The Ragtop
Hill Country Triumph Club
January 2013

Hill Country Triumphs
By Steve Johnson
Yes, I love Texas and Triumphs. The weather has been fantastic.
January was really a great month for sports cars and I for one have
taken advantage of it.
I’m torn between two cars at this point. The
1967 TR4A on the left has been my friend
since 1984. I drove it to work and have had
it on the street as often as possible during
that period of time. It’s given Candy and me a lot of enjoyment. The club
sees us in the TR4A most often. I need to make an investment in paint for
the TR4A. The poor thing has Enron sprayed over the original paint which
was spider cracked. The owners at that time did little prep before painting, but the Enron is almost
bullet proof and will continue lasting us for a long time. The problem…. currently it’s 15 footer (looks
pretty good from a distance).
Now enters another Triumph, the 1957 TR3 on the right. Yes, another red Triumph made out of bullet
proof metal. We rescued it from a garage in Oak Hill where it had lived under a mass coolers, golf
clubs, and food wrappers for over 15 years. Why? The owner took it apart. Put the nuts in one box,
and the bolts in another. He simply couldn’t put it back together again. Now, it’s going to need major
work too, including paint. It hasn’t run for years.
Question – Which one should I spend money on right now? I tend to switch on the answer to that
question frequently. If you have a vote, please send it to me. Both are nice TR’s (of course I’d say
that).

New Ragtop Editor and Chief
Dan Julien has offered to be Ragtop Editor and chief for a while. Please welcome him and let him
know how much we appreciate his contributions to the club. You can send your material to Dan at
editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org , Dan, I’m looking forward to working with you. Thanks for your
support of the club and all you do to make us one of the greatest TR clubs in Texas.

South Central Regional Conventions
The South Central Regional will be held in Waco this year. Dave
Pilcher of the Red River Triumph Club will be chairman this year.
Tom and Nancy Harrison in Waco will help Dave with
preparations. They are of course members of our club as well as
the Red River Triumph Club so expect to be asked to help.
The Waco Regional will start of Wednesday April 24 and end on
Saturday evening April 27th with the banquet. We’ll have more information as we get closer to the
event. The RRTC website will post information on the regional website at
www.redrivertriumphclub.org/regional2013.html . I’ve placed the Registration Form and the
Schedule of Events later in this issue of the Ragtop.
The regional in 2015 will be ours to organize. I’m thinking Bastrop and maybe the Lost Pines Resort
would be nice. Another recommendation is Lakeway, and the Lakeway Resort and Spa. I think we
have pull in Lakeway that could help us out (let me know). Dave Foreman has recommended
Schlitterbahn. Rooms at Schlitterbahn are inexpensive especially during their off season, and they
have room for our larger events like the Concourse and Autocross.

Start sending me your recommendations for our Austin Regionals location. Once we settle on that we
can start seeing what’s available. We need to book the location first and ASAP. The rest is much
easier.

Lukenbach Time Speed Distance Rally
One of our main events for January was the Lukenbach TSD Rally held each year by the Jaguar Club.
Mike McPhail organizes this rally for HCTC each year. Dave Foreman has an article later in the
Ragtop. We didn’t bring home any trophies this year, but from what I hear it was great fun.

2013 Schedule of Events
We need at least one major event for the Club each month. Here are some ideas on what we might
have in a given month. I have tentative owners down for these events. Please let me know if you’ll be
able to lead the event with your name next to it in the following list. If you have an event you want to
run please let me know.
February 3rd - Leander Car Show (Dave Foreman)
February 10th - Cars and Coffee at The Oasis (Dave Foreman)
February
- NO MAJOR EVENT YET
March
- Marble Falls Spring Run (Mike McPhail)
April Early - Fix It Day (before regional) (Mike and Nel McPhail)
April 13TH
- Bluebonnet Air Show (Ralph and Jeffie Herter)
April 24-28 - South Central VTR Regional - Waco (Steve Johnson)
May
- Blanco Classic Car Show (Open)
June
- Open - Need a Volunteer to put together and event for June
We still have an opening for a major event in February. It would be great if
someone put together a Valentines Run for our sweethearts. Please let me know
what you would like to do.
If you’ve never lead one of these efforts before, we have plenty of expertise to
help you out, so pick one month and signup. It’s a “club” it takes all of us to participate in the events to
make the Club successful. Thanks for contributing. Let me know what activities you would like to
propose, when, and who’ll lead the effort for us if you can’t. I’ll be glad to help you if you haven’t done
that before. It just takes a bit of time and practice. YOU CAN DO IT….

February Club Meeting - Tuesday the 12th
That’s right, the club voted last month to switch the Club meetings from the second Wednesdays each
month back to the second Tuesday. Our February club meeting will be on Tuesday the 12th. It will be
held at Hill Country Pasta House. They are located at 3519 RR 620 N, just south of the dam on 620,
where we met for the November club meeting. Further info can be found at:
http://www.hillcountrypasta.com/ . Come early if you want to eat. I’ll start the meeting at 7:00 PM.
Remember, you don’t have to drive your Triumph to the club meeting to enjoy the excitement.
Triumphantly,
Steve Johnson
President
Hill Country Triumph Club
stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net
Our Website - www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/

Betina's Bits and Bobs
By Betina Foreman – HCTC Secretary
Attendance was pretty sparse as the weather was bad and there is a killer flu bug traveling around
Austin. Our fearless leader Steve Johnson was one of the unlucky ones that caught the bug. Thankfully
Mike McPhail was kind enough to step up and run the meeting for Steve. There were no new members
this month. So everyone should be on the lookout for new Triumphs on the road and help us to gain
new members. There were only 15 people at the meeting. We were graced with Pam McKenzie's
presence due to the heavy rains washing out the arena where she rides horses on Wednesdays. The
enthusiastic members brave enough to drive their Triumphs were: Winston & Jo DeFord, Bill Waller,
and Vince Maggio. Several of us were shocked to see Dan Julian showed up in a truck! Who knew he
had another vehicle? In the years I have attended HCTC Dan has been the most determined and
dedicated Triumph driver and always shows up in his beautiful Jasmine Yellow TR-6.
CARS AND COFFEE has been relocated to The Oasis on Lake Travis and takes place the second
Sunday of the month. This Sunday will be the first gathering at the new location. For those not willing to
give up downtown Leander, there will still be a casual gathering of classic car lovers on the first Sunday
of the month.
The San Antonio Sports Car Association
http://www.sasca.org/forum/ will be holding a three day race
event on March 6, 7, 8. They anticipate having about 500
cars in attendance. This will be the National Championship
of pro racers and will be held at COTA.
There will be monthly Autocross events held at the Retama Raceway. This is a SCCA sanctioned event
and you can sign up at their website.
January 19th there will be a rally to Lukenbach from Gruene. Plan to meet at Nel & Mike McPhails to
head out for lunch at the Gristmill before the rally. Contact Mike for exact time to meet. The Gristmill
was recently awarded first place from the Texas Hill Country Reporter for their chicken fried steak. So
you may want to give it a try.
A motion was made by Bill Waller to return our meeting to Tuesday nights. We switched to
Wednesdays so we could meet at Mangia Pizza This motion was seconded by: Roger, Bob, Betina, Jo,
Dave, and Robert. The vote was unanimous so we are reverting to our original Tuesday night
gathering.
Dave Foreman suggested we use Schlitterbahn as location for the VTRS Regionals in 2015. We can
get rooms for only $55 per night and they have multiple parking lots to accommodate the concours and
Autocross events.
I'm happy to report that Bob Kramer is now back from his work assignment in Victoria and will be able
to join us again on a regular basis.
COTA will be the site for the Vintage Race on October 24-27 2013. This will be a HSR organized event
and they anticipate having many vintage Ferraris and Lamborghinis participate.
Cheers,
Betina

Gruene to Luckenbach Time/Speed/Distance Rally
Saturday, January 19, 2013 - Hosted by the San Antonio Jaguar Club
By Dave Foreman
Four Driver/Navigator teams representing the HCTC set out from Mike and Nels’ home in Dripping
Springs for a nippy, top-up drive through some great Hill Country back roads down to Gruene. Our
Two Spits, a TR6 and a Mini made great time and we arrived in time for registration with about 30
teams preparing to Rally.
After a great brunch and good time at the Gristmill, the +/- 110 mile, 3 hour Rally began. Betina and I
were assigned car #22 (same as our VTR-winning number), but success in this event was not to be
ours, as we missed a turn very early in the rally. So, though we noted times and mileage along the
route, we just made the best of a great, scenic drive on some of the best LBC roads in the State. There
were 4 legs, and each checkpoint allowed for a few minutes rest and stretch break. The route from
Gruene to Luckenbach was anything but direct, but was well chosen to highlight the scenic beauty of
the Hill County. It took us through Blanco, where, just after that checkpoint, a LifeFlight rescue was
occurring on the Rally route, causing a delay for later starters. Those fortunate to come through after
that was cleared, were delayed by a funeral procession, thus the Rally organizers based the finishing
points on only the first three legs.
Top three were two modern Jags and a modern ‘Vette. Though all 4 HCTC starters actually finished,
none of us finished ‘in the money’. Full results attached, and a few pictures are included, as well.
After some refreshments in Luckenbach, our HCTC crew headed (briskly) to the Pecan Street Brewpub
in Johnson City. This is a nice place, with great brews an some decent grub. Don shared some diving
stories (who knew he was claustrophobic?) laced with some history lessons. At the end of the day, we
headed back to town. Normally, this would have been a leisurely pace, winding down from a great
driving day. HOWEVER, that little Spit of Don’s can GET! Turning off in Johnson City, we took a single
road, at great speeds, trying to keep Don in sight. We did great till a slow-poke blocked the way on this
two lane highway full of twists, bends, hills, and low-water crossings. But fun it was. The best part: the
highway we took from Johnson City, turned into Fitzhugh Road, and led us darn near all the way home
without turning off.
Anyway, if you get the chance to run this Rally (or even just follow the course), you’ll have a great,
enjoyable drive in your LBC. Results of the Rally are on the next page. .
LBC

SASCA AutoCross Jan 27
By Dave Foreman
For the Jan 27, 2013 AutoCross just north of San Antonio, 127 Drivers entered, and a very smooth,
well run event was hosted by the San Antonio Sports Car Assn (with some Spokes people in there,
too).! Unfortunately, there was a BIG shortage of classic cars, with our 75 TR6 only younger than a
couple of modified Porsche 914’s. The Queen was, however also represented by a late 70’s modified
MG and a couple of Lotus’s. We started out about 7:15am to get down to Retama Park in Selma, just
north (east) of San Antonio, about 45 minutes from our South Austin post down I35. We walked the
track early, twice, then again with a Spokes pro. I looked pretty darn easy, certainly less tight than the
VTR Autocross in Galveston—but faster! Our group, H Stock, had track duty in Heat 1, and ran in Heat
2, pretty much the best assignments you can get. We had turn 2, which required much less cone
‘fixing’ than turn one and turn 4, and gave us a great vantage to understand braking around a large left,
leading to a slight slalom and an even bigger left before the ‘bus stop’ turn.
Betina took a coach from SASCA on several of her laps, and said she learned a bunch (and times
definitely improved) with the aid of this volunteer. I told JoJo, if she continued to close on my times,
he’s riding with me, next! This event did give me the opportunity to try a new full face helmet (required
by an upcoming Chump event several of us are doing in June). More beneficial was ‘seat time’ in
competition; putting the TR6 through its paces and continuing to improve my own skills. Another

benefit comes from track assignments. Getting to watch other drivers (especially beneficial if you work
before running in your heat), can yield valuable insight towards improving your own times.
Every driver got 6 (or more, if timing had an issue or there was a track stoppage), so, for 25 bucks,
great, safe, fast organized fun. Each lap both Betina and I took were successively faster (and Betina
should have been scored in N [Novice] class), but neither were in the money, though I believe we’d
have been competitive with other classics. Again, for $25, you cant get a more fun way to practice,
test, and improve, driver concentration and car control than these monthly events.
ANY vehicle that can pass a simple tech inspection (generally they check suspension tightness at all 4
corners, ensure throttle does not stick, test brake peddle for firmness, and make sure everything loose
is removed from cabin ad truck). Signing up can be done onsite or online (using an easy/free Axware
login). You don’t even need a helmet—they will provide a loaner.
If you haven’t signed up for the Autocross school the first Saturday of March (followed by Auto Cross
Sunday), YOU REALLY SHOULD. No matter your skill level, you WILL have fun and you WILL learn a
lot. Plus, there are a lot of great people involved with these events from both Spokes and SASCA (and
just regular people too)!
If you have any questions about how to participate or what to expect, or anything related to Auto Cross
(also known as ‘Solo’ by SCCA), just ask. Betina and I are pretty new to this, but if we can’t answer,
we’ll get you to someone who can. Here, also, are a couple of good resources:
http://www.autocross.com/autoc/started.htm
http://www.speedsportlife.com/2009/05/26/racer-boy-autocrossing-101-or-how-to-kill-cones/
http://www.goaheadtakethewheel.com/autocross/autox.php
AutoCross Sunday, January 27, 2013
Retama Park, Selma, TX
Organizer/Host: San Antonio Sports Car Assn (SASCA)
Track Layout:

Leander Car Show 1/6
By Dave Foreman
Formerly Cars & Coffee (which is now held at The Oasis the 2nd Sunday of each month) The Leander
Car Show is held the 1st Sunday of each month. This is a simple shine and show—no competition.
The Leander Car Show
201 W. Willis, Leander, Texas 78613
1st Sunday each month, generally around 10am – 1pm
Sunday, Jan. 6th, 2013
Beautiful Sunny Sunday
There were about 150 cars, majority were late model pony cars, but some true classics were
represented. The 1936 Auburn certainly would have taken Best in Show if there were an award (see
pic). A couple of Rat Rods, some classic Vette’s, Porsche’s and Bimmers, Camaros, Mustangs and
Mopars were sprinkled in among the contemporary models (including our 05 Mustang GT). Also shown
was a nice 57 Chevy, a V8 Miata, a couple of monster 4x4’s, a few military vehicles including a Duece
& 1/5 and a three wheeled motorcycle. Classically representing The Queen were a couple of early
Mini’s within the Mini’s of Austin club area, and our buddy Bobby with his mellow-yellow MG-T (see
pic).
After speaking with a number of the folks there, the show will go on even without the C & C
association. Said one, “we were having this show before Cars and Coffee came along, we’ll be having
long after they are gone…”. So, if you find yourself on a beautiful 1st Sunday with no excuse for a
Midday drive, this would work fine…
For big, cheap breakfast tacos, park your car and walk around the corner to La Tapatia (109 N Hwy
183, Leander, TX 78641).
Dave Foreman

2013 VTR National Convention – San Rafael California
The Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club, of the Greater San Francisco Bay Area, is hosting the
Triumphest 2013 and Vintage Triumph Register National Meet in San Rafael, California, from October
2nd through 6th, 2013, and we'd like your club and it members to join in on this awesome multi day
event in the New Year! If you would be so kind as to please include these items -- as you see fit -- in
your club's newsletters, club events and schedules, and other related club documents, your club's
assistance would be appreciated in this important matter.
When making hotel reservations, be sure to mention Triumphest 2013/VTR National in order to receive
the best room rates for and during this event. The Embassy Suites telephone number is (415) 4999222. Their fax number is (415) 499-9268.

From our club to yours, we sincerely hope that you'll be able to join us for the Triumphest 2013 and
Vintage Triumph Register National Meet in San Rafael in the Greater San Francisco Bay Area in
October 2013 http://www.triumphtravelers.org .

VTR South Central
Regional April 24 to 28, 2013
Waco Texas

Event Registration
www.RedRiverTriumphClub.org

Participant(s):
Driver A: _______________________________
(Name as it will appear on badge)

Driver B: _______________________________
(Name as it will appear on badge)
Additional: _____________________________
_______________________________________
Street address
_______________________________________
City, State, Zip
_______________________________________
Phone
_______________________________________
Email
_______________________________________
Club Affiliation
(You must be a member of the VTR or a VTR chapter club
to receive an award)

Events: (Please indicate planned participation)
Thursday Welcome Reception
Funkhana
Gimmick Rally
Autocross
Participant’s Choice
Le Mans Start
Dinner Runs

Concours
Stock
Modified
Senior*
Preservation*
*Requires pre-registration

Registration:

Car #: _______________
RRTC Use Only

If mailed, please postmark by 15 April

1 car / 1 -2 Driver(s) $75.00
$75.00
Additional Cars
$10.00 X ___ _______
Additional Drivers $10.00 X ___ _______
Lunch at Concours $10.00 X ___ _______
Awards Banquet
$30.00 X ___ _______
____ Chicken
____ Fish
____ Beef

T-Shirts (# each) – See website for pictures
T- Shirt (50/50) TX Star on front/Event Logo on back
S ___ M ___ L ___ XL ___ $15.00 X _________
XXL ___
$18.00 X _________
_______
2 button Henley (60/40) Logos similar to T-shirt
S ___ M ___ L ___ XL ___ $18.00 X ___
_______
XXL ___
$22.00 X ___
_______
Hat (event logo)
$14.00 X ___
_______

Total:

$________

(Make checks payable to RRTC)
Please send payment with completed form to:
George Boley
2013 VTR South Central Regional
706 S. Jupiter Road, #406
Allen, TX 75002
Email: tr3agab@gmail.com, Phone: (972) 439-8040

Vehicles:
Car #1: Year _____
Car #2: Year _____

Model _______ Color _______
Model _______ Color _______

Proof of insurance is required to participate in moving events. Under VTR rules, all Triumphs entering Concours and participant’s choice car shows
are required to participate in at least one moving event. Tech and safety inspections are required in order to participate in the Auto Cross. Any
vehicle can be disqualified at the technical inspector’s discretion for safety reasons. I am aware of the hazards inherent with motor vehicle events and
specifically release and do not indemnify the organizers, supporting sponsors, the Red River Triumph Club and the Vintage Triumph Register
collectively and separately from any and all liability from personal injury and property damage by me or my guests while participating in this
convention. I understand that the Red River Triumph Club reserves the right to revoke my registration and retain my registration fee should I or my
guests engage in reckless, dangerous and/or unsafe behavior. I have read, understand and agree to this release.

Driver #1 _____________________________ Driver #2 _______________________________

VTR South Central
Regional April 24 to 28, 2013
Waco Texas

Schedule of Events
www.RedRiverTriumphClub.org

Host Hotel Information
Special Rate available only until April 9

Tentative Schedule of Events
th

Wednesday – 24 April

Courtyard by Marriott

4:00 PM – 8:00 PM Registration / Hospitality

101 Washington Avenue
Waco, TX 76701
Phone: (254) 752-8686

Thursday – 25 April

Room Rate: $105 King or Two Queens

7:00 AM – 9:00 AM Breakfast Runs *
8:00 AM – 6:00 PM Registration / Hospitality
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM Gimmick / Fun Rally *
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM Autocross Tech Session
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Le Mans Start *
2:00 PM – 5:00 PM Autocross Tech Session
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Welcome Reception

Ask for South Central Vintage Triumph Rate

Friday – 26 April

General Information
We hope that you will enjoy your visit to Waco
and that you participate in many of the fun
events we have planned.
There will be guided tours of the Baylor campus
as well as self guided tours and rallies around
the Waco area. During the Concours /
Participant’s Choice, there will be a walking rally
in the Cameron Park Zoo.

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM
7:45 AM – 8:00AM
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM
1:00 PM – 6:00 PM
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Autocross Tech Session
Driver’s Meeting
Registration / Hospitality
Autocross *
Funkhana *
Car Wash
Dinner Runs *

Saturday – 27 April
7:00 AM – 8:00 AM Judges Breakfast
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Concours Parade to Zoo
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Concours
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM Walking Rally in Zoo
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Happy Hour
7:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Awards Banquet

Sunday – 28 April
Lunches for the Autocross (sandwich/chips) and
Concours (BBQ) will be available for sign-up at
Registration check-in.
Questions???

Contact: Dave Pilcher

davepilcher@yahoo.com , (817) 521-3157 cell

7:00 AM – 11:00AM Farewell / Check-out
Note: Activities marked with an * are counted as
Driving Events and qualify the participant for
entry in the Concours

Hill Country Triumph Club
Overview and Officers

HCTC Officers:

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the
owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans
as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of
the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we
have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.

President

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have
dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other
event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed.
One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road.
Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more
information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to
others.

Webmaster

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register
(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America,
exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national
organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,
www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.
The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club.
Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.
Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be
emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed.
Contact editor for other ads.

Steve Johnson
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Vice-President

Elizabeth Mericas
291.6775
emericas@austin.rr.com

Jim Icenhower
webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Treasurer

Earl McGlothlin
292.3387
connieandearl@gmail.com

Secretary

Betina Foreman
771.6318
betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com

Membership

Nel Mcphail
656.1456
membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Ragtop Editor
APPLY FOR THIS POSITION NOW

Membership Application
Name:_________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________
Home Phone:_____________________________________
Work Phone:_____________________________________
Email address:____________________________________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph
Club?_______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and $15 check payable to HCTC to this address:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr, Dripping Springs, TX 78620

Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop
are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!

Please check the latest spreadsheet sent out by Nel. It says the month and year your dues
are due. If the year listed next to your name isn’t 2013, you owe right now. Any quite delinquent members who haven’t paid will be dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to
Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping springs, Tx 78620

HOME PHONE: (512) 656-1456
EMAIL: nmcphail@austin.rr.com

