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Letter from the President In This Issue
By Don Couch

O

ctober was a slow TRIUMPH month for me. I
couldn’t make the Saturday morning meeting. I have to
thank Phil McKenzie for winning the “President for a Day”
contest. And I need to thank all
of the three of you who entered!

like the idea of two meetings a
month. I see a different crowd
at each and it keeps us all together!

As I write this, I’m just back
from Texas World Speedway
where I finally got my last of
three races in to finish off my
novice permit with the SCCA. I
The wisdom of having two
can now get my competition limeeting a month has come up
cense. Hearing of the news, it
again. I really feel like the Tues- seems Dave Foreman promptly
day meeting “fits the bill”. The sold off his racing Spitfire! All
club is a “close, tight” knit gath- kidding aside, I cannot thank
ering of members. I always
Dave enough for all his support
think these meetings are a
in helping get this license. He
great way for us to get “closer
loaned me his BMW M3 to use,
to each other”. Sometimes, per- as my Spitfire’s motor blew up
haps we “rub each other” the
in March. I even managed to
wrong way but we are a “close pull off a third place victory in
family” and the Tuesday night
my class! THANK YOU DAVE!!!!
meeting seems to really “draw
Looking forward to seeing y’all
us together”. I think it great we
soon,
can get “up close and personal”
with each other. So for me, I
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says July-16 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association,
which is open to all drivers of Triumph motorcars; a chapter
of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for TR2
through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of
the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these
national organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at
www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per
Club.
Material within may be freely reproduced providing
year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each
Ragtop
and the authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
month and at least one other event each month. We encourage
contributions
are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
end
of
each
month.
Submissions may be emailed to
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org.
Car related classified ads
goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the
are
free
to
members
and
will
run
for
three months unless
road. Please call one of the club officers listed in the
otherwise
instructed.
Contact
editor
for
other ads.
newsletter for more information about club benefits and
spread the word about our club to others.
The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to
bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the
Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent
some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws
us together. Membership is open to anyone who is a British
car enthusiast, with or without a car.
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McKenzie’s Meeting Minutes
HCTC October Meetings: 8 and 11 October, 2016
By Phil McKenzi e

T

he Hill Country Triumph
Club’s first meeting of the
month was Saturday
morning the 8th meeting at
“The Frisco”. Despite the excellent weather, the meeting was
sparsely attended, in part due to
the VTR national meet that was
still in progress. Nonetheless,
we had a lively and tight-knit
meeting.
The TR6s and Spitfires were
tied 2 and 2 for attendance:
Roger and Tina Bolick and Mitch
Zess in TR6s and Phil McKenzie
and Mike Jankowski in their
rugged Spitfires. Also in attendance were Mike Schubert, Torf
Torfason, Dave Edgerly, and visiting from Oregon, Sam Bass!
Phil McKenzie and Mike
Jankowski held a brief meeting,
recounting the meetings from
September, and giving an update of the events occurring in
October. Mike Schubert gave a

Treasury report, with the balance at around $5200. Mike
noted that the balance has remained relatively steady, with
membership dues received balancing out event expenditures.
More than enough reserves are
available to cover hosting the
next VTR regional event in a few
years time. After the meeting
adjourned, tech-talk moved to
the parking lot and continued
for some time to enjoy the clear,
cool weather.
Our second meeting of October
was on Tuesday night the 11th at
“The Tavern” at 12th and Lamar.
Although I arrived in the “jungle
Spit” promptly at 7 PM, the
gathering was already in full
swing as evidenced by the pictures below. In addition to myself, Don Couch, Tina and Roger
Bolick with their TR6, Mike
Jankowski and Nichole with his
Spitfire, Betina and Dave For-

man, David Fowler, Bob Skewis,
Robert MacKenzie, Torf Torfason and Bill Waller were in attendance and enjoying the
Tavern’s food and drink. Mike
Jankowski started the meeting
with a report on the VTR national meet held in Pottsboro Texas
and his whirlwind roundtrip in
his Spitfire. Don continued the
meeting with a report on the All
British Car day and upcoming
events including the Vintage Nationals to be held in November
at COTA and the “Mystery Tour”
to occur after the November
HCTC meeting Saturday morning (November 12th at the Frisco). Torf finished-up the
meeting sharing the events
leading to his decision to sell his
TR3. After the announcements,
members lingered a while for at
least one more round of drinks,
and plenty of car and non-car
conversations.

Photos from the meeting at “The Tavern”.
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ATTENTION MEMBERS. . .

This is a facility with over a 100 interesting and
collectable cars inside!
It is located about fifteen minutes away from the
“Frisco”.

(Cameras will be allowed, but please do not take pictures of license plates
or post your pictures to any social media sites)

DIRECTIONS FROM THE FRISCO:
Go North on Burnet (Right) to the 183 South Frontage Road, Right on the Frontage Road to the third driveway,
Right through the gate and park.

PETROL LOUNGE 8990 Research Blvd. Austin, TX 78758

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Vintage Triumph Register
National Convention
Pottsboro, Texas, October 3-7, 2016

By Dan Julien

T

he Vintage Triumph
Register held its annual
convention in Pottsboro, Texas from October 3-7.
The Red River Triumph Club
did a great job as hosts. The
show was notable for the turnout of early Triumphs (pre
war Glorias, and 1800 and 200
Roadsters from the late 1940s.
The HCTC contingent brought
home a good share of awards.
HCTC member and former

Hill Country Triumph Club

Austin resident Art Graves
won the Charles McCartney
Daily Driver Award. In Participants Choice, Art Graves took
1st place in Late TR6, and Dennis Duke took 2nd place for
Spitfire. Concours awards
went to Jim Herter (Preservation Class, for his 1970 TR6),
Mike McPhail (2nd place, TR6
Early), and Dan and Francis
Julien (3rd place, TR6 Early).
Autocross awards went to club

members Art Graves (2nd place
S6, TR250/TR6 stock), Mike
Jankowski (1st place M5, Spitfire MK IV & 1500, Modified),
and Robert McKenzie (1st
place PS, Spitfire, Prepared).
And in the other driving
events, Art Graves was 4th in
the Time-Speed-Distance Rally, and Art Graves and Dan Julien were 2nd in the Hare and
Hound Rally.
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Fall British Car Shows
By Mike McPhail

T

he LBC event calendar
really explodes after Labor Day… I have been to
at least six shows in two
months and still haven’t won
anything!

On September 10th there was
Brits in the Ozarks on the outskirts of Fayetteville
Arkansas…only six hundred
miles from Drippin’ and just
ten hours in a fast TR6. If you
have never driven highway
259 through eastern Oklahoma, let me tell you that it is
more than just okay! The wel-

come party was well under
way when I rolled into the Holiday Inn, to be greeted by Art
Graves and a couple of hundred other British car enthusiasts. As usual, the weather was
perfect for the Saturday show,
which benefited the ALS foundation.
September 25 was Texas All
British Car Day in Round Rock,
the biggest ABCD in the Lone
Star State. This time I debuted
my French Blue 1973 TR6,
which I built over the last few
years from mostly junk
parts…it’s all Roger Bolick’s

fault! The HCTC Official Road
Warrior Team was there, AKA
Art Graves, Benson Tuttle, and
yours truly…along with everyone of note in the Texas British
car scene. Vince Barnell and his
prize winning E-type joined the
warriors for the trip.
October 3-7 was the Vintage
Triumph Register National
Convention at Lake Texoma.
Once again, the road warriors
were on hand, competing
fiercely in all the events. It
would seem that everyone
from our club won some kind
of award, especially Art who,

Brits in the Ozarks party.
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among other things, was this
year’s Charles McCartney Trophy recipient! Also of note, Dan
Julien won a fast driving award
from the Pottsboro Police Department.
October 15 was the Houston
Texas All British Car Expo, also
unofficially known as the Houston MG Car Show. I meant to
drive my Bugeye, but it was
raining when I left the house
Friday, so the “Purple Peril”
TR6 was pressed into service.
Wouldn’t you know…the rain
stopped in thirty minutes and
the weather was absolutely
perfect the rest of the weekend. I stopped off to see Healey
impresarios Pete and Jane Sandy at their temporary digs near
Brookshire and was treated to
a delicious dinner and stimulating conversation lasting late
into the night. I enjoyed breakfast with the Texas Triumph
Register at the ritzy Falcon
Pointe Country Club. The show
was right out front, and an
amazing variety of British Iron

Fall colors at the Old Edwards Club.
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was displayed. This was a far
cry from the Trader’s Village
location of years ago.
October 22 was the Euro Auto
Fest in Spartanburg SC sponsored by BMW, which has a
plant nearby. Vince invited me
along for a week in the Smokey
Mountains, starting at Rick and
Sandy Alley’s fine home near
Atlanta. The four of us drove to
Greenville, SC on Friday so as
to be able to attend the show
on Saturday. The whole weekend was quite a party, and we
finished up by looking for Mice
on Main Street, (thanks to
Chris O’Neal) an enjoyable
scavenger hunt. Sadly, Rick and
Sandy had to get back home on
Sunday, but Vince and I were
off to Mountain Air NC to see
the Osbornes. Jeff and Susan
put on a lovely dinner party
Sunday night, but we would
not get to enjoy their company
again until they joined us
Thursday night at Vince’s
“hideout” at the Old Edwards
Club near Highlands NC.

My Friday flight from Atlanta
to Austin got me in at 7 PM,
just in time for Nel to pick me
up at the airport, rush home,
switch cars, and drive to
Boerne for the South Texas All
British Car Day. I had “won” a
weekend at the William Hotel,
(supposedly the swankiest
lodgings in town) at the Healey
event in April. The room was
nice, but there was no hot
water…so much for luxury accommodations. No mater, the
sun was shining and the cars
were magnificent. Saturday
night there was a Halloween
party at the Roundup (biker
bar?) and an old car show on
Main Street…who knew that
there was so much to do in
Boerne?
I am going to skip the vintage
racing at COTA this week end
and rest up for the Healey
Drive in Montgomery on the
12th. Yes, Anne, I promise to
drive an Austin Healey this
time!

Fall colors in Mountain Air.
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Halloween at the Roundup.

Houston Show at Falcon Pointe.

Triumphs in Boerne.

Triumphs in Fayetteville

Show on Main Street.
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TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices
Wood Wheels with Hub
Leather Wheels with Hub
Vinyl Wheels with Hub

$219.95
$119.95
$109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at
jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.
Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds
II have the following items at my shop in Marble
Falls for sale.
1. Metal soft top frame for TR7-8 used but in good
shape.
2. New soft top in box TR7-8.
3. Org. air cleaner and valve cover GT6.
4. Intake and exhaust manifold TR4 and GT6.
5. New Black carpet kit for TR7-8
I can send pictures and all prices open to offers.
Mark Jenks @ 512-909-6849 or email
Jen2ma@live.com

I know I have been out of the loop for a while
with the club members but still enjoy the Triumph hobby. In an effort to add a unique look to
my shop, I sourced a maker of metal signs. This is
the sign i have asked him to make.
I thought some other members might be interested as well. Here is the pricing and the different
finishes he can offer.
4'x6' sign as per pic/3 colors printed on .040 aluminum sheet -does not include wood
borders/aging or crating /shipping, $325.00
printed on painted 24-26 ga steel sheet no aging
wood borders crating or shipping $425.00

Early Spitfire 1500 Restoration Project. FM
472/Oct 72 build. True “Barn Find” — stored 31
years. European delivery car with 53K miles. Original “Overseas Visitor” disk intact. Euro spec bumpers. Non-emission engine. New tyres. Rust free
tub. Overdrive gearbox. Mechanicals unmolested
and unmodified. Top, seat upholstery and dashpad
perfect. Engine turns with good compression on all
cylinders. Perfect candidate for a full concours restoration. $3500 robert@mackenzie.aero

on steel as per pic w/wood borders, aged and distressed $565.00
If people have questions, they can reach me at
512-517-5325
Thank you,
Fil Valderrama

I recently bought a project 1965 TR4a…. Any advice, help, parts,would be greatly appreciated
Alan Palmer ampalmer4@gmail.com

Hill Country Triumph Club
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TR-6 Factory Hardtop for Sale

$1500.

Comes complete with new seals and hardware for rebuilding from the Roadster Factory
Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com (m) 210.326.6673

Triumph Doors Complete with Glass and Trunk Lid $500
Contact Joe Payne email: robjoepayne@yahoo.com (m) 210.326.6673

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds
Two Mazda MX5 seats in good condition.
Mounting rails modified to fit a Spitfire. Black
with blue cloth inserts. Free to good home, or a
bad home, just get them out of my garage.
Robert@mackenzie.aero

RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Carol 512-971-6778.

I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a
vehicle I am restoring. If you have one for sale
please call me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderrama

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
November 8 — HCTC Tuesday Evening Meeting.

November 12 — Bastrop Veteran’s Day Car Show.

November 12 — HCTC Saturday Breakfast Meeting.

January 15, 2017 — Rolling Sculpture Car Show. Information at http://www.rollingsculpturecarshow.com/

November 12 — Petrol Lounge tour. See page 4.

Next breakfast meeting:
Saturday, November 12, 2016, 9:00 AM
The Frisco
6801 Burnet Rd
Austin, TX 78757
thefriscoaustin.com — Phone: 512-459-6279
If you ordered a club name badge, Mike Schubert will have them at the October Saturday meeting.

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, November 8, 2016, 7:00 PM
The Tavern
922 West 12th St
Austin, TX 78703
At the corner of 12th and Lamar
tavernaustin.com — Phone: 512-320-8377
Hill Country Triumph Club

Page 20

