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From your Editor,
Another month has past, June is
here, and so is the heat. Perfect
weather, and there are many
events to enjoy driving our
Triumphs to coming up.
I finally attended a Cars and Coffee
in Leander, and without going into
excruciating detail I will say it was
amazing. Good friends, new
friends, great cars and fun all
around.

cars. Look for the first review in
the next Ragtop, as my drive was
yesterday.
Lastly, Robert MacKenzie and I
will be co driving his Spitfire at the
SCCA Divisional Autocross in San
Antonio this coming weekend.
What say for the next event after
this one we have a club presence?

Mike

Mike

I’ve also been busy keeping
Rocketdog running, and lately
that’s been pretty intense. From
soldering the radiator neck with
our President to replacing belts
and everything in between, I’ve
been busy.

Ellie

Another change in my life is I have
left the bike industry and started a
new job. What is it? Well, I work in
a race car prep shop, with all kinds
of cool cars and projects. The pay
is better as are the hours.
I’ve started another project, which
is comparison driving of British

Rocketdog
All photos this page by Mike Jankowski
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The Inside Line
April - 2011

Robert MacKenzie, President
The Turtle Effect
Now I love all of this Earth’s creatures, perhaps with the exception of fire ants (and possums; I could live without possums) but I have a particular liking for reptiles. Snakes, lizards and turtles have always fascinated me.
But don’t let anybody ever tell you the turtle is not a dangerous beast and a hazard to motorists
everywhere.
I learned this the hard way last week while enjoying an evening drive on FM2243 from Georgetown, heading towards Leander.
I encountered a large box turtle in the middle
of the road. One of the largest I have ever
seen. Not wanting it see it run over I was
soon hard on the brakes, making a U-turn
and stopping to pick it up.
Expecting it to retract into its shell I was surprised when it tried to bite me as I scooped it
up from the roadway. My plan was to just
put it in the ditch but there were some cars
coming and there I was, stopped in the middle of the road. I also had not taken into account that I had my two bull terriers
in the car so putting the turtle in the back seat with them was not an option.

Photo by Susan Beth

Not really thinking this through, I placed the large, angry turtle in the drivers-side footwell,
hopped back in the car and sped off, quite content that I have saved it from a certain death.
Certain death became a real possibility for me as I approached an intersection and quickly realized
that my reptilian passenger had climbed up the firewall and had wedged himself under the brake
pedal whilst attempting to escape.
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Franticly, I kicked him out of the way and managed to
bring the car to a stop. Turning onto a side road I stopped
at the entrance to a gated community and released the turtle into a well groomed yard filled with screaming peacocks.
Is there a moral to this story? Drive
safely and don’t pick-up turtles.
Onward and Upward!

Onward and Upward!
Robert D MacKenzie
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Bob’s Your Uncle
Bob Skewis
After a long absence from Pflugerville, the HCTC
returned to the Springhill Restaurant for our
meeting last month. Returning was a theme, as
Robert and Pam had just returned from a seven
state, 840 mile road trip with dogs . . . just in
time to meet with us! We appreciate his taking
his presidential responsibilities seriously.

Mike McPhail announced that he would be leading a drive from his house on May 21st to the
Blanco Classic Car Show. Several members make
this a regular event on their yearly schedule.
Roger Bolick, in his never-ending quest to lighten
his burden of Triumph stuff, donated a Triumph watch for the correct answer to a trivia question . . .and El
Presidente promptly came up with the correct answer. Bam!
Robert MacKenzie and Mike Jankowski have announced their intention to rebuild a TR7 to running condition
to be raffled away at the Texas All British Car Days in September. They are asking for volunteers willing to
put in a little time and their intention is that the Linus Foundation or other charity be the beneficiary of the
dollars collected. Speaking of the TXABCD . . . a location is still being searched for a possible autocross to be
added to the agenda this year. It would have to be convenient to the host hotel in Round Rock, so the possibilities are limited. If you know of any possible location, please contact Jim Icenhower.
In other news, Mike Schubert is collecting orders for a club nametag purchase . . . get your orders to him
soon, as this will be the only order this year. Mike mentioned the Father’s Day Car Show that is coming up on
Father’s Day . . .you can search it online and register online. Also, mention was made again of the Cars and
Coffee every first Sunday of the month. This has become a regular for many of our members and they highly
recommend it. Bob Kramer gave a short report on the latest Lemons Race at Eagles Canyon Raceway . . . the
car came in 19th our of 42 starters! Of course, it could not have done that without a competent cadre of
dedicated racers who earned the trophy for delivering the “Most with the Least”!
And finally, we got a report on the VTR in New Braunfels and congratulations to Winston DeFord and Jo Warren for loading up the Spitfire on the trip home with a first place in the Gimmick Rallye, second in Spitfire
Ragtop
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concours, third in Autocross . . . and another first for “Most time in the Hot Tub”. Congratulations to them
both! The Good Samaritan award went to our own Ralph Herter for helping out a 79 year old member of the
Red River Triumph Club who had a bad accident on Hwy 281 near Ralph’s home. Ralph picked him up and
waited with him for the tow truck that hauled the sad wreckage back to Dallas. Luckily, the driver was not
hurt! Harry Taggart was last seen proudly sporting the autocross number 65 on his TR6 as he drove into Austin on Hwy 290 . . . a proud warrior after his first VTR.

Thanks to Mike and Nel McPhail, Roger Bolick, Mike Schubert, Dan Julien, Dave and Bettina Foreman, Mike
Jankowski, Winston DeFord and Jo Warren, Willis Thorstadt, Bob Skewis, Robert and Pam MacKenzie, and
Philip and Joel McKenzie for driving their cars for a big turnout in P-Ville. I’ll see you on the road!
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Photo Contest!!!!!!
Categories:
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Pay Your Dues!!!!!!!
Please check the latest spreadsheet sent
out by Nel. It says the month and year
your dues are due.

Black and White
Animals and our cars
Action Shot
Night and Light
Submission Deadline:
6 July 2011

Hint:
If the year listed next to your name isn’t
2011, you owe right now. Any quite delinquent members who haven’t paid will be
dropped from the roster.
Cost is $15 per year per family. If you
don’t wish to renew, please notify Nel.
Mail your check made out to HCTC to
Nel McPhail
1105 N Canyonwood Dr
Dripping springs, Tx 78620
512-656-1456
nmcphail@austinrr.com

Next month:
Car comparison series begins.
Divisional Autocross Coverage.
Alternator cross reference info.

Ragtop

7

Hill Country Triumph Club

June 2011

HCTC Officers

The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage
Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the
owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans
as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of
the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we
have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have

President
Robert MacKenzie
president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

Vice-President
Bob Baker
448.0093
rabaker1946@att.net

dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other

Webmaster

event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you

Jim Icenhower

don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed.

webmaster@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road.

Treasurer

Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more

Earl McGlothlin

information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to

292.3387

others.

conniemcg@austin.rr.com

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register

Secretary

(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of

Bob Skewis

Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America,

892.4068

exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-

skewistx@att.net

PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the

Membership

Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national

Nel Mcphail

organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org,

656.1456

www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.

membership@hillcountrytriumphclub.org

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club.

Ragtop Editor

Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.
Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be

Mike Jankowski
923.7988
mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com

emailed t0 mikeragtopeditor@gmail.com Car related classified ads are free to
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed.
Contact editor for other ads.
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Application

Name:_________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City/State:_____________________ Zip:______________
Home Phone:_____________________________________
Work Phone:_____________________________________
Email address:____________________________________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
Car Make:____________ Model:___________ Year:_______
Color:___________
How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Please mail your application and check payable to HCTC to this address:
Nel McPhail, 1105 North Canyonwood Dr
Dripping Springs, TX 78260
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VENDOR OF THE MONTH
by
Mike McPhail
WHERE TO GET SOME POOKIE
Now don’t get excited ladies, “pookie” is not some
vulgar sexist slang... “Pookie” is a catch all description for automotive gasket dressing. You
know…goop!
I have been planning to talk about my favorite
“pookie” for some time, and wouldn’t you know
it; car guru
Roger Moment
beat me to the
punch in the last
issue of AustinHealey Magazine. Roger recommends using
Wellseal and
Hylomar Advanced Formula. These are
both nonhardening and
can be used for
anything from head gaskets to oil pans. The important thing is that these products really work!
Wellseal has been around forever and is recommended in numerous British car repair manuals. It
comes in a tube, but is very thin, and looks like
pancake syrup. The Hylomar name comes on several sealing products, but the “solvent free advanced formula” is the one you want. It is thicker
than Wellseal and should be used when the mating
surfaces are not as smooth. Just coat your gaskets
and hoses with this stuff and “look Ma, no more

June 2011

leaks”.
These products can be purchased from Moss and are
rather pricey, but wouldn’t you pay just about anything
to stop those annoying leaks?
Another superior product is “All-In-One” silicone
sealant from Valco Cincinnati.
There are many mediocre silicone sealers available from
your local auto parts store, and the ugly high temp red
silicone works well on manifolds and tail pipe joints,
and the black silicone adhesive is pretty good, too. Silicone sealants can be used in place of gaskets in most
cases; just be sure to follow the instructions.
The Valco product is better than the rest, does it all,
and comes in
black, clear and
aluminum. Visit
their web site
www.valcocp.com for this
and other great
automotive products, and info on
where to buy
them.
All these sealers stop leaks
without bonding
the gasket to the
metal so well that the gasket is impossible to remove.
More often, the gasket will peel right off.
If I really want the gasket to stick, say like to the
valve cover, I use Weldwood Contact Cement. This
stuff is available at any hardware store, and has many
uses around the workshop. I use it for installing auto interiors, and even as gasket cement. This glue cleans up
easily with paint thinner and is relatively slow drying.
Once the cement has dried, it forms a strong bond to just
about any surface and is highly resistant to petroleum
products. It can be brushed on to both surfaces then repositioned numerous times before setting up. Otherwise,
Ragtop
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let it nearly dry on the surfaces before joining for
quick bonding. It’s cheap, too!
Teflon tape is pretty good stuff…use it on
automotive pipe fittings just like you would with
plumbing. Wrap some around the brake bleeder
screws for a drip free operation.
Thermoseal Sealex pipe joint sealant is like
Teflon tape on steroids. This product is in the
form of a thick tape with an adhesive strip on
one side. Just stick it on one surface, overlap the
ends and bolt it up. Some clever fellow gave me
a box of this stuff and it is wonderful for making
gaskets. This is an industrial product and I will
have to check to see where you can buy it.
Epoxy resin products are the thing if you
really want to
stick things together
or fill holes
and cracks. You can
find JB Weld
just about anywhere
and everyone
should have some
on hand. Another excellent two
part epoxy is
MarineTex. Most
boat stores have it and it comes ingrey or white.
It is thicker than JB and should be used when
you don’t want the epoxy to run.
Most people try to stay away from radiator
additives that promise to stop leaks. Still, a little
bottle of Bar’s Leak has
saved the day for me on several occasions. I haven’t had
any problem with it clogging things up, either. A
friend of mine used a similar product to mend his seriously blown head gasket,
and the MGB made it all the
way home from Paducah,
KY without further incident.
In conclusion gentlemen, get some pookie!

June 2011

If you missed Cars and Coffee in June, come on out to
the July edition! Five cars left the Presidential Estate,

five cars returned. Though not the same five… A fun
lighthearted day was enjoyed by Phil McKenzie, Mike
Jankowski, Robert MacKenzie, Bettina Foreman, and
Danielle Mathias, an interloping MGB driver.
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SCENIC DRIVE TO “BARBEQUE AT THE PALMER’S” IN FREDERICKSBURG

Who says “there is no free lunch”? Not the Hill Country Triumph Club! Join us Saturday,
June 18 at Mike and Nel’s for a 10:30 departure. Our destination is Rancho de Palmer at 423 Meusebach Creek Road, just south of Fredericksburg. BYOB, swimsuit and appetite: lunch is at 1PM.
Please RSVP by Tuesday, June 14, if you're coming! Nel McPhail 512-656-1456 or
nmcphail@austin.rr.com

McPhails:
1105 N. Canyonwood Dr.
Dripping Springs TX 78620

Canyonwood Drive is 10 miles west of Oak Hill on 290. Turn right onto Canyonwood after spotting
Dominos Pizza on your left. Go two miles and we are on the left.

Here are the directions to Alan & Maria Palmer's house in Fredericksburg, although we'll be taking a
more scenic route.

1105 Canyonwood Dr Dripping Springs, TX 78620
1.Head southeast on N Canyonwood Dr toward Oak Crest Dr1.9 mi
2.Turn right onto US-290 W27.6 mi
3.Turn left onto US-290 W/E Main St Continue to follow US-290 W27.7 mi
4.Turn left onto Old San Antonio Rd2.3 mi
5.Turn right onto Meusebach Creek Rd1.0 mi
6.Turn right to stay on Meusebach Creek Rd1.4 mi
7.Turn right into Alan & Maria's driveway at #4230.2 mi

423 Meusebach Creek Rd Fredericksburg, TX 78624
Ragtop
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HCTC Classifieds
It's time for HTC members to rediscover Art's yard before American Hoarders does.
He has 3 Bugeye Sprites, 3 Spridgets, 3 Spitfires, 3 Triumph Heralds, Singers, Humbers, XKEs, a TR6, a TR3 and More. There are huge piles, (actually small barns), of
extra parts. It's time that Art admits that there are three times more projects than he
will ever finish or drive. About half the cars need new homes. Some of these autos are
in terrible to horrid condition and can scare the wrench out of your hand to look at,
and some could be your dream car with a little love and elbow grease. Reasonable offers are going to be accepted from members that might want to buy a project.
Please contact Art Schoenig at artschoenigco@sbcglobal.net for an appointment.
FOR SALE:
I would like to sell a -74 TR6 long block, partially disassembled $175.00
I am also looking for a 4 prong square Hazard switch, for a 71/72 TR6
Ben Skoldeberg
e-mail or cell 512 750 4230
ben@txsunandshade.com
FOR SALE:
•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of
new parts $3800.00 obo
Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540
FOR SALE:
Spif up that Spitfire with a pair of 1972 GT6 High Back Seats. $150
Contact Richard @ (512) 413-11
1971 GT6 FOR SALE:
90% restored, needs to find a loving home, $4000,
Allen Monroe 512-786-9570
Ragtop
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FOR SALE: 74' TR6 basically a stock looking TR6-very clean
5,500 miles Mimosa w/ Chestnut interior (paint job approx. 3 years old) rust free
Strong engine (Ron Harrison just replaced the clutch & a few other items listed below)
•new red (Hella style) horns •fairly new top (~2 yrs old)
•brake master cylinder (2 yrs old) •windshield (2 yrs old)
•new clutch slave cyliner •approx. 30K miles of tread left of Michelin Redlines
asking $13,200 ($12,500 w/out the new leather Miata seats)
Questions, call Jim Wells @ 254-780-1464
email: jimanddiana@clearwire.net
1978 SPITFIRE CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE - $4750. (San Antonio)
****Price Reduced(Was $5750.)****New upholstery and c/v top.
4spd.,no rust,orig. brown paint .Rebuilt weber carb.,headers.
New plugs,cap,rotor,back brakes,belt,hose and u-joint.
Licensed and inspected.94000 miles.Excellent investment,
Call Mike @210-744-6453 for more details and pictures.
FOR SALE: TR3 With reluctance, Anndel is putting her TR3 on the market. This was a complete
ground up restoration, overdrive transmission.
Andy Home 713-975-0098 Cell 832-372-9804
1980 Triumph TR7: 61,000 miles, new top, new tonneau, Crane electronic ignition, Crane coil,
mannual choke, electric fuel pump, electric fan with adjustable thermostat, all gauges work (even the
clock),
halogen headlights, workshop manual, car cover, licensed and insured, good tires. Super reliable!
$5500.
If you desire pictures, or have other questions, please contact me.
Rick Jankowski
(843) 705-7243
Ragtop
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FOR SALE: 74 TR6 seats, decent condition black vinyl. $250
TR6 wheels with worn redlines, good hubcaps and trim rings. Small dents in a couple of the wheels.
$250
Will sell both for $450 OBO. Andy Reed 303.478.5658
As I was cleaning my basement, I came across four perfect vintage pannasport rims I bought for the 1976 Spitfire. ( they are period
correct and beautiful ). Also, I have other parts from that car. Here is a list.
Two chrome euro front bumpers, both original completely redone seats, wiring harness, all lights, all gauges, both completely
repainted( in white) perfect doors, perfect redone bonnet, brand new gas tank, sporty English steering wheel with adapter, original
steering wheel, new carpet, one extra 5th speed overdrive adapter to tranny, boot, the perfect original soft dash pad, 2 hard tops,
rear euro bumper, front and rear original US bumpers, period correct radios -two, wiring diagram for car laminated, ragtop & frame
both perfect door mirrors perfect in aluminum, original map light and perfect replacement, Headers, muffler and pipes from header
to exhaust, header tape, head lights, body rubber and seals, rear view mirror, and etc.
You get the idea! I have my cost for all the replacements. I'll sell to a club member before I list them on Ebay if you so desire.
Thanks, Edward
egordon1@austin.rr.com

concours, third in Autocross . . . and another first for “Most time in the Hot Tub”. Congratulations to them
both! The Good Samaritan award went to our own Ralph Herter for helping out a 79 year old member of the
Red River Triumph Club who had a bad accident on Hwy 281 near Ralph’s home. Ralph picked him up and
Car related classified ads are free to Members and will run for three
months unless otherwise instructed. Non-Members ads are $5.00
Contact editor for other ads.

Don’t forget, back issues of The Ragtop
are available on our website:
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php
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