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egistration for
McPherson
College’s Auto
Restoration Summer
Institute has opened!
The Summer Institute is a series of
week-long classes
with hands-on training in automotive
sheetmetal, paint, engine and drivetrain
rebuilding and many
others. The automotive paint class was
described by member
Phil McKenzie at one
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By Phil McKenzie

of our meetings and
in an article in the
June Ragtop. Follow
the link below to register. Email Phil at
pngmck@suddenlink.
net if you need help
or have any questions. Don’t delay!
The engine rebuilding and sheetmetal
classes usually fill-up
by the end of January.
There are 3 weeklong sessions this
year, the first week
(May 30- June 3) has

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register
(VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles
in the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to
include other British car fans as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area
that represent some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique
types of cars, we have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is
open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have dinner
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other event each
month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you don’t drive your car
regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the club is to
help its members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of the club officers
listed in the newsletter for more information about club benefits and spread the
word about our club to others.

Hill Country Triumph Club

on-campus housing
and meals available
and is the session
Phil will attend this
year. Phil hopes you
join him in McPherson this summer!
http://www.mcphers
on.edu/autorestorati
on/institute/institute
-registration/
Thanks!
Phil McKenzie

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register
(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively for
TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to the
enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports
cars. Membership in these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.
The Ragtop is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. Material
within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the authors are credited.
Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome. Deadline for submissions is the
end of each month. Submissions may be emailed to
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org. Car related classified ads are free to
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact
editor for other ads.
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December Tool of the Month
By Mike McPhail

W

hen I was a kid,
the old man
showed me how
to change the tire on our
1958 Oldsmobile. Yikes!
Even at the tender age of
eleven, the sight of that dinosaur held up high by a
flimsy looking bumper
jack gave me the Willies.
Nowadays, most cars come
with a scissor jack, which
is a big improvement, but
not always entirely stable.
The home mechanic needs
something more reliable!

Hill. Of course the 1 1/5
ton aluminum floor jack
does an admirable job in
most cases, and can be lifted with one hand. Might as
well get a hydraulic bottle
jack or two, while you are
at it.

A set of jack stands will
support your Little British
Car, giving plenty of room
to scoot around underneath in safety. Running
out of garage space?
Wheel dollies are handy
for moving your pride and
A trip to Harbor Freight
joy into the corner, so the
will set things right.
wife can’t smack it with
Weighing in at 105
the door of her mini-van.
pounds, the Rapid Pump 4 They also make a dandy
Ton Heavy Duty Steel
platform for that spare enFloor Jack is King of the
gine.

Let’s get to the bottom of this!

Hill Country Triumph Club

Dolly with built-in jack.

But what you really need
is a lift! For a mere $1500,
you can be the envy of every man in the neighborhood. With only an 11 foot
high ceiling, you can lift
your LBC six feet in the air,
for leisurely servicing. Better still, using the lift for
storage, you can now buy
that second sports car that
you have been dying for!

Up, Up, and Away!
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Bastrop Veteran’s Day
Car Show
Saturday, November 14, 2015
By Steve Johnson

T

he Bastrop Veterans Day Car Show
just gets better
every year. We started
the day by meeting in
Bastrop at the “Coffee
Dog” at 8:30 AM. The
continental breakfast
was great and the coffee
hit the spot. We had
planned on leaving the
Coffee Dog for the show
at 9:00 AM but were enjoying each other’s company so much that we
stayed a bit longer before driving in together.

Triumph Register club
in Houston) came early
and parked on Main
Street. We were glad to
see them both.

400 number they expected. It was an outstanding day and rain
didn’t start until just before the end of the show.

Cars at this show are al- We all made it home
ways some of the best
safely after a great show
I’ve seen in the country. that we plan on attendThe event organizers
ing next year. It’s alhad originally planned ways very patriotic
to park 400 cars in
event, with friendly peodowntown Bastrop.
ple and well worth the
Since rain was predicted trip. Below you’ll find
they had expected a
pictures of our cars this
lower turnout than ex- year.
pected but they were
wrong this year. The
The folks at registration show almost hit that
were ready for our five
WHO ATTENDED
CARS DRIVEN
cars as planned and had
Steve & Candy Johnson
1959 Triumph TR3A
parking spots for us
1959 Triumph TR3A
right in the middle of the Clark McKinley
Gary Myers
1976 Triumph TR6
festivities. We ended
1976 Triumph TR6
up with seven cars alto- Willis Thorstad
gether. Clark McKinley Paul Dick
1974 Triumph TR6
and Gary Myers (who
Sean & Maria Cook
1991 Pontiac Trans Am
joined us from the Texas Jay Cook
2007 Corvette (2nd Place)
Hill Country Triumph Club
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FOR SALE
’67 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE MK 3, RIGHT HAND DRIVE
I am Dave Griffith and I am considering selling my Spitfire. Some history:
She has been in my hands, in various locations, since 1979, when she was acquired in Singapore (hence the
right hand drive). She was a daily driver in Singapore, Oklahoma and Louisiana. She still is.
The engine was rebuilt in 1984 with a rebuilt short block installed.
In the fall of 1989, she was garaged in Salado, where she remained until the spring of 2013.
Work began late 2013 to get her road worthy and she was on the road again in the summer of 2014.
You in the club may have seen her at the 2014 All British Car Days and the 2015 Regional in Kerrville.
Work done during 2014 and 2015 include complete brake system, clutch hydraulics, many engine accessories, full restoration of the SU H2 carburetors and a new fuel tank. She is not restored; she is still a daily driver.
She has been valued by Steve Johnson, Ron Harrison and Art Petri, independently, at $7,000. Since we are
moving and it will be a long time before I can begin working with her again, I am asking $4500.00 for her.
If interested, I can be contacted at (512) 618-9203. My email is davegrif@consolidated.net.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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1972 Triumph TR6 Sports Car
(CC75356L)
113K Miles
Asking $15,000
Complete Engine Rebuild at 86K.
With:

&

● Surrey Roof
● Over Drive

New Tires (5)

● Webber Carbs

New Battery

● ASA Mufflers

New Gearbox Cover (Polyethylene)

● Rear Tub Shock Conversion

New Carpet w/Heat Shield

● Front Spoiler

New Window Washer

● Oil Cooler

Rebuilt Radiator

● Premium Fuel Pump

Rebuilt Heater

● Leather Seats w/ Seat Belts

Pertronix Electronic Ignition w/Coil

● AM/FM Radio w/ CD Player

Wood Created Shift Knob

● Auxiliary Power Source

Electric Fan Kit (Not Installed)

● Leather Rimmed Steering Wheel w/Triumph
Logo

Sun Visors ( Not Installed)

● Wood Crested Shift Knob
● Alloy Valve Cover

Vince Maggio
512-514-0138 H
908-240-2514 C
vincemaggio@msn.com

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Jim Icenhower’s

Wood, Leather and Vinyl Steering Wheels for Classic Cars At Exceptional Prices
Wood Wheels with Hub
Leather Wheels with Hub
Vinyl Wheels with Hub

$219.95
$119.95
$109.95

I have steering wheels and hubs for almost all British classics as well as accessories like shift knobs, mirrors, light/badge
bars and more. Check out my current listings on eBay at http:// stores.ebay.com/specialtypartshop or email me at
jicenhower@yahoo.com for more information.
Listing change as I get shipments from the UK so check back often or contact me for any special requests.

Hill Country Triumph Club
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HCTC Officers

Back issues of The Ragtop are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

President
Emily Barrett
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Vice-President
Bob Skewis

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. If it says Jul-15 in
the dues column your dues are overdue now. Any quite delinquent
member who hasn’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to:

Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, Tx 78620
(512) 656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Reservations
Elizabeth Mericas
512-291-6775
emericas@austin.rr.com
Webmaster
Jim Icenhower
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Treasurer
Mike Schubert
512-740-9937
trebucs@sbcglobal.net
Secretary
[Open]
Membership
Nel Mcphail
512-656-1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Ragtop Editor
Dan Julien
512-451-3102
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Membership Application
Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City/State:___________________________________ Zip:________________
Home Phone:____________________________________________________
Work Phone:____________________________________________________
Email address:_____________________________________________________________________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
Car Make:__________________ Model:_________________ Year:___________ Color:__________________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Hill Country Triumph Club
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Upcoming Events
December 12 — HCTC Saturday Morning Monthly Meeting.
December 15 — Tour of Lights (HCTC Tuesday Evening Monthly Meeting).

HCTC Classifieds
RH and LH Trunk Side Panel TR3, TR3A, TR3B.
These are new steel panels, made in the U.K. They
have never been fitted or installed. $70.00 each. Carol 512-971-6778.

I recently bought a project 1965 TR4a…. Any advice,
help, parts,would be greatly appreciated
Alan Palmer ampalmer4@gmail.com

I am looking for a TR250 or TR4a Bonnet for a vehicle I am restoring. If you have one for sale please call
me at 512-517-5325 or email me at
filv@fnbbastrop.com. Thank you, Fil Valderrama

Next breakfast meeting:

Next evening meeting:

Saturday, December 12,
2015, 9:00 AM

Tour of Lights
Tuesday, December 15, 2015,
6:30 PM

The Frisco
6801 Burnet Rd

Barber Shop Bar
207 Mercer St

Austin, TX 78757

Dripping Springs, TX 78620

thefriscoaustin.com —
Phone: 512-459-6279

barbershopbar.com —
Phone: 512-829-4636

Hill Country Triumph Club
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