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THE INSIDE LINE
by ROBERT MacKENZIE,   PRESIDENT

“Austin doesn't have a 
car culture” 

I read those words 
earlier today and a 
number of 
thoughts and 
images passed 

through my mind.
I thought of an 

informal hot rod show 
my son and I had gone to on the 
weekend, I thought of organized events like 
Roiling Sculpture, the show at Rudy’s each 
year, Cars & Coffee, The Texas All British 
Car Day.  I recalled watching rat rods in the 
parking lot at a roller-derby bout, or lined 
up and down South Congress.
Memories of autocross events, hill country 
drives, assisting friends (or getting 
assistance) on various projects flashed by. 
Most importantly; I thought about the 
dozens of friends I have made in the last 5 
years, all of whom I know only through our 
shared love of something automotive, often 
old and British, in the two purely Austin car 
clubs I am proud to be a member of; Spokes 
and the Hill Country Triumph Club. 
I read those words again and my head 
almost exploded. It was so wrong, so 
flawed. How could someone even say that?  
I must step back and explain the context.  
The statement was made by an individual 
who is vehemently opposed to the concept 

of Austin, Texas hosing a Formula One Race 
anytime in the future.
Now I have been watching F1 racing for a 
long time.  I can clearly recall a TV 
commentator talking about “Niki Lauda in 
the BRM”.  This would have been in 1973 
and I would have been 10. To this day, I still 
feel Lauda is one of the all time greats and 
one of my most prized possessions is a 
signed copy of “My Years With Ferrari” that 
my father got for me when he and Niki 
Lauda took an aircraft on a demo tour all 
over South America, buts that’s another 
story.
I think you know where I stand on the 
question of F1 coming to Austin: I feel it 
will be a fantastic thing for our city.
Having said that; I do have some concerns. 
Although I understand the structure that 
controls the funds from the Texas Special 
Events Fund; I am not sure why we are 
using tax dollars at all, even if they do get 
paid back.  I want this track to be the 
“greenest” racing facility ever built with the 
most challenging track layout that can be 
designed.  As much as I like the concept of 
vast expanses of pavement that can be used 
for autocross, I also like the idea of gravel 
lots providing better drainage and rain run-
off as proposed by the promoters. That’s a 
sacrifice I can accept.
I have been appalled by some of the 
statements made by people who do not 
want the facility built.  From silly 

continued on page 3
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statements like “Will anyone attend it?” to 
blatantly false statement about the value 
of the public funding, how much pollution 
an F1 race generates and how nameless 
economists “argue that these major events 
actually are a net drain on the local 
economy” (Ask anybody from Montreal 
how business last summer compared to 
this year after F1 took a year off in 
Canada) all contribute to a overly negative 
image of F1.    
Local television coverage of the recent 
press conference and announcement was 
equally as bad.  The promoter was 
described as a “retired F1 driver” as they 
showed a montage of Indy Car crashes and 
grainy forage of what looked like a 
Formula Ford race from 20 years ago.  It 
seems to me that the anti-F1 voices are 
both loud and wrong when it comes to 
some facts.
So as members of Austin’s non-existent car 
culture; we need to state our opinions.  I 
don’t care if you are for or against the 
track; I just hope that both sides can have 

an honest debate on the issue.  This 
should be fun to watch.

I look forward to my tenure as President 
of The Hill Country Triumph Club.  
Frankly; I am not sure just what is 
expected of me; so please feel free to tell 
me what I need to do or if you have any 
suggestions for a club event.

It is good to live in interesting times.

Robert D MacKenzie

BACK ISSUES OF THE RAGTOP ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE

http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/newsletters.php

continued from page 2

Robert

http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
http://www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org/HCTC-news.html
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Secretary
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Don Couch
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editor@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage 
Triumph Register (VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the 
owners of Triumph automobiles in the Central Texas area surrounding 
Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to include other British car fans 
as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that represent some of 
the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of cars, we 
have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.
Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have 
dinner meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other 
event each month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you 
don’t drive your car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. 
One goal of the club is to help its members keep their cars on the road. 
Please call one of the club officers listed in the newsletter for more 
information about club benefits and spread the word about our club to 
others.
The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, 
exclusively for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-
PACK, dedicated to the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the 
Triumph TR250 and TR6 sports cars. Membership in these national 
organizations is encouraged. Visit their websites at www.vtr.org, 
www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.
The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. 
Material within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the 
authors are credited. Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome. 
Deadline for submissions is the end of each month. Submissions may be 
emailed t0 don@dcphotos.com Car related classified ads are free to 
members and will run for three months unless otherwise instructed. 
Contact editor for other ads. 

Name:                                                                                                                

Address:                                                                                                            

City / State:                                                                  Zip:                            

Home Phone:                                                                                                  

Work Phone:                                                                                                   

E-mail address:                                                                                                 

Car Make:                                 Model:                               Year:                   Color:                             

Car Make:                                 Model:                               Year:                   Color:                             

How on earth did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club?                                                                                

Please mail application and check payable to HCTC to:
Nel McPhail, 1105 N. Canyonwood Dr., Dripping Springs, TX 78260

Membership Application

On the Cover
Wylie Christal in his magnificent 

1971 TR6 
Cover photo by BArbara Kramer
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Summer’s here and the time is right for... Air Conditioning!
Bill W. and I were talking the other night about the summer heat 
and how it’s certainly NOT driving season in Texas. I told him I 
think it’s humorous to me that companies like the Roadster 
Factory have a winter parts sale because that the time of year 
most people stow away their LBCs. Not in Texas I said. Trouble 
is it’s too hot to even work the the dang things! 

So, I really don’t have much to RUBY REPORT about this 
month. I drove her to the last meeting and haven’t started her 

since. Maybe I’ll drive her next week. Hey, don’t we have a meeting 
next week...

Don

RUBY REPORT
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BOB’S YOUR UNCLE

 We cut our 
newlywed President a little 
slack and Steve Johnson 
started the meeting.  The 
first topic of conversation 
was the upcoming 
Summer Blood Drive, co-

sponsored by Bob Skewis and the Kramers . . . 
a renewal of an old club summer tradition.  As 
long as the Kramers live on the lake and are up 
for hosting a rowdy bunch, I’m down with it!  
The next topic was the 24 Hours of Lemons 
race coming up on September 18-19th.  This 
has been discussed as happening in “Houston” 
but is actually on the west side of Houston in 
the metropolis of Angleton.  This will make it 
easier to get to and much easier to drive a 
Triumph to in support of the Sherlock Home 
Boyz.  Speaking of support, it looks like there 
have been enough parts donated and 
scrounged to do the job . . . now the group is 
facing the ticking clock to get the work done 
in time.  If you still want to support their 
efforts and be part of the “pit crew” with a 
two-day pass, $75.00 will get you there – 
contact Bob Kramer for more information on 
that.  
 El Presidente, Robert MacKenzie, 
arrived at 7:30 – carrying a winglet (actually an 
air foil) he is making available to the Lemons 
car.  He also took pictures of it sitting on Bob 
Kramer’s TR6 in the parking lot, and it looked 
pretty cool.  The jury is out as to whether it 
would make the Lemons car run any better!  
Nel McPhail took the floor to appeal to 
everyone to pay their dues.  This is difficult for 
most of us to remember, since the reminder 

used to come to us via our monthly newsletter 
delivered by the US Mail.   However, with the 
newsletter coming by email these days, our 
intrepid membership director is our last line 
of defense against pikers and interlopers.  So, 
please make it easy on Nel and check to see if 
you owe your dues . . . Thanks.
Don Couch reminded us that the 
annual Texas All British Car Day is getting 
closer.  It will be held on September 25 and 26 
this year with a Gumball Rallye and dinner 
Saturday followed by the show Sunday.  The 
show will be done by 3:00 on Sunday to allow 
everyone attending enough time to make it 
home before dark.  Jim Icenhower is 
coordinating volunteers for short, 2-hour 
periods to help us carry off another great show.  
Anyone wishing to help should contact him 
through the website www.txabcd.org
 Robert closed the meeting by 
introducing a prospective member, James 
Botek – James recently bought a very nice 
example of a ’64 Spitfire 4 and brought it to 
the meeting.  Always a pleasure to add to the 
squadron!  Others attending with their 
Triumphs were: Betina and Dave Foreman, 
Mike and Nel McPhail, Harry Taggart, Don 
Couch, Roger Bolick, Bill Waller, Dan Julien, 
Mike Jankowski, Bob Blake, Phil and Logan 
McKenzie, Willis Thorstad, Bob Skewis, Bob 
Kramer and our old friend Phil Taylor.  As you 
can see, we had 14 cars showing the flag in the 
parking lot – thanks for bringing them and . . . 
I’ll see you on the road.

Bob

http://www.txabcd.org
http://www.txabcd.org
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Our July blood drive yielded six stalwart volunteers 
to donate blood at the Central Texas Blood and 
Tissue Center.  With all of the restrictions to 
qualify a donation, this is actually a good number 
for our group.  Although, I think we can field a 
team of ten next year.  Member Wylie Christal 
traveled with his job to the Dominican Republic 
recently and was disqualified due to potential 
malaria contact, but we are proud he came and lent 
us moral support.  Other donors were John Carl, 
Bob Skewis, Bill Waller, Bob Kramer and Betina 
Foreman.  Bob Skewis and Betina received a boost 
to their efforts when they were told that their 
blood was going directly to the Dell Children’s 
Medical Center for an open heart operation on at 
two year-old girl the following Tuesday.  Just an 
illustration of the importance of giving if you are 
able.
 After a draining morning, we followed Bob 
Kramer on a short drive to Lake Travis where 
Barbara greeted us with a cold drink and snacks 
while the burgers and sausage were cooking on the 
grill.  I don’t know if I can recall all of the members 
that came to eat and swim, but Jim and Karen 
Icenhower, newlyweds Robert and Pam 
MacKenzie, Richard Ceraldi and Harry Taggart 
were there . . . and by the time we were leaving 
around 4:00, Roger and Tina came driving up.  We 
had a really good, relaxing swim in the lake . . . and 
another memorable July event.  Thanks to everyone 
who participated!


Blood Drive
A Success
by Bob Skewis

Photos by Barbara Kramer

continued on page 9 Bob
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continued on page 10

Tool Project of the Month
by Mike McPhail

          Last month we talked about the 
amazingly simple wiring scheme used on British 
cars. Armed with this valuable knowledge, we 
can now put it to practical use. “Oh yeah, like 
what?” you might ask. How about bleeding the 
smoke from the system? What? Alright then, 
it’s settled!
 The device used for allowing excess 
smoke to escape harmlessly from the wiring is 
known as a fuse. On LBCs from the 1950s, 
there are usually only two fuses. A fuse block 
with green and purple wires fused to white and 
brown wires is quite common. As we know 
from last month, the white wire is from the 
ignition switch and the fuse protects devices 
fed by the green wires, such as wipers, gauges, 
heater fan, and brake lights. The brown wire is 
direct from the battery, and the corresponding 

fuse is for the horns, which are fed by the 
purple wire.
 The ignition system, head lights, electric 
fuel pump, dash lights, overdrive, and just about 
anything else not already mentioned are not 
protected by a fuse and therefore in danger of  
losing smoke from a short circuit. A short 
circuit, of course, allows excess smoke to form 
and escape the wiring. The heat generated can 
irreparably damage the wires! For more 
technical information on this fascinating 
subject go to: http://www3.telus.net/
bc_triumph_registry/smoke.htm
 In order to avoid this nasty situation, 
more fuses can be added to the wiring. The 
simple solution is to insert heavy duty in-line 
fuse holders. These can be installed under the 
dash to preserve originality. New Lucas fuse 

http://www3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry/smoke.htm
http://www3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry/smoke.htm
http://www3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry/smoke.htm
http://www3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry/smoke.htm
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blocks with four positions (as used on a 
Triumph TR6) can be purchased to replace the 
two position blocks. Wires are stacked at the 
block with one feeding the others and can be 
separated in order to fuse them individually.
Old blocks are diffi cult to clean up, and 
are economical to replace. Later blocks use 
push on connections for reliability and make a 
nice upgrade. Later two-position blocks (as 
used on an XKE) can be purchased new to 
upgrade the early blocks with screw 
connections. Likewise, a later voltage 
regulator (as used on a Triumph TR4) has the 
more modern connections, is otherwise 
identical, and is a nice improvement.
 The Lucas fuses supplied from the 
factory are marked with very high ratings 
which do not correspond to the wiring 
requirements of the car when using modern 
AGC replacement fuses. Very few fused 
components will pull over 10 amps, and many 
will pull considerably less. Consequently, this 
writer recommends using a 15 amp fuse in 
each fuse block position. Fuses added to 
individual circuits can be even less. Adding a 
fuse on the white ignition wire from the 
switch is a common safety measure, but don’t 
forget that it feeds the original fuse block, and 
therefore the new fuse should be large as, or 
slightly larger than the fuse feeding the green 
wires.
 If in doubt as to the normal draw of any 
circuit, a battery charger with a built in amp 

meter can be used to feed the device in 
question. Just disconnect the wire that feeds 
the device and attach it to the proper lead 
from the charger. Ground the other charger 
lead to the chassis. This arrangement is also 
useful in finding electrical faults. Instead of 
repeatedly blowing fuses, the charger can be 
used to momentarily power the offending 
circuit. A high reading on the amp meter will 
show that the circuit is drawing too much 
current. Look for melted wiring near an 
electrical fault. For instance, one common 
problem is the red running light wire shorted 
to the body where it comes through a panel. 
 The charger can be used to remedy the 
opposite type of problem. If an electrical 
device is not working, try powering it with the 
charger at various points. The Lucas bullet 
connectors can be pulled apart at these 
locations to gain access. The connectors are 
often at fault, anyway. They can corrode or 
split inside the rubber cover and will have to 
be replaced. Keep a supply of new single and 
double connectors on hand. Always use a little 
dielectric grease when reassembling the 
connectors. Channel-lock pliers can be used to 
seat the bullets securely. In a pinch, wire nuts 
make an excellent connection!

 Mike

DUE... THE DUES
Your dues, my dues, everybody’s dues are due!

(not really everyone’s but please check)

continued from page 10
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HCTC/TTR Lemon’s Team update
by Don Couch

Don

We are making giant strides on our LEMONS 
offering. The TEAM now has a standing “FIX-IT” 
day of every Thursday evening at the Kramer’s.
This past fix-it day, Roger and Robert squeezed in 
some time to get the rear suspension and axels on. 
While I worked on rebuilding the front suspension 
that had gone sour. Bob came to the aid of  the 
engine and gave it a once or twice over to check it 
out and !eshen it up and to produce more power.
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SNAPPY SHOTS - what might have been...
by Don Couch
After last month article on COVER 
photos, I thought I’d show one from 
Barbara Kramer that “almost” made it...
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FOR SALE:

•1963 TR-4 Restoration in progress, Rebuilt Engine, lots of new parts $3800.00 obo 

•1969 GT6 needs restoration, paint, interior $1000.00 obo

Contact Don Couch for more info (512)-680-3540

1971 GT6 FOR SALE:
90% restored, needs to find a loving home, $4000, 512-786-9570
Allen Monroe

WANTED:
Looking for a hardtop for a Spitfire 1500 – any condition  - cheap is good – free is better.  
Robert MacKenzie (president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org)

A L L  A C C E S S  P I T  P A S S

WILL’S 5TH BIRTHDAY PARTY!

SATURDAY
AUGUST 28, 2010 • 3-6PM

13801 Madrone Mountain Way 
Austin, TX 78737

RSVP (832) 524-5244 or 
thenewblakes@yahoo.com

no gifts, please

mailto:president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
mailto:president@hillcountrytriumphclub.org
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THE RAGTOP - AUGUST 2010
Calendar

AUG 10th - HCTC meeting - Rudy’s BBQ

AUG 28th - Will Blake’s Birthday PARTY!!!

SEPT 25th -26th TXABCD - Round Rock, TX

OCT 24th - Rolling Sculpture Show - Hill Country Galleria

1105 N. Canyonwood Dr.
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
address change requested

The next Hill Country Triumph Club meeting will be held 
Tuesday, August 10, 7 PM, Rudy's Bar-B-Q, 7709 North FM 620, 

just north of RR 2222.  Call 250-8002 for more info.
 


