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Happy Birthday Spitfire!! Fabulous at Fifty!!
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From your Editor,
Seriously, is it this far into 2012
already? Time is screaming by this
year. Maybe it‟s because I‟m going
headlong out of my 30‟s and into
my 40‟s this June. My father always said wait until you hit 40 if
you want to see time fly.
Maybe it‟s that my life has gone
from hectic to insane. Two cars to
work on, class, work, social events,
my dog. No matter the reason it‟s
happened, and now I feel like I‟m
playing a game of catch up.
However, there are ways to combat
this. Planning. So, I‟m planning
my schedule for the year. The
Mitty, the Lime Rock Vintage Festival with guest of honor Sir Stirling Moss, and TXABCD as well as
the VTR National in Galveston are
all on the calendar. Plus a Spitfire
event in June in the area. Details
forthcoming. I will say it‟s for Spitfires only, involves thrashing of
cars, and will be much fun.
As to other planning, I am going to
ask some favors from you. One, is

if you send pictures, please include
some type of story with them. It
does me no good to sort through
piles of emails of pictures with
nothing more than “we drove our
cars and everyone had a good
time” as the text. Also, if you send
me something that has been published anywhere, it can‟t be used.
Unless I have permission from that
other publication, be it a magazine, another club newsletter, etc.
In terms of pictures, please send as
high a resolution as you can. Also,
if they are dark, shadowy, and
grainy, they aren‟t any good. I
know it sounds like I‟m being demanding, but I want pictures,
not snapshots. Composition,
etc does make a difference.
Maybe I‟ll be able to dig up a
how to reference for a future
issue. Thanks!

Mike

Ellie

Mike
Rocketdog
All photos this page by Mike Jankowski
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The Inside Line
Robert MacKenzie, President

The Inside Line
As you must know; 2012 marks the 50th anniversary of
the introduction of the Spitfire. So mark your calendars
people we are going to celebrate in style.
On June 6th the Hill Country Triumph
Club, in conjunction with Texas Spokes
Sports Car Club will hold “The 50th Anniversary Spitfire Challenge” This event
will be a Spitfire only autocross competition, sanctioned by Spokes, held at the
San Antonio Raceway.
The Spitfire Challenge is intended to be a
low key, fun, yet competitive where we
can all relax and spend the day racing. I
hope to get 20 cars and 40 drivers entered.

Photo by Mike Jankowski

Currently we have commitments for almost $800 in
prizes and sponsorships. As
the race event is being run by
Spokes, HCTC‟s responsibility will be to promote the
event among other Triumph
clubs in Texas and adjoining
states.
Spokes will do most of the
“heavy lifting” and handle
the registration, course setup, timing & scoring as well
as actual competition itself as part of a regular Spokes autocross. We have a special
Ragtop
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“Spitfire” class designation
and may be able to run as a
single heat depending on
the overall number of entries.
New to Autocross? This is
a perfect chance to get an
introduction as Spokes has
a novice program as part of
each event. Don‟t have a
Spitfire? Don‟t worry. The
rules allow two drivers per
car so find another club
member and pair up. Or
just bring your other British car out, enter and enjoy
the day. If we can get
enough women to enter we
can run a separate „Ladies‟ class complete with prizes and trophies. Watch this space for more information. There is lots to do to make this happen.

Get out and drive!

Robert D MacKenzie

Ragtop

4

Hill Country Triumph Club

February 2012

Rack Tightening Made Simple
Mike Jankowski takes the play out of
his steering, and leaves the Medieval
Machines to the museums.
We‟ve all driven them — a Triumph that has a front
suspension that has taken its state of independence
a bit too far. I was in that exact situation recently.
So I decided to put down this revolt before there
were some catastrophic results.
Adjusting the steering rack on the Spitfire and most
other later Triumphs is simple. Find where your
steering shaft intersects the rack. It‟ll look similar
to the picture to the right. Loosen that big nut looking cap. A large wrench is advised for this.
Once the cap is off, remove a shim, fill the rack
with grease, and replace the cap. If the steering
has play still, remove another shim. Once there
are no more shims then you are also out of luck.
Time for a new steering rack at that point.
It‟s a very simple, quick and worthwhile task.
Did it make a difference? Yes, it did. However, it
also highlighted the fact my trunnions need to
be replaced. I‟ve had those parts for 2 years just
waiting for this moment. That moment will coincidentally be the next tech article from me!
So go out there and rack them up! Control of that
wayward steering and suspension is a good thing.

Ragtop

5

Hill Country Triumph Club

February 2012

Ragtop

6

Hill Country Triumph Club

February 2012

Headlight Warning Buzzer
Jim Icenhower
I like driving with my headlights on in
daylight. It‟s safer and in my little British car I need all the safety I can get.
Unfortunately, I often forget to turn the
lights off when I arrive. So I figured that
if my modern car can tell me when I
leave my lights on there‟s no reason my
LBC can‟t. It‟s really very easy to construct and install the circuit. All it takes
is a little wire and two parts from Radio
Shack: a relay and a 12 volt chime.

off, 12 volts is sent from the light switch to terminal 2 of
the relay which allows terminal 6 to provide voltage to
the chime and it rings. If the ignition is on, the relay
connects terminal 6 to terminal 4 which is not connected to anything and so can‟t provide any voltage to
the chime.

Parts and Packaging the Project
I used super glue to attach the chime to the relay and
attached a 1”x1” Gardner Bender Mounting Base (stock
number 45-1MBUVL) which is available at Lowes. The
mounting base has a peel off adhesive on one side and a
slot for a zip tie to slip
through on the other. This
provides a way to use a zip
tie to mount the assembly
under the dash.

1

3
Radio Shack #273-0071
12v Chime

Parking Light
Terminal on Light
Switch

5
2

4

Red (+)

6

Blue
Black

7

8

Wiring
Wiring the relay and the chime are pretty simple.
Here‟s a chart of what goes where.
Connections

+ when ign on

Relay Terminal 2
Radio Shack #275-0218
12v DPDT Relay

Relay Terminal 6

Theory
The diagram shows the relay in it‟s
“relaxed” state when the ignition is off
and there is no voltage at terminal number 8. In this state, the chime rings only
when it receives 12 volts from the parking light terminal on the light switch. If
the lights are off, no voltage is sent to
the parking lights and therefore no voltage is sent to the chime. If the light
switch is turned on and the ignition is

Relay Terminal 8

Parking light terminal of the
light switch or any wire that provides 12 volts when the lights are
on.
Red wire on the chime.

Chime Red Wire

Any wire that provides 12 volts
when the ignition is on. The radio/accessory hot wire is a good
choice.
Any electrical ground on the car.
Usually, connecting to any convenient screw that is driven into
metal will work.
Relay Terminal 6.

Chime Blue Wire

Any electrical ground on the car.

Chime Black Wire

Any electrical ground on the car.

Relay Terminal 7
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I connected the wire to the parking light terminal
on the light switch by creating a little connector as
seen in figure 1. The long black wire from the yellow connector on the switch goes to the relay and
the short black wire connects to the wire that was
originally connected to the light switch. This allowed me to avoid tapping into the existing wire in
case I ever want to reverse this installation.

Installation
The chime is pretty loud so you can mount it anywhere under the dash and it will still be heard. I
used zip ties run through the mounting base to
mount it to a wire bundle near the steering column on my TR6.

That‟s all there is to it. Two parts and a little wire buy you the insurance of never leaving your lights
on and running your battery down.
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2012 Lucas-Marelli Tour
Dean Mericas gives us his account of the 2012 edition of this ever
more popular event. There‟s always next year if you missed this
one!!!
This year‟s Hill Country Lucas-Marelli “Round the Lake” tour was held on Saturday,
November 12th. Forty participants driving 20 cars converged on Dean and Elizabeth
Mericas‟ house for a light breakfast and tire kicking. There was a nice variety of tires
to kick, too, whether your taste runs to Triumphs, Alfa Romeos, Austin Healys, vintage
BMWs, Morgans, or Miatas. The Hill Country Triumph Club was well represented by:
a troop of TR6s driven by Steve and Candy Johnson, Wiley and Carol Christal, Jim
and Karen Icenhower, and Dave and Betina Foreman; Mike and Nel McPhail in their
white TR3; and Phil McKenzie and his son in their red Spitfire. We‟ll also take credit
for Dean and Elizabeth who drove their champagne Alfa Romeo GTV coupe in an attempt to avoid appearances of favoritism. This really is a “run what you brung” event.

The crowd took off for a spirited drive on back roads around the north shore of Lake
Travis, through Marble Falls, to a stop in Round Mountain for a brief pit stop. From
there, the tour drove on to take in the collection of Detroit Iron in various stages of
preservation and disassembly at Phil Auldridge‟s truly awesome restoration shop/
compound outside of Dripping Springs. Phil and Dorothee hopped in their BMW
2800CS to join us for the last leg to Trattoria Lisina in Driftwood. After four hours
driving Hill Country roads, we were hungry, and the restaurant obliged with a leisurely Italian lunch served in one of their veranda rooms. A couple of hours later, the
last of the group wandered back to their cars with full stomachs and good memories to
sustain them as they found their way home. This event really demonstrates the strong
bond between car people. As Steve Johnson remarked “We all get together amazingly
well, and all share experiences/expertise. The love of the sport binds us together.”
Stay tuned for details on the 2013 Lucas-Marelli tour.

Ragtop

9

Hill Country Triumph club

February 2012

Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent
out by Nel. It says the month and year
your dues are due.

Hint:
Spitfires in the Northern Hangar at Robert
MacKenzies‟ home. Soon Marsha will be on
the prowl and Rocketdog will be 100% and
patrolling the back roads. Many tech articles
pertaining to the work on Rocketdog are to
appear in future issues.

If the year listed next to your name isn’t
2012, you owe right now. Any quite delinquent members who haven’t paid will be
dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you
don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to
Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping springs, Tx 78620
512-656-1456
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

Next month:
Spitfire comparison drive. Three Spitfires. Three drivers. Three
opinions. Many Cokes consumed. It was supposed to happen
this month. Mechanical woes have delayed it yet again. In fact,
let‟s just say it‟s planned for the near future...and that‟s relative.
Top installation. As fun as topless motoring is, sometimes we
have to cover up.
Don‟t forget The Mitty! Kastner, Tullius, Cook, and more! Road
Atlanta April 27-29. themitty.com Join your President, Editor,
and who knows else for a weekend of Triumph Celebrations!
Ragtop
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HCTC Officers

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the
owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans
as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of
the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we
have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have

President
Robert MacKenzie
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Vice-President
Elizabeth Mericas
291.6775
emaericas@austin.rr.com

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other

Webmaster

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you

Jim Icenhower

don‟t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed.

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road.

Treasurer

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more

Earl McGlothlin

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to

292.3387

others.

conniemcg@austin.rr.com

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register

Secretary

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of

Betina Foreman

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America,

771.6318

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-

betinaforemanrealtor@yahoo.com

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the

Membership

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national

Nel Mcphail

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,

656.1456

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club.

Ragtop Editor

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.
Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be

Mike Jankowski
923.7988
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed.
Contact editor for other ads.
Ragtop
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Application

Name:_________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________
Home Phone:_____________________________________
Work Phone:_____________________________________
Email address:____________________________________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
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HCTC Classifieds
Need something? Want to sell something? Use this space. Free for
members. Feel free to send pictures also.

FOR SALE:
I would like to sell a -74 TR6 long block, partially disassembled $175.00
I am also looking for a 4 prong square Hazard switch, for a 71/72 TR6
Ben Skoldeberg
e-mail or cell 512 750 4230
ben@txsunandshade.com
FOR SALE:
•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of
new parts $3800.00 obo
Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540
FOR SALE:
Spiff up that Spitfire with a pair of 1972 GT6 High Back Seats. $150
Contact Richard @ (512) 413-11
1971 GT6 FOR SALE:
90% restored, needs to find a loving home, $4000,
Allen Monroe 512-786-9570
Ragtop
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FOR SALE: 74' TR6 basically a stock looking TR6-very clean
5,500 miles Mimosa w/ Chestnut interior (paint job approx. 3 years old) rust free
Strong engine (Ron Harrison just replaced the clutch & a few other items listed below)
•new red (Hella style) horns •fairly new top (~2 yrs old)
•brake master cylinder (2 yrs old) •windshield (2 yrs old)
•new clutch slave cyliner •approx. 30K miles of tread left of Michelin Redlines
asking $13,200 ($12,500 w/out the new leather Miata seats)
Questions, call Jim Wells @ 254-780-1464
email: jimanddiana@clearwire.net
1978 SPITFIRE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE - $4750. (San Antonio)
****Price Reduced(Was $5750.)****New upholstery and c/v top.
4spd.,no rust,orig. brown paint .Rebuilt weber carb.,headers.
New plugs,cap,rotor,back brakes,belt,hose and u-joint.
Licensed and inspected.94000 miles.Excellent investment,
Call Mike @210-744-6453 for more details and pictures.
FOR SALE: TR3 With reluctance, Anndel is putting her TR3 on the market. This was a complete
ground up restoration, overdrive transmission.
Andy Home 713-975-0098 Cell 832-372-9804
1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil,
manual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the
clock),
halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable!
$5000. PRICE REDUCED! Help me clean out the garage!
If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me.
Rick Jankowski
(843) 705-7243
Ragtop
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For Sale: Longtime member Scott Berry is selling his 1975 Spitfire.
If interested, please contact Scott at sberrydds@att.net

Is your Spitfire not handling the corners as it should? Koni shocks for a Spitfire for sale with about 5000 miles
on them. Paint was never a Koni strong suit, but they are mechanically sound. All four corners for $125.
Contact Dave Swanson : 512-879-7769

For sale: 1976 TR6
Selling my beautiful 1976 TR6 due to “hard times”. The car won 1st Place in class at the 2009 TX All
British Car Days. Everything works and grives great, a real show stopper. The car has always been
garaged. The first owner had it in Marble Falls and the car is in Austin now.
The following updates have been added:
Pertronix ignition, stainless dual exhaust and mufflers, chrome air cleaners, Moto wood steering
wheel, new rubber floor mats, new wing windows and a new maintenance free antique style battery.
Must see to appreciate.
Extras:
Light tan top boot, black tonneau cover, black 3 window vinyl top with zipper rear window, interior
panels and seats are like new, and an aftermarket black vinyl covered removable fiberglass hardtop.
Asking $14,000, offers welcome. Please call 512-659-4266 for an appointment.
Greg West

If anyone has a good TR6 tub of any year, contact :
Ronnie PalmisanoNewsletter Editor,
British Motoring Club New Orleans
editor@bmcno.org
Ronniep@cox.net
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FOR SALE:
TR6 wheels with worn redlines, good hubcaps and trim rings. Small dents in a couple of the wheels.
Will sell both for $450 OBO. Andy Reed 303.478.5658

I have a few leftover Spitfire parts, such as rebuildable master cylinders for clutch and brakes, a decent steering wheel, etc. I don‟t want to move this stuff, so I am going to put all my extra bits in a big
bucket. You want them, give me $25. You get the bucket, too!
Mike Jankowski
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

TR7 5 speed coupe. Needs new gas tank, old one removed. Orange. Cheap. $500 negotiable. Contact your editor for more details. Seriously cheap. We‟re talking motivated seller. Title is good also.
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three
months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00
Contact editor for other ads.

Don‟t forget, back issues of The Ragtop
are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php
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