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Letter from the President In This Issue
By Don Couch

I

t is truly an honor to be your
club President. Brenda and I
look forward to a great year
filled with a variety of Triumph
events that we as a club enjoy together. In my short tenure as
President so far, I am amazed at
how much goes into this position.
My hat is off the all the past Presidents for their hard work, especially Steve Johnson for his TEN
YEAR term as our leader. And we
can’t forget Candy’s help in those
ten years either. Thanks guys!
I welcome Mike Jankowski as our
new Vice President and Phil
MacKenzie as our new club Secretary. Nel McPhail has stayed on as
our Membership Chair, Dan Julien
re-enlisted as our Ragtop Editor,
Mike Schubert re-upped as Treasurer and Elizabeth Mericas is our
Reservations Chair. I also took on
the role as our webmaster, go
check out our new re-vamped
website.

In last months Ragtop, Bob Skewis
wrote an article that pointed out
how the club seems to have splintered into three groups. My hope
is to strike a balance of the interests of all the members that brings
us together. I have plans for four
or five “FIX-IT-DAYS” for the club.
Brenda and I have also planned
some shorted drives we can do as
a club and get these cars back on
the road! One thing I know is I
need your help in doing this.
I know in the 15 years or so I’ve
been in the club, Austin has
changed so much. Traffic is worse
and driving on MoPac in a Little
British car just ain’t what it used
to be. Phil MacKenzie is going to
send out a survey in the near future. We’d like to get your
thoughts on what you like to do as
a club.
I hope to see you all at the next
meeting(s).
Don

Letter from the President, by Don Couch
........................................1
May Meeting Minutes, by Phil McKenzie..................................3
Christmas Came Early, by Mike McPhail. 5
HCTC Name Badge
Order Form................6
HCTC Classifieds...16
Upcoming Events..17
Next Meeting..........17

The Ragtop

June 2016

HCTC Officers
President — Don Couch
president@hillcountrytriumphcl
ub.org

Membership — Nel Mcphail
Webmaster — Don Couch
512-656-1456
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphc membership@hillcountrytriump
lub.org
hclub.org

Vice-President — Mike JankowsTreasurer — Mike Schubert
ki
512-740-9937
trebucs43@gmail.com
Reservations
Elizabeth Mericas
512-291-6775
Secretary — Phil McKenzie
emericas@austin.rr.com

Ragtop Editor — Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.o
rg

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jan-16 in the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any quite delinquent member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association,
which is open to all drivers of Triumph motorcars; a chapter
of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for TR2
through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK,
dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of
the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these
national organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at
www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per
Club.
Material within may be freely reproduced providing
year. We have dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each
Ragtop
and the authors are credited. Any and all newsletter
month and at least one other event each month. We encourage
contributions
are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
end
of
each
month.
Submissions may be emailed to
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org.
Car related classified ads
goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the
are
free
to
members
and
will
run
for
three months unless
road. Please call one of the club officers listed in the
otherwise
instructed.
Contact
editor
for
other ads.
newsletter for more information about club benefits and
spread the word about our club to others.
The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the
Vintage Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to
bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles in the
Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the
membership decided to include other British car fans as
associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent
some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our
unique types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws
us together. Membership is open to anyone who is a British
car enthusiast, with or without a car.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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May Meeting Minutes
By Phil McKenzie

H

CTC May Saturday Morning
Meeting 14 May 2016

9 AM The Frisco diner
Bob Skewis opened the meeting at
~9:30AM.
Bob introduced newcomer Jim
Frechette, who drove his Triumph
1800 to the meeting. Jim owns a boat
restoration business and specializes
in Chris Craft. Welcome Jim!
Next Bob moved to the subject of
club vitality and leadership. Bob explained that the club has gone without a president for approximately 6
months. Bob referenced his column

May Frisco Meeting

Hill Country Triumph Club

in the May HCTC Ragtop newsletter
in which he highlighted the club’s
leadership void and asked that officer
elections be held at the May morning
meeting. Although June is the official
month for club elections, no one in
attendance objected to elections being held. Bob then asked if anyone
would be interested in holding the
position of president. Both Don
Couch and Mike Jankowski volunteered. Bob then asked if elections
were held, if the candidate with the
fewer number of votes would act as
Vice President. Both agreed. Don and
Mike gave a brief speech of their vision for the club and a hand vote was

taken. Don received the greater number of votes, and will serve as our
president until (at least) June of
2017. Mike will serve as Vice President for the same period. Thanks
were given to both members for
stepping up to these board positions.
Phil McKenzie volunteered to hold
any post that anyone was ready to be
relieved of. Since the office of Secretary was open, the membership
agreed unanimously that he should
hold this post.
Bob then opened the floor to the
membership. Torf Torfason suggested that the club make an outing to get
together to attend an TXRD Lonestar

1948 Triumph 1800
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Rollergirls event at the match at the
Palmer Event Center. The club leadership agreed to review the schedule
and set a date.
Robert MacKenzie invited everyone
for a free F1 watch at the Circuit of
the Americas (COTA). A discussion
followed that resulted in agreement
that this event would be the location
of our June morning meeting. It was
agreed that the next club meeting
would be held at the COTA F1 watch
Sunday June 12th at 12 noon. Don
Couch agreed to co-ordinate a meetup at Tres-Amigos at ~11AM for a
“drive-in” to the meeting.
(NOTE: This is a change from our recurring Saturday morning meeting
held at 9 AM at Frisco’s. June’s morning meeting will be held SUNDAY,
JUNE 12th at 12 NOON in the Circuit

New kid in town
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of the Americas (CODA) lounge located under the main grandstands.)

winner, but hopefully both will return next month for a re-match.

Bob Skewis has served as HCTC Vice
President for many years, and despite his protestations otherwise, has
provided excellent leadership and
service. The next time you see Bob,
buy him a beer as a thank-you!

TR-6s were in attendance in force,
and for once beat-out the Spitfires in
quantity anyway. Dan and Francis Julien, Paul Dick, Mike and Nel McPhail,
Willis Thorstad, and Tom Glass
brought the total to 5 TR-6s.

The meeting was adjourned at
~10:15, and the members moved to
the parking lot to admire the Triumphs (and one German tag-along).

Bob Skewis’ ’80 Spitfire looked concourse ready, and Mike Jankowski
brought guest Nichole Bennett in his
’77 Spitfire.

10 Triumphs were in the parking lot,
but member Jim Frechette’s 1800
was clearly the center of attention as
can be seen from the photo.

Last but certainly not least, Steve
Johnson arrived in style in his TR3A.

The lot also had 2 TR-8s; Phil Taylor’s in gold and Jay Cook’s in blue.
Both cars are in excellent condition,
however a mini-concourse competition broke out. There was no clear

Robert MacKenzie and Phil McKenzie
were the rouges in Robert’s ’67 Mercedes Benz.
Rounding out the parking spectators
were Joe Payne, Torf Torfason, Mike
Schubert and Don Couch.

Tuesday at Live Oak Brewing
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Christmas Came Early
By Mike McPhail

J

oe Payne decided that he
did not want a tan Robbin’s Stayfast Canvas convertible top for his fancy TR6
after all. It seems that black
will look better! Good pal that
I am, taking the surplus top
off his hands was the least I
could do.
The cheap black vinyl top on
my TR6 was really showing
its age, so this opportunity
couldn’t have come knocking
any sooner! It occurred to me
that perhaps I should rehabilitate one of the derelict top
frames in my junk pile and
save the old top and frame in
its entirety for a rainy day.
As usual, this scheme turned
out to be more work than I
had bargained for. The junk
frame was rusty, bent, had
broken joints and other

Smashing!

Hill Country Triumph Club

short-comings. Not to be deterred, a full day of sanding,
bending, hammering, drilling
and painting rendered a useable frame.
I was careful to fit the refurbished item to the car as best
I could. There is a bit of adjustment as to the door window gaps for both the frame
and the rubber seals. Two of
the bows need to be positioned so as to line up with
the seams of the top. This all
needs to be seen to before the
top goes onto the frame.
Some careful measuring produced satisfactory results.
I decided to stray from the
approved method for attaching the top to the back of the
cockpit. Normally, the top is
permanently fastened with
snaps and rivets to the steel

plate between it and the
body. I think this arrangement makes it more difficult
to fold the top and attach the
top-down cover. Also, the uncovered snaps are a bit
unsightly…just my opinion, of
course! Anyway, my new top
unsnaps completely at the
rear.
The new tan canvas top looks
smashing, and it does not suffer from being so narrow that
the Velcro won’t reach, like
on the cheapo product. Anyone planning a DYI replacement should see to it that
they have plenty of time, and
all the bits and bobs needed
to do a first class installation.
Obviously, this can be a one
man job, but three men and a
little dog would be preferable!

Stuff you might need. Soldering iron makes nice holes.
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Nice fit!

That’s not right…

Vinyl-covered attachment plate

Wow, look at all those spacers!

HILL COUNTRY TRIUMPH CLUB NAME BADGE
WHITE ON NAVY BLUE
MAGNETIC BACKER
SIZE: 1 1/4" X 3 1/2"

LASER ENGRAVED

$9.00 per badge, inc. tax
NAME ON BADGE #1: _________________________________________
NAME ON BADGE #2: _________________________________________
Please Print Legibly

Name: _______________________________________
Address: _____________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________

Phone:_______

Add $2.00 per badge if you want them mailed

Send Checks to: Mike Schubert
18340 Masi Loop
Pflugerville, TX 78660
512-252-3767

Hill Country Triumph Club
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16th Annual
Father’sDay
Antique Automobile Show
Sunday, June 19, 2016
From Noon to 4:00pm
Register online at http://www.RoadRelics.org
Join us at the same big show field as last year at the intersection of 51st Street and North Lamar. This
is conveniently located next to the Winters state office building, provides substantial space for the
show and spectator parking, and it is visible to the major thoroughfare. More than 350 automobiles
were displayed at our last Father’s Day Antique Automobile Show, and there were a lot of spectators
dropping in to see the cars.
Please join us to display your antique automobile (original or modified; MUST be 1991 or older),
and bring along friends who would like to show off their antique automobiles and view the other
vehicles on display. Advertisements will run in the Austin American Statesman to inform the public
prior to this event. If you don’t own an antique vehicle, please visit the show and see the vehicles on
display.
ENTRY FEE: Free
ADMISSION: Free
PRE-REGISTER: Insure space is available for your vehicle by registering online at
http://www.RoadRelics.org or complete the enclosed Pre-Registration Form, and mail it as soon as
possible.
SET-UP TIME: The parking lot will be empty so you are welcome to bring your cars to set them up
beginning at 11:00am.
PRIZES: There will be a limited number of gifts, coupons, and giveaways for registered automobiles
on display. Trophies will be awarded to the recipients at 3:45pm. Automobile must be present and
on display at the car show at 3:45pm to qualify for the prizes.
DIRECTIONS: The Winters Building is located at the intersection of 51st Street and North Lamar.
If you need additional information, I can be reached in the following manner:

Greg Herbert
FathersDayShow@aol.com
Phone: (512)795-0974

Sponsored by

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted.

_________________________________________________________
5704 Wilder Ridge

Hill Country Triumph Club

Austin, Texas 78959
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Pre-Registration Form
Please complete this Form so we can have your materials ready for you when you arrive at the car
show on June 19, 2016.

Name ______________________________________________________

Mailing Address

_____________________________________________

City _________________

State ______

Zip Code ___________

Telephone Number ____________________________________________

E-Mail Address _______________________________________________

Vehicle you plan to display:
(Vehicle must be a minimum of 25 years old)

Year _____________________________

Make ____________________________

Model ___________________________
Please register online at http://www.RoadRelics.org or
Return completed form as soon as possible to:
Greg Herbert
5704 Wilder Ridge
Austin, TX 78759

Hill Country Triumph Club

Page 8

The Ragtop

Hill Country Triumph Club

June 2016

Page 9

The Ragtop

June 2016

TRIUMPH REGISTER OF AMERICA
Membership Application Form
Please write legibly.
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________
Please include area code

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________

Car _____________ __________________________________________________________________
Make & Model

Year __________

Commission Number _________________________________________________
Mail check and/or application to:
Tonda Macy
TRA Treasurer/Membership
4200 Lisa Drive
Tipp City, OH 45371
tonda@macysgarage.com
937-266-1832

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices
Wood Wheels with Hub
Leather Wheels with Hub
Vinyl Wheels with Hub

$219.95
$119.95
$109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at
jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.
Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds

I know I have been out of the loop for a while with the club members but still enjoy the Triumph hobby. In
an effort to add a unique look to my shop, I sourced a maker of metal signs. This is the sign i have asked him
to make.
I thought some other members might be interested as well. Here is the pricing and the different finishes he
can offer.
4'x6' sign as per pic/3 colors printed on .040 aluminum sheet -does not include wood borders/aging or crating /shipping, $325.00
printed on painted 24-26 ga steel sheet no aging wood borders crating or shipping $425.00
on steel as per pic w/wood borders, aged and distressed $565.00
If people have questions, they can reach me at 512-517-5325
Thank you,
Fil Valderrama

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Classifieds
I have a intake and exhaust manifold for a TR4TR3 and a intake for GT6-TR6 that I would like
to sell.

RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Carol 512-971-6778.

My phone # 512-909-6849
Mark and Marcela Jenks
I recently bought a project 1965 TR4a…. Any
advice, help, parts,would be greatly appreciated
Alan Palmer ampalmer4@gmail.com

I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a vehicle I am restoring. If you have one for sale please call
me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderrama

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
June 12 — HCTC Morning Monthly Meeting.
June 14 — HCTC Tuesday Evening Monthly Meeting.
June 19 — 16th Annual Father's Day Antique Automobile Show. See pp. 7-8 for information.
October 3-7 — VTR National Convention, Pottsboro, TX. Information at vtr2016.org.

Next breakfast meeting:
Sunday, June 12, 2016, 11:00 AM
HCTC Meeting & Grand Prix of Canada Viewing Party
Velocity Lounge
9201 Circuit of the Americas Blvd
Del Valle, TX 78617
Meet at 11:00 AM, Tres Amigos parking on 183 & 290
We’ll caravan down 183 to COTA

Next evening meeting:
Tuesday, June 14, 2016, 7:00 PM
Black Star Co-op Pub & Brewery
7020 Easy Wind Dr, Ste 100
Austin, TX 78752
www.blackstar.coop — Phone: 512-452-2337
Hill Country Triumph Club
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