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                     From your Editor,  

Fate. Whether you believe in it or 

not, it’s everywhere. Especially 

with our cars. Whether it’s good or 

bad depends on your outlook. 

Many times things are not as they 

first seem. 

I was replacing my alternator the 

other day. The mounting bracket 

was bent and the pulley alignment 

was off as a result. This ruined the 

bearings prematurely.  

After getting the alternator off, I 

set about straightening the 

bracket. It had a crack I never saw 

which promptly broke all the way 

through. Thankfully I was at Phil 

McKenzie’s house, and he welded 

it back together after I prepped it. 

So fate first frustrated me, then 

showed me a kind hand. I was go-

ing to swap alternators the night 

before, and would have been stuck. 

Of course fate then stepped in and 

made sure the pulley I had wasn’t 

able to fit. 

It was a seesaw battle, as Phil had 

a pulley that did fit. In fact the 

whole afternoon was like that. 

Phil’s fuse box had symptoms of 

being bad. We dug around for a 

bit, only to find that a fuse was old 

and brittle. His main problem was 

a few minute fix, my few minute 

fix ended up taking hours. 

Our cars are great mirrors of life 

and relationships. Full of unex-

pected twists and turns, heart-

break and joy, we persevere. We 

neglect our cars, they let us down 

and frustrate us. We give them the 

love and attention they deserve, 

and they flourish. 

I hope we all can give our love and 

attention where it’s deserved. The 

recipients will notice, and we’ll all 

be happier and better off for it.  

             Mike 
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All photos this page by Mike Jankowski 
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The 

Texas All British Car Day held on September 
29 & 30 was a resounding success.  There 
were over 200 cars this year, even though we 
had rain and more rain was predicted for the 
event. 

Jim Icenhower, supported by you and many 
other British car clubs, made this TABCD one 
event we will never forget.  This is the largest 
British car show in Texas, and our club repre-
sents the biggest part of that honor.  Thanks 
to all of those who volunteered.  You really 
made it special for all of us. 

This year’s TABCD wasn’t only the biggest one 
put on, the competition was stiff.  There were 
some extremely nice restored cars participat-
ing.  For example, the TR4 thru TR250 class 
had five showing including Bob Skewis, Dean 
Mericas, Andy Reed and my TR4A all from 
our club were in that group.  Although Dean 
and Andy won a trophies, the third car was 
from Abilene was fresh from the paint shop, 
stock, and put us all to shame.  It was that way 
in all the classes from what I saw.  I’m sure 
Jim Icenhower will have an article for us later 
in the Ragtop. 

We have our club large events like the TABCD, 
and then we have our enjoyable Hill Country 
drives.  Mike and Nel McPhail went for a drive 
on September 22nd, and invited the entire 
club.  They put on the best drives in the Texas 
hill country without a doubt.  They started the 
scenic drive from their Dripping Springs 

          Welcome To The Club 

                                      Steve Johnson, President   
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home, heading for Opie's BBQ in Spicewood for 
lunch and then on to the Double Horn Brew Pub in 
Marble Falls for a celebration of the day.  This is one 
of my favorite drives.  What a beautiful run, on an-
other beautiful Texas day.  Thanks Mike and Nel… 

Dean and Elizabeth Mericas are putting on the Lu-
cas-Marelli Tour again this year.  It's now a yearly 
event put on by the Texas Hill Country Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club, but they do promise to always include 
us.  Put it on your calendar for October 13th this just 
before the VTR Nationals in Galveston. 

As in the past, start off at Dean and Elizabeth’s 
house in Hudson Bend around 9:00am after coffee, 
a pot luck breakfast, and some tire kicking.  The 
drive will take us over a loop of the Hill Country 
through Blanco, Sisterdale, Luchenback, Stonewall, 
and Sandy, ending around 1:00pm at the Westcave 
Cellars Winery on Hamilton Pool Road 
(www.westcavecellars.com ) for a catered lunch un-
der the oaks by by the vineyard. 

The cost is $20.00/person, tax and tip included.  A 
wine cash bar will be set up outside for the exclusive 
use of the tour participants. You can bring your own 
juice and sodas, but no outside alcohol, please – 
these folks make their living selling wine. Live music 
will be provided by The Pod (http://
podmusic.yolasite.com/) . 

If you plan to participate and haven’t confirmed 
your attendance and number of people in your 
party, please contact Dean, as the deadline has 
passed.  Send any questions to: dmeri-
cas@austin.rr.com 

The 2012 Vintage Triumph Register Nationals will 
be held October 28th through November 1st on Gal-
veston Island.  Some of us will be staying at the San 
Luis Resort Hotel where the nationals will be held.  
Others from our club have rented other property 
and have rooms available if you need them.  Just let 
me know and I'll get you in touch with them.  The 
Hotel was close to filled and out of rooms by now I 
suspect.  The National is being put on by the Hous-
ton Club "Texas Triumph Register".  Here's their 

http://www.westcavecellars.com
http://podmusic.yolasite.com/
http://podmusic.yolasite.com/
mailto:dmericas@austin.rr.com
mailto:dmericas@austin.rr.com
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please let me know or send Bob Skewis a note 
at bobskewis@thomasgraphicsinc.com .  Bob 
has offered to organize the drive and event for 
us.  He’ll ask for reserved space to show the 
cars if we have enough club interest in the 
event. 

We had two guests at the club meeting last 
month.  Please welcome Jim Herter as a new 
member.  We also enjoyed having Lt. Col. El-
ward Cortez from up at Ft. Hood.  Both have 
TR6’s.  Jim’s was with us at the TABCD where 
he won his first trophy with it (he needs 
bumpers for an early TR6 if you have them). 

I’m looking forward to seeing each of you at the 
club meeting at 7:00 PM on Wednesday October 
10thth.    It will be held at “The Grove Wine Bar/
Kitchen,” 6317 Bee Cave Road (just north of 360).  
Directions and menu are on their website at 
www.grovewinebar.wpengine.com/contact-us/ . 

Come early if you want to eat.  I’ll start the 
meeting at 7:00 PM.  Remember, you don’t 
have to drive your Triumph to the club meet-
ing to enjoy the excitement.   

 

Triumphantly,   

 
Steve Johnson 

President 

Hill Country Triumph Club 

stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

  
 
 

 

Ragtop 

Hill Country Triumph Club                                                                                                                                                            October 2012 

website for the Nationals:  

 

 

 

         www.kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012  

Dean Mericas is putting on the 5th Annual Texas 
Hill Country Rolling Sculpture Car Show on October 
28th at the Hill Country Galleria.  Proceeds will 
again benefit the Bee Cave Public Library.  Visit 
their website for the details and online registration:  
www.RollingSculptureCarShow.com .  If you aren't 
at the VTR Nationals, I'm hoping you're able to at-
tend the Rolling Sculpture show and support the 
charity with your presence.  They want this to be 
their biggest and best show ever. 

The San Antonio All British Car Day will be held on 
Saturday, November 3rd, on the Main Plaza Square 
in Boerne.  The event is being hosted the Alamo MG 
Association, in conjunction with the South Texas 
Triumph Association, the South 
Texas Austin Healey Club, and 
the San Antonio Jaguar Club.  
Please mark the date and for-
ward it to your friends.  This 
event makes for a beautiful day 
in the Hill Country.  It’s nice if 
we travel together to Boerne.  
We need someone to lead the 
drive down.  Let me know if you plan on attending. 

The F1 events are already starting around town.  
Bob Skewis found one coming up on November 16th 
that you might enjoy.  It’s being put on by the Hill 
Country Chapter of the Ferrari Club of America.  
They are inviting everyone to a night of dinner, 
dancing, music and libation, as well as a guided tour 
of the Texas Forces Military Museum and a Buffalo 
Soldier encampment to show our visitors a little 
taste of Texas.  The dinner is an all you can eat affair 
hosted by the Southside Market in Elgin.  Their 
sponsors are providing liquid refreshments.  Here’s 
the event’s website www.eventbrite.com/
event/3418596113# If you are interested in going, 

mailto:bobskewis@thomasgraphicsinc.com
http://www.grovewinebar.wpengine.com/contact-us/
mailto:stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net
http://www.kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012
http://www.RollingSculptureCarShow.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3418596113
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/3418596113
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Historic Festival 30 at Lime Rock 
Park, CT 

August 31st – September 3rd, 2012 
This article is written through the eyes of Mike 

Jankowski’s Mom, Pat, who spent 4 days with Mike 

and her husband, Rick, at Lime Rock Park celebrat-

ing vintage auto racing and honoring Sir Stirling 

Moss. Many of my friends could not understand 

how I was so willing to go to the race track to see 

old cars racing around a track numerous times. 

Well…I had a blast! 

 

The story actually began 46 years ago when my husband took me on our first date to Lime Rock Park to see – 

you guessed it – auto racing. We sat in the infield overlooking what is known as ‘the Esses’. I didn’t know that 

his ‘hobby’ was British sports car, in particular, Triumphs, and sports car racing. Rick, Mike and I stayed at a 

timeshare in Jiminy Peak, MA, where I had skied some 48 years ago! Brian, the manager at the timeshare, 

was also an LBC enthusiast, in the process of restoring a 1978 Spitfire. Needless to say, Mike, Rick, and Brian 

had many interesting conversations. 

 

Friday, the 1st day of the weekend, consisted of 10 practice races in the morning, and 10 practice races in the 

afternoon. The afternoon races determined the pole position for the races on Saturday. Each of the 10 races 

was based on a specific group of cars, such as Group 5 -- ‘Wild, Wild Horses’ (Can cars such as a lithe Lotus 

and a trim Triumph stay with the Vettes and Jags on Lime Rock’s demanding 1.5 miles? This group will tell the 

tale…….). We sat in the same spot in the infield (the Esses) where Rick and I sat 46 years ago. A big highlight 

of the day was getting Sir Stirling’s autograph (he was most gracious), and he actually beamed when Rick 

mentioned that he saw him race in 1959 at Lime Rock in the red and green Formula 1 Cooper. Many of Sir 

Stirling’s cars that he raced were also displayed, having been brought to Lime Rock from FL. I really liked the 

Cooper! Summarizing all the race cars that I saw that weekend, I believe the vintage cars are all pieces of art. 

Each one is distinct in style and grandeur. My numerous photos confirm my belief, and my many videos cap-

tured the sights and sounds! 

 

Saturday was racing day 1. The surprise of the day was an announcement over the Public Address system be-

tween one of the races when the announcer told the audience that Rick and I were celebrating our 46th anni-

versary that weekend. We were asked to stand up and wave to the crowd, which we certainly did! Our new 

found friend Brian alerted the press box. In the evening we attended “A Conversation with Sir Stirling” in a 

tent for 200 ticket holders. He reflected on his racing career and answered many questions. In his prime, he 

raced 52 weeks/year! His career was cut short after he had a horrific accident at age 32. He was in a coma for  
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a month, and paralyzed for 6 months. He was extremely pleased that people still want to see and hear him 

50 years after the fact. His wife Lady Susie was present also, and I had the good fortune of meeting her and 

getting a picture with her at her insistence. What a lovely lady!  

 

Sunday in the Park Concours & Gathering of the Marques took place in lieu of racing, since the locals would 

not allow racing on Sunday because of the noise. The 1.5 miles of track was filled with all the vintage cars as 

well as modern cars. Rick and Mike went to get more autographs from Sir Stirling Moss, and John Fitch, who 

also raced at Lime Rock Park. Rick told Mr. Fitch he saw him race the Birdcage Maserati in 1959 – he is now 

92 years old. I took advantage of the free hot air balloon rides that were offered. Lime Rock Park looks very 

different from the air! Free golf cart shuttle rides were available to get around the track for the Concours. I 

was fortunate in getting a ride with Paul Bova, a race car driver who was volunteering as a driver. Rather than 

getting off the shuttle, Paul gave me a full narration about the track while I videotaped the ride! He told me 

that he raced in Group 10 (Eclectic Sports & GT Cars for the Road) -- car #425, a 1959 Turner. I told him I 

would wave my hat to him after the checkered flag in the last race of the weekend. When I went to find Mike 

and Rick, I ended up getting an autograph from Sir Stirling and John Fitch, as well as Lady Susie Stirling! A fun 

day! 

 

Monday was a day of racing – practice races in the morning, and races in the afternoon. We sat in the out-

field to get a different perspective of the track. I went to the area where the cars lined up for practice and 

took a video as each car was told to go on the track for practice. I also took a video as each of the cars re-

turned from practice. Rick, Mike and I went to the paddock and found Paul Bova and his car. Not only did we 

get pictures, but he autographed his car in my program – the 4th distinct autograph! In race 10, Paul came in 

5th place, and I waved my hat to him after the checkered flag. He saluted me! What an exciting ending to a 

wonderful weekend! 

 

Paul stands next to his Turner. 
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SEPTEMBER HCTC DRIVING EVENTS 

or “Got Beer?” 

by Mike McPhail 
I believe Roger Bolick came up with the idea of attending the Jester King Brewery Open House on September 
15th. Last year our club attended a Grand Opening at the same location which was wildly popular with area 
beer lovers. Micro-brewing has certainly become a major force in the beer industry. It seemed like every hip-
pie in Central Texas was there. Did you know that Austin has the largest breeding population of hippies in the 
US? Please don’t feed the hippies! 
It wasn’t as crowded this year and we didn’t see near as many tattoos or face piercings, but as the afternoon 
progressed, an increasing number of suds seekers filled the tasting room. The result was a line that eventu-
ally stretched for one hundred feet. Fortunately, our group was some of the first to arrive, and we were able 
to get our tasting done early. Food was available at the onsite pizzeria adjacent to the pavilion. Jester King 
brews some rather unusual beers in what is reputed to be a Belgian style. In my opinion, a fondness for them 
is definitely an acquired taste! 

We had started the day by meeting at Jim’s Coffee Shop in Oak 
Hill, and proceeded on a short tour of the Westlake Hills area. The 
drive took us onto Travis Cook Drive, Barton Creek Blvd, Lost 
Creek Blvd, Westlake Drive, and Redbud Trail. Some of us had 
never experienced this beautifully landscaped route with its nu-
merous hills and curves, and were pleasantly surprised to find 
such a lovely drive so close to town. 
Prominently displayed at Jester King was a complete line up of 
Triumph sports cars with Mike & Nel in the TR3, Bob Skewis in the 
TR250, Dean & Elizabeth Mericas in the TR4A, Dan Julian in the 
TR6, Bill & Annette Waller and Don Couch in Spitfires. After the 
samples, it was determined that we should move on to some-
place where more traditional beer was served. After a quick stop 
at the Busted Knuckle Garage (Mike’s shop) for some Stromberg 
carb repair, we adjourned to the “Barber Shop” in Dripping 
Springs, and although they don’t give haircuts, there is a great 
selection of micro-brew on tap.  
I was sorry that not everyone in our club could attend, so another 
outing was scheduled for the next weekend. This time, our desti-
nation was Opie’s BBQ in Spicewood. The drive was recycled from 
a few months ago and included Trautwein Road, Fitzhugh Road, 

RR12, Hamilton Pool Road and Old Spicewood Road. After a yummy lunch at Opie’s we proceeded to the 
Double Horn Brew Pub in Marble Falls using obscure County Roads when possible. What fun!  
The beer in Marble Falls was certainly to my liking; the ambers and IPAs were especially good! This time Don 
& Brenda drove their fabulous new Mini convertible and Winston and Jo brought the “arrest me red” Spitfire. 
On the return home, some of us ended up at the “Barber Shop”, which is getting to be our favorite watering 
hole. 
Don’t miss October’s drive hosted by Dean and Elizabeth! 
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    Pay Your Dues!!!!!!! 

Please check the latest spreadsheet sent 

out by Nel. It says the month and year 

your dues are due.  

                     Hint:  

If the year listed next to your name isn’t 

2012, you owe right now. Any quite delin-

quent members who  haven’t paid will be 

dropped from the roster.  

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you 

don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.  

Mail your check made out to HCTC to  

Nel McPhail 

1105 N Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping springs, Tx 78620 

512-656-1456 

nmcphail@austin.rr.com  

Top tip of the month: 

In a pinch, clear packing tape and a 

clear shower curtain will see you 

through a rainy period until you can 

put a new top on your car.  

For advice on this technique, contact 

your vastly experienced  Editor. 

 

 

Next month: 

Mechanical woes have sidelined the Spitfire comparison 

yet again...this time much oil was spurting from the front 

of one of the Spitfire’s engine. Thank you for feigning 

surprise. However, there is a good chance it will happen. 

Soonish. Like next year. 
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage 

Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the 

owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding 

Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans 

as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of 

the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we 

have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 

anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car. 

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have 

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other 

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you 

don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. 

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road. 

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more 

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to 

others. 

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, 

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6- 

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the 

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national 

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org, 

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org. 

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. 

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the 

authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome. 

Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be 

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to 

members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed. 

Contact editor for other ads. 

President 

Steven Johnson 

stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net 

Vice-President 

Elizabeth Mericas 

291.6775 

emericas@austin.rr.com 

Webmaster 

Jim Icenhower 

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Treasurer 

Earl McGlothlin 

292.3387 

connieandearl@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Betina Foreman 

771.6318 

betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com 

Membership 

Nel Mcphail 

656.1456 

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Ragtop Editor 

Mike  Jankowski 

923.7988 

mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com 

 

          HCTC Officers 
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Membership                           Application     

 

Name:_________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________ 

Work Phone:_____________________________________ 

Email address:____________________________________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

How on earth did you hear  about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address: 

Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping Springs, TX  78620 

Ragtop 
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1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil, 

manual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the 

clock), 

halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable! 

$5100. PRICE REDUCED! Help me clean out the garage!  

If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me. 

 
FOR SALE: ’78 Spitfire 1500 

The Good: 

Rust free body & frame 

Recently rebuilt engine, early 1500 block, flat top pistons, all rotating parts (pulley, crank & flywheel) dynamically balanced. 
TSI 275-4 cam, 9:5 CR, cylinder head flow ported, SS TR7 valves and custom bee-hive valve springs by Costa Mesa R&D 

New clutch/pressure plate, lightened flywheel 
Gearbox overhauled – new syncros and bearings. 
Twin Euro spec SU HS4 carbs 
New Petronix distributor with electronic ignition and coil 
Monza Header and 4 tip exhaust 
GM 55 amp alternator 
Lowered front springs & 7/8 inch swaybar 
Custom coil-over rear shocks 
New front calipers with cross drilled rotors and ceramic pads 

Steel flex brake lines everywhere 

New brake master cylinder, clutch master & slave. 
5 inch late Spit/TR7 wheels, new trim rings and chromed center caps. 
165/60-13 Sumitomo HTR 200 tyres with lots of tread left. 
Interior in very good condition, good top. 
Burled oak dash 

Mazda Miata seats 
Roll bar with G-Force 4 point harness on driver’s side (fully track day and SCCA F Street Prepared Autocross compliant) 

The Bad: 

Speedometer does not work 

Fuel lever gauge does not work – needs tank sender unit 
Will need rear u-joints replaced in the near future 

Windshield has a scratch were somebody ran the wiper arm directly on the glass for hours and hours. 
The Ugly 

Needs paint –Car was originally white bit is now metallic blue. looks good from 20 feet but older Maaco paintwork is showing its age. 

Rust free body has hail damage, small dents, door dings or similar damage in almost every panel. Nothing major. 
Flexible rear window starting to craze. 

This is a well sorted, intelligently modified, fast, appreciating sports car. I love this car and hate to see it go but have another project 
and need the space. Buy it now while you still can. 

$6500 firm. Contact me at robert@mackenzie.aero for more information 

mailto:robert@mackenzie.aero
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                          Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three 

                           months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00 

                                                                  Contact editor for other ads. 

                            Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop  

                                are available on our website: 

      http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php 

Ragtop 

 

Cow Creek Rd low water crossing on the 

rally 

Prior to the rally 


