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A Girl, a Guy, and a TR
by Nel McPhail, President

òCool Car Papa Mike!ó

Thatõs what my three year old granddaughter said 
when we pulled up in her driveway a few weeks ago in 
my red TR250.  Clever child!  We got to do a lot of 
driving in February, in spite of the sometimes-wintry 
weather.  One trip we missed was the monthly 
meeting while we were skiing with the Bakers and 
the Kramers.  Perhaps next year we should make it 
ofþcial and have a HCTC ski trip.  Tomorrow Mike 
and I are off to Wolf Creek, Colorado, to scout a 
possible location.

Thanks to Dean and Elizabeth Mericas, the February 
driving event was a huge success.  Mike and I served 
as sweep car and were pretty busy tidying up the 
Triumphs that fell by the wayside.  Greg and Suzy 

West (TR6) were the þrst to drop out with a fuel 
delivery problem.  Not much of a problem, really, 
nothing that 15 foot of rubber hose wouldnõt cure.  
Next Ralph and Jefþe Herterõs Spitþre wouldnõt 
start after lunch.  Once again, easily cured with 
a push start and stop at our house for generator 
brushes.

After much nagging, I þnally got Mike to cut up 
that rust bucket TR6 he has been hiding behind the 
workshop and haul it to the scrap yard.  So what did 
that stinker do next?  He shows up the very same 
day with another junk TR6!  I have to admit this one 
looks a little bit better and wonõt be parted out.  It 
is very complete and original with factory overdrive, 
but nonetheless an obvious money pit.

The March driving event is a short trip to New 
Orleans for All British Car Day on Saturday, March 
24.  If thatõs a bit too far out of the way, plan on 
attending the þx-it-day Sunday, March 18.
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles 
in the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to 
include other British car fans as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that 
represent some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of 
cars, we have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have dinner 
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other event each 
month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you donõt drive your 
car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the club is 
to help its members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of the club ofþcers 
listed in the newsletter for more information about club beneþts and spread the 
word about our club to others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively 
for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to 
the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 
sports cars. Membership in these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their 
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. Material 
within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. 
Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.  Deadline for submissions is the 
end of each month. Submissions may be sent to: Carol Pennington; 105 Etta Place; 
Austin, TX 78753 or E-mailed to cpenn33@yahoo.com. Photos in jpeg format are 
always welcome. Car related classiþed ads are free to members and will run for 
three months unless otherwise instructed. Contact editor for other ads.

Name:

Address:

City/State:      Zip:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail address: 

Car Make:   Model:   Year:   Color:

Car Make:   Model:   Year:   Color:

Please circle which method you would like the newsletter delivered: E-mail  Snail Mail

How did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club? 

Please mail application and check to: Nel McPhail, 1105 N. Canyonwood Dr., Dripping Springs, TX, 78260

Membership Application
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Bits from Barb
by Barbara Kramer
February 13, 2007

Letõs have a þx-it-day at the McPhailõs workshop on 
Sunday, March 18.  The lift will be available starting 
at 9:30 AM on a þrst come þrst served basis.  Weõll 
throw some hot dogs and burgers on the grill and 
eat lunch around 1 PM.  Please let Nel know if you 
plan to attend.
 
1105 N. Canyonwood Dr.
Dripping Springs, TX 78620
nmcphail@austin.rr.com 
512-656-1456
 

Directions from Austin:
Canyonwood Drive is 10 miles west of Oak Hill on 
290 West.  Turn right onto Canyonwood after spot-
ting Dominos Pizza on your left and Rustik Attik on 
your right.  We are two miles down Canyonwood, on 
the left, white stone house.

British Motoring Club 
New Orleans 

17th Annual British Car Day 
 

Saturday, March 24, 2007 
At Delgado Community College 

City Park Campus 
(Orleans Ave. between City Park Ave. & Naverre) 

 

 
All British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes Invited    

Spectators WelcomeSpectators WelcomeSpectators WelcomeSpectators Welcome    
For more information contact: 
Keith Vezina (504) 722-5777 

Robert Rougelot (985) 966-7007 
Visit our web site: www.bmcno.org 

 

Host Hotel: Hampton Inn ð Elmwood 

There was a huge crowd on a 
chilly night at Mangia Pizza. 
A total of 29 members and 

one guest, Michael Schubert, 
sought out the warmth of TRue friendship. 
Quite a few Triumphs were in attendance, but 
two nuts, Dan Julien and Don Couch, had their 
tops down (on their cars!). 

Dean Mericas talked about the hill country 
drive February 24. 

We just found out that the VTR Regional has 
been moved to Houston. More details will fol-
low. 

Richard Ceraldi has devised a holder for a TX 
Tag that is removable from your windscreen. If 
you plan on driving your TR regularly on the toll 
roads, talk to Richard about his nifty gadget.

Don Couch mentioned that there is a òTool 
Chestó on our forum, The Tailpipe. You may list 
any speciality tools that you would like to make 
available to other club members. Visit http://
dcphotos.dyndns.org/tailpipe/index.php and click on 
Memberõs Tools at the bottom of the Forum Index. 
Additional forums are:
Club info and events
Spitþre Hanger
Tech Talk
Great Drives
Racing Chat
TR3 Talk
Wedge Talk
Stag Talk
Brick House
MG Talk
Jaguar Talk
Mini Chat
Parts is Parts (for sale)
Cars for Sale

There was not a rafÿe but Don Couch tried to use 
his ticket from the last meeting. Watch him!

The meeting adjourned to the parking lot where 
more nuts talked cars in the cold! Not me...

Carol Pennington, ghost writer




