb upside down and eyeball it!

down body with compressed
air. Don’t get carb cleaner anywhere near the rubber parts.
On later carbs there is a valve
that re-routes the float bowl
vent from the carbon canister
line to a passage to the air
cleaner. At idle, the anti-run on
valve applies vacuum through
the canister to the float bowl
when the car is shut off. A liberal dose of carb cleaner
should get things working.

While the float bowl is off,
check the tube that delivers
gas to the “choke” for obstructions. You might as well spray
carb cleaner in all the orifices
and blow out the stripped

There is no choke butterfly
like in some carburetors, but a
mechanism on the side consisting of a disk with tiny holes
that get progressively bigger as
the cable is pulled. This action

allows more gas into the carb
throat while a cam opens the
throttle slightly. Remove the
cover to see that the holes are
unobstructed. The increase in
idle speed is adjusted by a
screw with a locking nut positioned over the cam. The arm
that the screw is attached to is
a great place to rev the engine
by hand, as it moves quite easily with thumb and forefinger.
There are seals on the throttle shaft that should be renewed. Remove the two
screws holding the butterfly,
noting the orientation. Remove
the butterfly and shaft in order
to allow access to the brass

Choke side of carb.
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seal retainers on either side of the carb body.
Place the new seals in the new retainers with
the same orientation as the old ones and press
them in place. Put the shaft and butterfly back
using Loctite on the screws. Note the photo
showing one of these screws imbedded in Andy’s piston. Knock! Knock! Knock!
Lastly, there are three gadgets on the other
side of the body that need attention. (1)The idle
trim screw should be turned all the way in.
(2)The temperature compensator has two
seals; one in the body and the other under the
compensator. Adjust the tiny lock-nut on the
arm so that the rubber stopper just seals the
hole at room temperature. If you want to see it
in action, hit the bi-metal arm with your heat
gun! (3)The by-pass valve probably doesn’t
work…it has a tiny diaphragm inside that may
have turned to stone long ago. A malfunctioning by-pass will cause high idle, but parts to repair the valve are not included in the kit. For
my money, just plug the hole leading to the intake manifold with silicone and/or rotate the
spacer between the carb and manifold 180 degrees so that the hole is covered. Some by-pass
valves have an adjustment screw that would
allow you to render it inoperable.

Screw embedded in number four piston.

Of course, if this job doesn’t work out you
can always buy a new set of SUs for about
$1000…
Choke mechanism.

Temp compensator and bypass.
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9th Annual

Rolling Sculpture Car Show
By Dean Mericas

T

he 9th Annual Rolling Sculpture Car Show will be held
on Sunday, January 15th
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with the
newly renovated Hill Country Galleria as the backdrop.
Since its beginning in 2008, the Hill
Country Rolling Sculpture Car
Show has become an institution in
Bee Cave, with upwards of 200 collector cars, antiques, modern classics, exotics, muscle cars, street
rods, foreign sports cars, art cars,
and even bicycles lining Hill Country Boulevard and its side streets

Hill Country Triumph Club

to the enjoyment of the participants and spectators, and continuing benefit of the Bee Cave Public
Library. With live music, restaurants, shops, and a multi-screen
theater, it’s a day-long family
event. To date, more than $47,000
has been raised for the library
though sponsorships, registrations,
and outright donations. All of the
money goes to the Friends of Bee
Cave Public Library, a 501(c)(3)
non-profit corporation dedicated
to supporting and promoting the
Bee Cave library.

Awards will be presented by the
show’s sponsors according to
themes they’ve selected. For example, in 2015 Rolls Royce Motorcars
Austin presented the “Best Rolling
Sculpture” trophy while Hill Country Design Build awarded their
choice of the “Best Restoration.”
In a change from previous years,
this date doesn't conflict with any
local British car shows, so we're
hoping to have a record turnout
from the HCTC.

Page 6

The Ragtop

Hill Country Triumph Club

January 2017

Page 7

The Ragtop

Hill Country Triumph Club

January 2017

Page 8

The Ragtop

January 2017

TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices
Wood Wheels with Hub
Leather Wheels with Hub
Vinyl Wheels with Hub

$219.95
$119.95
$109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at
jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.
Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds
PARTS FOR SALE: During the past few years, I have been
upgrading many of my 1972 TR6 components. Recently, I
have cleaned out my garage and have the following serviceable parts for sale.
Stock front anti-sway bar
Stock rear axle hubs
Stock starter
Stock front brake calipers
Stock front brake rotors
Stock radiator
After market cast aluminum valve cover, black “Triumph
Tune”.
Interior Dash Side Panels for center console w/o speaker
holes

I know I have been out of the loop for a while with the
club members but still enjoy the Triumph hobby. In an
effort to add a unique look to my shop, I sourced a
maker of metal signs. This is the sign i have asked him
to make.
I thought some other members might be interested as
well. Here is the pricing and the different finishes he
can offer.
4'x6' sign as per pic/3 colors printed on .040 aluminum sheet -does not include wood borders/aging or
crating /shipping, $325.00
printed on painted 24-26 ga steel sheet no aging wood
borders crating or shipping $425.00
on steel as per pic w/wood borders, aged and distressed $565.00

Hella halogen driving lights, 500 series, 6” diameter with
covers.
Holly 600 cfm carburetor removed from my 65 Corvette.
Contact Don Burkley: DBurkley@austin.rr.com or 512-2037558 for description, photos and asking prices.

Early Spitfire 1500 Restoration Project. FM
472/Oct 72 build. True “Barn Find” — stored 31
years. European delivery car with 53K miles. Original “Overseas Visitor” disk intact. Euro spec bumpers. Non-emission engine. New tyres. Rust free
tub. Overdrive gearbox. Mechanicals unmolested
and unmodified. Top, seat upholstery and dashpad
perfect. Engine turns with good compression on all
cylinders. Perfect candidate for a full concours restoration. $3500 robert@mackenzie.aero

If people have questions, they can reach me at 512
517-5325
Thank you,
Fil Valderrama

II have the following items at my shop in Marble
Falls for sale.
1. Soft top rail TR7-8.
2. Intake and exhaust manifolds TR4 and TR6.
3. New Black carpet kit for TR7-8
I can send pictures and all prices open to offers.
Mark Jenks @ 512-909-6849 or email
Jen2ma@live.com

Hill Country Triumph Club
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TR-6 Factory Hardtop for Sale

$1500.

Comes complete with new seals and hardware for rebuilding from the Roadster Factory
Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com (m) 210.326.6673

Triumph Doors Complete with Glass and Trunk Lid $500
Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com (m) 210.326.6673

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds
Two Mazda MX5 seats in good condition.
Mounting rails modified to fit a Spitfire. Black
with blue cloth inserts. Free to good home, or a
bad home, just get them out of my garage.
Robert@mackenzie.aero

I am cleaning out my garage and have
found the radiator from the 71 TR6 which I
purchased a few years ago and later sold. I
changed the radiator out after it developed
a leak on a club driving event. I never had
it fixed, but was wondering if anyone could
have a use for it. Obviously it would be
free to a good home if someone wants it.

I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a
vehicle I am restoring. If you have one for sale
please call me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderrama

RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Carol 512-971-6778.

Thanks,
Terry Jones
tjones@zcon.com

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620
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Upcoming Events
January 10, 2017 — HCTC evening meeting, The Tavern, 12th and Lamar.
January 14 — Tune-up Day #3, at Pam and Robert MacKenzie’s AERO-SWINE/SPITFIRE GARAGE. Combined
with Saturday meeting.
January 15 — Rolling Sculpture Car Show. Information at http://www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com/

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, January 10, 2016, 7:00 PM
The Tavern
922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703
At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377

Next Saturday meeting:
Saturday, January 14, 2016, 11:00 AM
Pam and Robert MacKenzie’s AERO-SWINE/SPITFIRE GARAGE
550 Miller Hill Rd
Georgetown, TX 78626
RSVP robert@mackenzie.aero
Hill Country Triumph Club
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