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A Girl, a Guy, and a TR
by Nel McPhail, President

Greetings from Wolf Creek, Colorado!  Itõs 
hard work being retired and always on 
vacation!  The weather has been perfect, 

so Mike and I are having a marvelous time.  
Mike, who has been skiing since he was a little 
shaver, is very patiently giving me ski tips, such 
as òpretend like youõre dancingó!

January 21st was our big change to enter our 
Triumphs in a competitive driving event.  After 
all, thatõs why they call them sports cars.  The 
San Antonio Jaguar club has been putting on a 
very popular rallye for many years now, drawing 
a plethora of the þnest automobiles imaginable.  
Our vintage Triumphs had to compete with 
the likes of Porsche, Ferrari, and Viper, not to 

mention Jaguar, Austin Healey, Mini Cooper, 
and MG.

The Hill Country Triumph Club competitors 
met at our favorite jumping off point, the 
òYó in Oak Hill.  There to see us off were 
new members Dean and Elizabeth Mericas 
in their gorgeous red TR4.  Finally we have 
a no apologies concourse quality example in 
our club!  Our rallye team consisted of yours 
truly, Greg West, and Richard Ceraldi.  Before 
we even began the rallye, Mike led us to the 
starting point, Spechts Store near Bulverde, 
a very popular San Antonio motoring hobby 
destination.  This little joint is quite off the 
beaten path, yet certainly worth the drive.  
They serve Lone Star beer, chicken fried 
steak, songs by Willie, etc., just like the good 
ole days.

Our entourage arrived in time for lunch, 
quickly followed by the drivers meeting, with 
the þrst car out at 1:01.  We had our hands 
full calculating our time, speed, and distance, 
with check points in wonderful Texas towns 
like Kendalia and Waring on our route to 
Luckenbach.  By 3:30 it was all over but the 
crying.  None of our team came close to placing, 
even though Mike and I won last year.  But as 
usual, a good time was had by all.

Our February driving event is a Bar-B-Q run, so 
plan on joining us on Sunday, the 26th. 
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The Hill Country Triumph Club, the 50th Chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR), was founded in 1990 to bring together the owners of Triumph automobiles 
in the Central Texas area surrounding Austin. In 1991, the membership decided to 
include other British car fans as associates due to lack of other clubs in our area that 
represent some of the other marques. As owners and lovers of our unique types of 
cars, we have a special kinship, which draws us together. Membership is open to 
anyone who is a British car enthusiast, with or without a car.

Annual dues are just $15.00 per family group or address per year. We have dinner 
meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and at least one other event each 
month. We encourage you to join and support us, even if you donõt drive your 
car regularly. We also offer technical assistance if needed. One goal of the club is 
to help its members keep their cars on the road. Please call one of the club ofþcers 
listed in the newsletter for more information about club beneþts and spread the 
word about our club to others.

The Hill Country Club is a local chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register 
(VTR)/Triumph Sports Owners Association, which is open to all drivers of 
Triumph motorcars; a chapter of the Triumph Register of America, exclusively 
for TR2 through TR4A sports cars; and a chapter of the 6-PACK, dedicated to 
the enjoyment, preservation, and restoration of the Triumph TR250 and TR6 
sports cars. Membership in these national organizations is encouraged. Visit their 
websites at www.vtr.org, www.triumphregister.com, and www.6-pack.org.

The RAGTOP is published monthly by the Hill Country Triumph Club. Material 
within may be freely reproduced providing Ragtop and the authors are credited. 
Any and all newsletter contributions are welcome.  Deadline for submissions is 
the end of each month. Submissions may be sent to: Carol Pennington; 105 Etta 
Place; Austin, TX 78753 or E-mailed to cpenn33@yahoo.com. Photos in jpeg format 
are always welcome. Classiþed ads will run for three months unless otherwise 
instructed. 

Name:

Address:

City/State:      Zip:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail address: 

Car Make:   Model:   Year:   Color:

Car Make:   Model:   Year:   Color:

Please circle which method you would like the newsletter delivered: E-mail  Snail Mail

How did you hear about the Hill Country Triumph Club? 

Please mail application and check to: Nel McPhail, 1105 N. Canyonwood Dr., Dripping Springs, TX, 78260

Membership Application
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Troy Judy
1962 White TR3B
Dripping Springs

Steven and Candy Johonson
1967 Red TR4A
Austin

Bits from Barb
by Barbara Kramer

NEW MEMBERS

We had a large crowd at 
the meeting. There were 17 members and 
six Triumphs. We welcomed Don Burkley 
from Bastrop, who has been a member for 
a while but was unable to attend meetings 
due to his work. He will be retiring from 
the Army with 30 years of service and will 
now have more time to enjoy his TR6. 

New members Steve and Candy Johnson 
also attended. They hail from Kansas City, 
MO, although they are not new to Austin. 
Steve recently retired from 31 years with 
IBM.  

Nel mentioned the Luckenback Rallye that 
is sponsored by the Jaguar Club of San An-
tonio. She also mentioned that the New Or-
leans British Car Show is still on, although 
it is only one day this year instead of a full 
weekend.

Everyone seemed to enjoy the restau-
rant, T&S Chinese and Seafood. It is a 
new meeting place for us with a separate 
room, great food, and reasonable prices. It 
is always nice to add to our regular list of 
meeting places. 

The next meeting will be on Valentineõs Day. 
Be sure to bring your sweetheart!

Sunday, February 26th
 
Letõs meet at 3 PM at the òYó in Oak 
Hill, next to Jimõs Coffee Shop, in 
the Albertsonõs parking lot, for a 3:15 
departure.  Mike will lead us on a scenic Hill 
Country drive with Salt Lick B-B-Q (cash 
only) as our þnal destination.  Or, heck, just 
show up for the food and camaraderie at
5 PM!  BYOB.

A message from the editor:

With this gorgeous weather, I sure hope 
folks are driving their Triumphs! You never 
know what other cars may be out. January 
29th, with a high of 80+, I did just that. I 
drove Pearl out 2222 to 620 to 71 to 281 
and Marble Falls, returning to Austin on 
1431. Along the way I saw a 60 something 
convertible Caddie (boat), Jaguar XK 120, 
and two red Cobras. What are the chances 
of that? If the cobras were the same car, 
he did the same loop as I did going the 
other direction because they were on two 
different highways. 

SO TAKE YOUR TRIUMPH OUT FOR A 
DRIVE!!
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British Motoring Club 
New Orleans 

16th Annual British Car Day 
(Yes, itõs still on!!) 

 

Saturday, March 25, 2006 
At Delgado Community College 

City Park Campus 
 

 
All British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes InvitedAll British Cars & Bikes Invited    

Spectators WSpectators WSpectators WSpectators Welcomeelcomeelcomeelcome    
For more information contact: 
Keith Vezina (504) 722-5777 
Cliff Hughes (985) 966-0492 

Visit our web site: www.bmcno.org 
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2006 VTR South Central Regional Convention 

Hosted by:  Green Country Triumph Club 

April 20-22, 2006 

Jenks, Oklahoma 

Thursday 
April 20: 

Friday 
April 21: 

Saturday 
April 22: 

Funkana & Welcome Party Autocross & Rallye Concours/Participants Choice 
Car Show, Rallye & Banquet 

Best Western Aquarium Inn & Suites 
150 Aquarium Drive 
Jenks, OK  74037 
(918) 296-7300 

Mention ñGreen Country Triumphsò for special rates: 
                                                               King - $65           Kitchenette - $75 
                                               Double Queen - $69           King Suite - $75       
                                           
                     Contact:                          Sam Clark                              TRDoctor@aol.com 
                                                            13415 S 127th E Ave.             (918) 455-8993    
                                                            Broken Arrow, OK  74011       or  gctok@cox.net 
 
                           For additional information ï http://www.greencountrytriumphs.com 
                                                                    






