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                     From your Editor,  

I’ve got 2 things on my mind to-

day. First, there have been a spate 

of car-cyclist collisions lately, with 

one being fatal on 360. What  do 

these accidents have to do with our 

cars and driving? Safety. 

Our cars are small. Just like being 

on a bike, other drivers can not see 

us  even when we’re right in front 

of them. Assume stupidity when 

dealing with other drivers while in 

your Triumph. I see enough of it 

every day to know it’s a great driv-

ing rule to live by. 

The second thing on my mind is 

how maligned the TR7 and TR8 

are. I feel this is very unjustified, 

both from my personal experi-

ences with the wedges and with 

the evidence. The TR7 was the best 

selling big Triumph in America 

and worldwide. I owned a Tr7 con-

vertible and drove it to NY from 

Indianapolis, IN with little issue 

years ago.  

On the same theme, I also wonder 

how things would have been had 

Triumph been able to bring the 

Dolomite to our shores. I’ve had 

the pleasure (and now I know rare) 

opportunity to  drive a Dolomite 

Sprint in the past, and will say it’s 

arguably a much better car than a 

BMW 2002. 

Interesting how the 2002 estab-

lished BMW and launched it to 

where it is now in this country. 

Imagine if the Dolomite had been 

here, would we still be driving Tri-

umphs, and would we all be ea-

gerly waiting for the new Triumph 

sport sedan? 

It’s fun to wonder. It’s fun to drive 

our cars. Most importantly it’s fun 

to do so safely. Be careful out 

there and enjoy this weather, 

rain and all! 

             Mike 
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Robert MacKenzie, President 

The Inside Line 

 

Last week after a colleague had looked at some of the 
100s photos I had taken at The 
Mitty; he commented that he hoped 
that the prize money awarded must 
be large to make it worth it for 
these teams to risk such rare and 
expensive race cars getting dam-
aged. He was shocked when I told 
him that there was no prize money, 
no trophy, often no podium cere-
mony; these drivers were racing to 
get their names on a piece of pa-
per. 
 

Why do it? Because they can. 
 

The upcoming Spitfire Challenge 
won’t be like that. There will be great prize packages awarded to the top three drivers in 
both the ladies and men’s classes. And trophies, cool old vintage trophies. 
 

In addition to the support The Spit-
fire Challenge has received from 
Moss Motors, Adidas Eyewear and 
British Parts Northwest, we received 
some special sponsorship from 
Beanitos to procure trophies. I have 
spent the last two months buying 
vintage auto racing trophies off 
EBay and restoring them. It will be 
a real pleasure to bestow them on 
the winning drivers and let these 
trophies live on again. 
 

I want to thank all of the sponsors 
once again but a special thank you 

        The Inside Line 

   Photo by Susan Beth 
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goes to out to Beanitos for helping with the trophies. 
 

Which one will you take home? 
 

Get out and drive! 

 

 

 
 
Robert D MacKenzie 
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    Pay Your Dues!!!!!!! 

Please check the latest spreadsheet sent 

out by Nel. It says the month and year 

your dues are due.  

                     Hint:  

If the year listed next to your name isn’t 

2012, you owe right now. Any quite delin-

quent members who  haven’t paid will be 

dropped from the roster.  

Cost is $15 per year per family. If you 

don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.  

Mail your check made out to HCTC to  

Nel McPhail 

1105 N Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping springs, Tx 78620 

512-656-1456 

nmcphail@austin.rr.com  

Top tip of the month: 

Check your steering wheel 

nut. Trust me, just do it. 

Greg Blake has a video of 

the Mitty up on Youtube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=trZP5H8IsUQ&feature=g-upl 

 

Next month: 

It’s show season, drive time, and the most wonderful 

time of the year for us and our cars!  

Hopefully the Spitfire comparison will happen. Between 

driveline bolts shearing, suspension, brake, head and 

cooling issues, the cars that are supposed to take part 

have all decided to live up to British Leyland labor prac-

tices and go on strike… 

Mechanical woes have sidelined the comparison yet 

again... 
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage 

Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the 

owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding 

Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans 

as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of 

the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we 

have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 

anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car. 

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have 

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other 

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you 

don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. 

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road. 

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more 

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to 

others. 

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, 

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6- 

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the 

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national 

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org, 

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org. 

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. 

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the 

authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome. 

Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be 

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to 

members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed. 

Contact editor for other ads. 

President 

Robert MacKenzie 

president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Vice-President 

Elizabeth Mericas 

291.6775 

emericas@austin.rr.com 

Webmaster 

Jim Icenhower 

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Treasurer 

Earl McGlothlin 

292.3387 

connieandearl@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Betina Foreman 

771.6318 

betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com 

Membership 

Nel Mcphail 

656.1456 

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org 

Ragtop Editor 

Mike  Jankowski 

923.7988 

mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com 

 

          HCTC Officers 
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Southeast Car Shows 
By 

Rick Jankowski 
 

All British Car Show, Winter Park, FL 
 

On March 30th this year, my wife Pat and I took ‘Midas’ 
on his 2nd trip to the All British Car Show at Mead Gar-
dens in Winter Park, FL. It is a trip of 331 miles one way 
from our home in SC. Mead Gardens is a beautiful venue 
(lots of trees; therefore, shade). The club members were 
extremely hospitable maybe part of the reason we en-
tered 2 years in a row. A number of venders were pre-
sent -- both LBC and food. ‘Midas’ performed admirably 
in both directions without a hiccup. We were fortunate 
to win 2nd place in class and the Long Distance Award, 
which is akin to the Hill Country’s Long Winding Road 
Award. TR7s and 8s are unreliable? That doesn’t mean I 
don’t carry spare parts and tools on my treks around the 
Southeast. And we did drive to TABCD last year and 
‘Midas’ got us there and back. Long live The Wedges! 

 
The Gathering, Dobson, NC 
 
Two weeks after our trip to Florida, we loaded up ‘Midas’ for the ride to The Gathering in Dobson, NC. We 
had enjoyed the weekend there in 2010. It is always a great weekend, particularly since the show is located 
at the Shelton Winery (what a fantastic setting amongst the vineyards, stream, ponds, and flowering trees). 
The weather was a little cool in the A.M., but the sun shone brightly in the P.M. ‘Midas’ was up against some 
stiff competition for an award, and was unsuccessful. He was bested by a TR7 and a TR8. The TR7 belonged 
to Wayne Simpson, the VP of The Tri-
umph Wedge Owners Association. We 
also met the editor of the TWOA newslet-
ter, Dave Elsberry. When it came down to 
who drove the longest distance to the 
show, it was The Wedges that shined. The 
3 longest driven distances were (one 
way): a TR7 over 500 miles from NJ; a TR8 
from VA, over 400 miles; and my TR8 
from SC, over 300 miles. Once again, 
none of the 3 of us had any problems re-
turning home. Another successful car 
show! We plan to return to Texas for 
TABCD in September in ‘Midas’! 
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Membership                           Application     

 

Name:_________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________ 

Home Phone:_____________________________________ 

Work Phone:_____________________________________ 

Email address:____________________________________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______ 

Color:___________ 

How on earth did you hear  about the Hill Country Triumph Club?

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address: 

Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr 

Dripping Springs, TX  78620 

Ragtop 
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Lovely TR3. 89,000 original miles. Original spoke wheels. All gauges except the gas gauge are in good working 

order. Car runs great.  Was maintained by an excellent mechanic and knew the ins and outs of this car. I've had 

it for fifteen years and have enjoyed it so much but don't want to let it fall into ill-repair. It needs a good home 

at this point. Asking $18,000/OBO.  Was taken all apart about three years ago and rebuilt it with new paint and 

chrome stripping. I have all refurb photos for those interested.   

Lisa Lawler 

512-9229790 

llawler45@hotmail.com 

          HCTC Classifieds  
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FOR SALE: 

I would like to sell a -74 TR6 long block, partially disassembled $175.00 

I am also looking for a 4 prong square Hazard switch, for a 71/72 TR6 

Ben Skoldeberg 

e-mail or cell 512 750 4230 

ben@txsunandshade.com 

FOR SALE: 

•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of 

new parts $3800.00 obo 

Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540 

I am selling my 1971 TR6 which I purchased from Mike McPhail three years ago.  It needs to 

go to someone who will drive and enjoy it.  The car is brown with overdrive, a leather inte-

rior, wood steering wheel, luggage rack, Sun-Fast top, new radiator, like new tires.  Mike told 

me it was a rust free, low mileage, California car and has had the suspension and brakes re-

built.  In Mike's words, it is the best driving TR6 he has driven.  It does have a few dings and 

could use a paint job, but is a great driver.  I am motivated to sell and asking $8,900 if I sell 

it to a HCTC member.  Contact Terry Jones at 830-693-1803 in Marble Falls or at 

tjones@txwinet.com. 

(I have a great pic if you want to see one. Mike) 
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1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil, 

manual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the 

clock), 

halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable! 

$5100. PRICE REDUCED! Help me clean out the garage!  

If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me. 

Rick Jankowski 

(843) 705-7243 

Ragtop 

It’s time once again for a Hill Country Triumph Club BBQ run!  Let’s depart McDonalds parking lot in Bee 

Cave at 11:00 AM (Hwy 71 and Bee Cave Rd), for a scenic back road drive to Opie’s BBQ in Spicewood.  Next 

stop nearby Krause Springs,  beat the heat, soak your feet, what a treat! 

http://austin.citysearch.com/profile/36174870/bee_cave_tx/mcdonald_s.html 

http://www.opiesbarbecue.com/ 

http://www.krausesprings.net 

BYOB, cans only, no dogs.  $6 per person, cash only. 

Let me know if you can attend. 

Nel 

Saturday, May 19, is the annual Blanco Classic Car Show.  Some of our Triumph Club members have 

been attending this fabulous event for years.  It’s kind of special because of the gorgeous location on 

the tree lined banks of the beautiful Blanco River, just a short walk to the town square. 

http://www.blancochamber.com/calendar/event/74/annual-blanco-classic-car-show/ 

We’ll depart from the Café on the Square in Wimberley at 8:30 AM and drive by the Devil’s Back-

bone on our way to Blanco.  Come real early if you want breakfast.  Yummy! 

http://www.wimberleycafe.com/index.htm 

Bring your folding chairs. 

Let me know if you can attend. 

Nel 
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                          Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three 

                           months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00 

                                                                  Contact editor for other ads. 

                            Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop  

                                are available on our website: 

      http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php 

Ragtop 

TR7 5 speed coupe.  Needs new gas tank, old one removed. Orange. Cheap. $400 ne-

gotiable. Contact your editor for more details. 

mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com 

Look for next month’s article about HCTC assisting the 

Healey Roundup put on their autocross.  

Spitfire Challenge recap. 

Mitty Memories. 


