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                     From your Editor,  

This has been a pretty mild sum-

mer, which is good. Rocketdog has 

no air conditioning, and I’ve had to 

do some unplanned for work on 

him. Differential, rear suspension, 

and especially the hood and 

bumper. 

That’s right, I found a bonnet lo-

cally. Even better is it is perfect, 

having been never hit or rusted, 

with a fresh coat of paint. Too bad 

it’s white. But along with the 

bumper it was quite a deal. 

Which brings me to my next point. 

Often if you look enough, you find 

just what you’re looking for close 

by. Cheaply, too. Nothing like 

spending less than the amount of a 

seat kit for both parts combined. 

An afternoon of work and voila! A 

new front on Rocketdog. I settled 

with the insurance company, and 

am happy with the result. However 

it’s quite an ordeal and takes a 

good amount of time. I learned 

many lessons. 

Next up is TXABCD. There is a dis-

tinct possibility of an autocross at 

the Cedar Park Center. Robert 

MacKenzie is heading that effort. 

He will need volunteers. I’ve al-

ready volunteered to do tech in-

spection and help set up.  

This is a good opportunity to test 

your skills and cars. I hope to see 

you all there.  

Also, I would love for everyone 

who attends TXABCD to write a 

short article about what they did. 

This issue is thin and delayed be-

cause I’ve waited for something, 

anything to be submitted this past 

month. 

             Mike 
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August is 
heating up. 
I’ve cut 
down to 
shorter 
drives in the 
Triumph 
and am en-

joying the sun as well as the drive. Speaking 
of enjoying the Sun, I am sorry to say that the 
August 11th Swim Party that Mike Schubert 
had planned for us will have to be cancelled. 
Mike had unexpected problem and had to 
cancel the event. If you have an idea for an 
August Club event let me know.  
 

September is a great month for the Hill Coun-
try Triumph Club. Jim Icenhower is chairman 
of the Texas All British Car Day again this 
year. Jim and many others from our club are 
helping put on TABCD. It’s definitely the larg-
est ABCD in Texas. Many call this the best 
ABCD with clubs from all over the region par-
ticipating. It’s scheduled for September 29th 

and 30th this year. We want as many of our 
Cars out there a possible. This is a partici-
pant’s choice car show. Your car doesn’t have 
to be a show car to join in the fun. Cars from 
Show Winners, to Daily Drivers, to Diamonds 
in the Rough are all welcome. People really 
like to see our British Cars almost as much as 
we do. Details are on the website at 

          Welcome To The Club 

 by Steve Johnson, President   
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www.txabcd.org  
 

Texas All British Car Day Highlights:  
 

- Hospitality Suite at Springhill Suites Hotel  
- Discounted Rooms at Springhill Suites Hotel 
- Rallye on Saturday September 29th  
- Dinner After the Rallye with live entertainment  
- TABCD on Sunday 30th at Old Settlers Park  
- Proceeds benefit “The Linus Connection” 

www.thelinusconnection.org  
- Registration online and mail in 

- Sunday Show is Free to public – Bring the Family!  
- Awards Presented For All Car Classes  
- Door Prizes for Registrants  
- Club Basket Silent Auction 
 

You don't want to miss this Texas ABCD! I’d like to 
see you and your Triumph there.  
 

I hope everyone is getting ready for the Vintage Tri-
umph Register 2012 National Convention October 
28th - November 2nd on Galveston Island this year. 
We don’t often to have nationals in Texas so this 
one is special for us. Please send me a note if you 
are planning to attend. If you would like more infor-
mation here’s their website www.kingswayrc.com/
txtr/VTR2012  

 

I’m looking forward to seeing each of you at the club 
meeting at 7:00 PM on Wednesday August 8th. It will 
be held at Mangia Pizza. Directions and menu are 
on their website at www.mangiapizza.com  

http://www.txabcd.org
http://www.thelinusconnection.org
http://www.kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012
http://www.kingswayrc.com/txtr/VTR2012
http://www.mangiapizza.com
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Old bonnet off, next is the bent bumper. 
 

New bonnet fitted, next are the lights. 

Finished. For now. 
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Come early if you want to eat. I’ll start the meeting 
at 7:00 PM. Remember, you don’t have to drive 
your Triumph to the club meeting to enjoy the ex-
citement.  
 

Triumphantly,  

 
 

Steve Johnson 

President 
Hill Country Triumph Club 

stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net  
 
 

 

mailto:stevenjohnson7@sbcglobal.net
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Hello Insurance, my name’s Mike 

Mike Jankowski 

I won’t bore you with the details of my accident with Rocketdog. I was backed into, plain and simple. 

What happened next was a learning experience for me, as the way insurance does business has 

changed slightly. Suffice to say that when a normal insurance company has to deal with our cars, 

things get interesting. 

After the adjuster looked over my car, he left without taking any of the 40+ pages of receipts I had 

attained. I scanned and emailed them, and they were added to the claim. This was all to help in 

valuation of the claim. Though the expenditure totals well over $10,000 for Rocketdog, he was val-

ued somewhat low. The valuation went back to review. 

Finally Farmer’s Insurance replied they had a new valuation but needed to get my estimate before 

they’d discuss it with me. So I went to Rebreu for an estimate, and was highly impressed with Jim, 

the co-owner. He personally handled my estimate and was very thorough. When I sent the estimate 

in, the next day I got a call from the adjuster.  

They were going to total my car, and all the extra parts that those 40+ pages added to the value of my 

car was all of $450! I was stunned. Of course I wanted more money, so I proceeded to argue that I 

had to do most of the work since Farmer’s  has no system in place to deal with older cars. Eventually 

I was paid some more for my time, I think to just shut me up and make me go away.  

So what have I learned? First, if you buy a car like ours with a tired paint job, paint it right away. I 

would have gotten a few  THOUSAND dollars more if I had a nice paint job and interior. It’s ALL 

about appearance with insurance companies. Also, having an appraisal will help, and lastly, keeping 

every single receipt for parts does help. 

Overall I’m satisfied. I don’t use any of the specialty insurance companies due to the fact Rocketdog 

is my only car, and I drive well over 17-18,000 miles a year. I went entirely through the other per-

son’s insurance since I only have liability on Rocketdog. At least no one was hurt, which is the most 

important thing. 

Now my main question is what color and paint scheme? I have an idea, time to get photoshop out 

and see what looks good. 
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    Pay Your Dues!!!!!!! 

Please check the latest spreadsheet sent 

out by Nel. It says the month and year 

your dues are due.  

                     Hint:  

If the year listed next to your name isn’t 

2012, you owe right now. Any quite delin-

quent members who  haven’t paid will be 

dropped from the roster.  

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you 

don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.  

Mail your check made out to HCTC to  

Nel McPhail 

1105 N Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping springs, Tx 78620 

512-656-1456 

nmcphail@austin.rr.com  

Top tip of the month: 

Thermostatically controlled electric fan. 

Ban the days of overheating by install-

ing one or even 2.  

 

Meeting Time!! 

Mangia Pizza 

8012 Mesa Drive Austin, TX 78731 

See you there. 

Next month: 

Mechanical woes have sidelined the Spitfire comparison 

yet again...thank you for feigning surprise. However, 

there is a good chance it will happen. Soonish. 

The next chapter of fixing Rocketdog: how to paint him? 
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage 

Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the 

owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding 

Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans 

as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of 

the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we 

have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 

anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car. 

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have 

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other 

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you 

don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. 

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road. 

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more 

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to 

others. 

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, 

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6- 

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the 

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national 

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org, 

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org. 

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. 

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the 

authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome. 

Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be 

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to 

members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed. 

Contact editor for other ads. 

President 

Robert MacKenzie 

president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Vice-President 

Elizabeth Mericas 

291.6775 

emericas@austin.rr.com 

Webmaster 

Jim Icenhower 

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Treasurer 

Earl McGlothlin 

292.3387 

connieandearl@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Betina Foreman 

771.6318 

betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com 

Membership 

Nel Mcphail 

656.1456 

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Ragtop Editor 

Mike  Jankowski 

923.7988 

mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com 

 

          HCTC Officers 
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Membership                           Application     

 

Name:_________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________ 

Work Phone:_____________________________________ 

Email address:____________________________________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

How on earth did you hear  about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address: 

Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping Springs, TX  78620 
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Lovely TR3. 89,000 original miles. Original spoke wheels. All gauges except the gas gauge are in good working 

order. Car runs great.  Was maintained by an excellent mechanic and knew the ins and outs of this car. I've had 

it for fifteen years and have enjoyed it so much but don't want to let it fall into ill-repair. It needs a good home 

at this point. Asking $18,000/OBO.  Was taken all apart about three years ago and rebuilt it with new paint and 

chrome stripping. I have all refurb photos for those interested.   

Lisa Lawler 

512-9229790 

llawler45@hotmail.com 

          HCTC Classifieds  
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FOR SALE: 

I would like to sell a -74 TR6 long block, partially disassembled $175.00 

I am also looking for a 4 prong square Hazard switch, for a 71/72 TR6 

Ben Skoldeberg 

e-mail or cell 512 750 4230 

ben@txsunandshade.com 

FOR SALE: 

•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of 

new parts $3800.00 obo 

Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540 

1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil, 

manual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the 

clock), 

halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable! 

$5100. PRICE REDUCED! Help me clean out the garage!  

If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me. 

Rick Jankowski 

(843) 705-7243 
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                          Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three 

                           months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00 

                                                                  Contact editor for other ads. 

                            Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop  

                                are available on our website: 

      http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php 
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