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From your Editor,
I first need to apologize for how
late the March issue is. Yes, I know
it’s April, but this is the March issue. The April issue will be forthcoming on Easter Sunday. Peter
Cottontail and I made a deal: no
Triumphs run over and bunnies,
and he’ll help me get the issue out.
Fair enough.
This month I want to touch on the
topic of reliability. How reliable
are our cars? How far are we willing to go to improve reliability? In
doing so, do we alter the character
of our cars? OR are we just eliminating some annoying traits? I’m
not sure.
I suppose I am unusual in this day
and age in driving a Triumph as
my only car every day. If it doesn’t
drive, I walk, ride a bike, or get a
ride from friends on occasion.
However, in 2 years I’ve had
30,000 mostly trouble free miles.
Mostly.
There have been bearing issues,
diff issues, u-joint issues, and ra-

diator and head gasket issues. All
challenges that I approached systematically.
The final piece of that puzzle is the
aluminum radiator I have ordered.
But is this going too far? Is electronic ignition that is a set it and
forget it system too modern? What
about adding air conditioning to
my Spitfire?
I don’t know. I love my car. Rocketdog is usually reliable. Weathertight, not hardly, but I digress. It’s
still a loud, fast, pretty stiff riding
experience driving and riding in
him. When I arrive somewhere I
feel like I’ve earned it.

Mike

Ellie

Isn’t that the idea of our cars?
Involvement? Yet reducing the
involvement on some fronts
isn’t exactly a bad thing, is it?
Until next month.

Mike
Rocketdog
All photos this page by Mike Jankowski
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The Inside Line
Robert MacKenzie, President
The Inside Line
A few years ago, while riding on a Lufthansa flight between Munich and London, I have a
memorable conversation with a young
man named Marcus. We began talking
when I pulled out some fast car magazine and he commented on something. It
turns out that he worked for BMW as a
marketing manager. We had a great debate on why BMW had [in my opinion]
not built any good cars since the 2002.
Marcus was intrigued by my views on
BMWs current offerings but then said he
had a solution and let me in on a secret.
The MINI was coming back!
This would have been in early 1998
when I was working for a now defunct
Photo by Susan Beth
German aircraft maker. BMW had recently bought out the Rover Group
and was struggling to come to grips (and turn a profit) with what was really the remains
of British Leyland. In the end this experiment cost BMW a reputed 15 billion Marks before
the brake up of the company in 1980. BMW kept the MINI brand and the new car in development as well as the trademarks to the Riley and Triumph marques.
Marcus explained in great detail what they had in mind for MINI and for the remainder of
the flight I became a one person focus group as he asked me dozens of questions about
what made me chose a particular car out of the 100s on the market. I told him that what
mattered to me was a simple, lightweight no-frills sports car was what I wanted. He
thought I was a perfect candidate for a MINI. When we landed at Heathrow, Marcus
gave me his card and made me promise that the next time I had free time in Munich I
needed to call him for a factory tour. I never had a chance to take him up on his offer
but I still have has card. Strangely, as much as I love the MINI, new and old, I have
never got around to buying one.
Why does this matter today, twelve years later? According to news reports out of the UK,
BMW has quietly renewed the trademarks for the Triumph name including the TR designation and the laurel wreath. BMW will not confirm or deny that a new car, badged as a
TR is in the pipeline. It is true that a plan was in place to sell a less expensive version of
the Z4 as Triumph several years ago. It is also been reported that BMW marketing
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wanted to offer the recently introduced MINI Roadster as a Triumph but met stiff opposition to the
idea from MINI dealers. Perhaps it was because the car is hideous? I don’t know…
I do know that there is tremendous value in old trademarks, particularly ones with a history of great
products behind it. Triumph is one of those. The thought of a Z4 based car really appeals to me. If
BMW can do as well as they did with the MINI with new TRs then we may have a whole new reason
to be proud to be Triumph owners. Only time will tell.
Get out and drive!

Robert D MacKenzie
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Betina’s Bits and Bobs
Betina Foreman

Minutes

This year we have had unusually mild winter temperatures, and spring is here already. Our winter
drab landscape has been replaced with the bright colors of a Texas style spring with blooming redbuds, mountain laurels, bluebonnets and the bright paint of classic cars. The season of weekend car
shows has begun with a bang! Cars and Coffee in Leander had a huge turnout last Sunday due to the
beautiful temperate weather. My favorite was a stunning emerald metallic green 1960 E-Type Jag
convertible. If you need an excuse to get out and drive your Triumph, here is a list of a few upcoming
cars shows to be aware of:
Wendy's Car Shows have resumed , so check your local Wendy’s for posters or get in touch with
James Botek.
Lone Star Round Up- April 13-14 at the Travis County Expo Center there will be a show and swap
meet. For more details please visit www.LoneStarRoundUp.com.
Cruisers on the Colorado- April 28th in downtown Smithville TX $20 for pre-registration and $25
day of show registration. There is a raffle and proceeds go to The Wounded Warrior Project.
Show and Shine Auto Show- April 29th 9-2 at the Hyatt at Lost Pines. Brunch is served from 9-12.
For more information call 512-308-1234.
Spitfire Autocross- June 3rd. Its the 50th anniversary of the Spit and to celebrate we are having a
Spitfire only Autocross. There will be 20 Spits and 40 drivers in this sanctioned event with $800
worth of great prizes. There will even be a prize for DFL, ask Robert MacKinzie for details if necessary. Event will be held at the San Antonio Raceway just north of San Antonio.Registration is at 8:30
sharp in Marion Texas. We need at least 6 ladies to drive and we can have a Ladies Class. Danielle
and I are participating so we only need 4 more lady drivers!
HCTC Newest Members are:
Danielle Mathias- It took me a year for our schedules to mesh, but we officially have her now!
Allen Hess
Walter Green
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Top tip of the month:
Use a good head gasket and
replace your head hardware
at the same time.

March/April 2012

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent
out by Nel. It says the month and year
your dues are due.

Hint:
If the year listed next to your name isn’t
2012, you owe right now. Any quite delinquent members who haven’t paid will be
dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you
don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to
Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping springs, Tx 78620
512-656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Next month:
It’s show season, drive time, and the most wonderful
time of the year for us and our cars!
Hopefully the Spitfire comparison will happen. Between
driveline bolts shearing, suspension, brake, head and
cooling issues, the cars that are supposed to take part
have all decided to live up to British Leyland labor practices and go on strike...
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HCTC Officers

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the
owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans
as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of
the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we
have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have

President
Robert MacKenzie
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Vice-President
Elizabeth Mericas
291.6775
emaericas@austin.rr.com

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other

Webmaster

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you

Jim Icenhower

don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed.

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road.

Treasurer

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more

Earl McGlothlin

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to

292.3387

others.

conniemcg@austin.rr.com

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register

Secretary

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of

Betina Foreman

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America,

771.6318

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-

betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the

Membership

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national

Nel Mcphail

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,

656.1456

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club.

Ragtop Editor

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.
Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be

Mike Jankowski
923.7988
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed.
Contact editor for other ads.
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7

Hill Country Triumph Club

March/April 2012

Ragtop

8

Hill Country Triumph Club

March/April 2012

Ragtop

9

Hill Country Triumph Club

March/April 2012

Looking Back
By
Rick Jankowski

Every time I see an ad for a TR-3A for sale on Craig’s List or see one at a car show, it stirs many memories. In
April 1959, I bought my one and only new LBC, a ’59 Signal Red TR-3A with a white top and tonneau. No wire
wheels, since I had reached my limit in price, $2888.
We were inseparable for the next 6.5 years -- it was my only car, a true daily driver. Since I lived in New York
State, the snow and ice were a problem for too many months, but the Michelins were up to the task. Believe
it or not, our club had an event every month, either a rallye or a gymkhana, which is now called an autocross.
Through the long cold winter, the rallyes were our events, but come spring, summer and early fall, gymkhanas were king.
Gymkhanas were usually
held in shopping center
parking lots, since stores
were not open on Sundays. Also, there were no
concerns about liability.
Oh, the good old days!
The cones were set up,
but there was a slight difference. Part of the
course was to be traversed in reverse gear! The
classes were under and
over 1600cc’s -- MGs,
Morris Minors, Porsches, and VWs in one class, and everything else in the other. Entry fee was a staggering
$2. There were usually between 40 – 50 cars at each event, representing 4 sports car clubs within a 50-mile
radius. Always a great time! Twice the gymkhana was inside a National Guard Armory -- one in Kingston, NY,
and one in Newburgh, NY. That was certainly different. It was tight and demanding, but the TR-3A was up to
it. I did enter one autocross which was in a field with hills, grass and dirt, and very bumpy. Quite an experience, yet, it was worlds apart from the National Solos in Lincoln, Nebraska, held last August. I was just a spectator, not a competitor, but it sure brought back memories.
The TR-3A will always be among my most cherished sports car memories.
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Application

Name:_________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________
Home Phone:_____________________________________
Work Phone:_____________________________________
Email address:____________________________________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
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HCTC Classifieds
Lovely TR3. 89,000 original miles. Original spoke wheels. All gauges except the gas gauge are in good working
order. Car runs great. Was maintained by an excellent mechanic and knew the ins and outs of this car. I've had
it for fifteen years and have enjoyed it so much but don't want to let it fall into ill-repair. It needs a good home
at this point. Asking $18,000/OBO. Was taken all apart about three years ago and rebuilt it with new paint and
chrome stripping. I have all refurb photos for those interested.
Lisa Lawler
512-9229790
llawler45@hotmail.com

FOR SALE:
I would like to sell a -74 TR6 long block, partially disassembled $175.00
I am also looking for a 4 prong square Hazard switch, for a 71/72 TR6
Ben Skoldeberg
e-mail or cell 512 750 4230
ben@txsunandshade.com
FOR SALE:
•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of
new parts $3800.00 obo
Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540
FOR SALE:
Spif up that Spitfire with a pair of 1972 GT6 High Back Seats. $150
Contact Richard @ (512) 413-11
1971 GT6 FOR SALE:
90% restored, needs to find a loving home, $4000,
Allen Monroe 512-786-9570
Ragtop
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Found in a vintage race shop in La Jolla, CA on Easter Sunday while I was wandering the coast. Is it
the real thing?

1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil,
manual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the
clock),
halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable!
$5100. PRICE REDUCED! Help me clean out the garage!
If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me.
Rick Jankowski
(843) 705-7243
Ragtop
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FOR SALE:
TR6 wheels with worn redlines, good hubcaps and trim rings. Small dents in a couple of the wheels.
Will sell both for $450 OBO. Andy Reed 303.478.5658

I have a few leftover Spitfire parts, such as rebuildable master cylinders for clutch and brakes, a decent steering wheel, etc. I don’t want to move this stuff, so I am going to put all my extra bits in a big
bucket. You want them, give me $25. You get the bucket, too!
Mike Jankowski
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

TR7 5 speed coupe. Needs new gas tank, old one removed. Orange. Cheap. $600 negotiable. Contact your editor for more details.
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three
months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00
Contact editor for other ads.

Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop
are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

Ragtop

14

